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Introduction 

Throughout 2015, Syria witnessed a serious escalation in the violations committed by the Syrian 

regime since 2011, as the number of perpetrators increased and the impact of the violations 

magnified.   

The Syrian regime continued using similar weapons to those it had used in previous years, and even 

though its allied foreign militias had less of a presence this year compared to the last two years, they 

continued playing their part in committing crimes against the Syrian people on the ground, especially 

the Lebanese Hezbollah. In addition, ISIS played a large role in these violations for the second 

consecutive year, as can be seen in its published propaganda videos on the one hand and in the 

widespread international political and media attention it received on the other. 

The Russian Air Force was added to the list of perpetrators in Syria from the end of September 

onwards, as the number of casualties it caused during the three months it has been involved in the 

conflict was greater than those of ISIS throughout the entire year. 

In terms of genocide, the Syrian regime continued to extensively use its Air Force in committing 

massacres against its people. Out of the 619 massacres it documented this year, SHRC found 413 of 

them to have been committed by the Syrian Air Force, making it responsible for 80% of the massacres 

taking into consideration that the Russian Air Force committed 79 of them.   

The majority of the airstrikes carried out by the Syrian Air Force used weapons with indiscriminate 

effects which greatly increase the number of casualties, such as barrel bombs and naval bombs, the 

latter which the regime began using this year. 

This year also witnessed a rapid and unprecedented increase in the targeting of markets. SHRC 

documented 91 incidents involving attacks on markets. Furthermore, houses of worship, hospitals 

and schools were not spared form the attacks of the regime and its allies. SHRC documented 192 

attacks on mosques, 11 attacks on churches and 156 attacks on schools carried out in 2015 alone. As 

was the case in previous years, the Air Force targeted mosques whilst worshippers were attending or 

leaving, especially during congregational prayers on Fridays and at nights in Ramadan, which 

indicates its intent to cause as much damage as possible to houses of worship and as much harm as 

possible to the civilians attending. 

The education sector in Syria was also continuously targeted by various parties, both directly and 

indirectly, especially in areas no longer under the control of the regime. This led to the 

discontinuation of regulated teaching in the majority of these areas due to schools closing down, the 

lack of teaching staff, the difficulty in accessing schools and in some cases to the conditions of the 
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students themselves. The number of schools partially or completely destroyed is estimated to have 

reached a total of 5000 schools up till the beginning of 2015.  

Furthermore, the Syrian regime’s Armed Forces escalated its attacks on healthcare institutions, staff 

and equipment in 2015, choosing them as main targets in a serious escalation of the tactics it has been 

employing since 2011. SHRC documented a total of 167 incidents in which hospitals and medical 

centres were targeted and the death of 62 members of medical staff this year. Emergency services 

and relief workers were also targeted, as SHRC documented the deaths of 44 workers and volunteers 

from the civil defence services and the Red Crescent. SHRC’s records also reveal a systematic 

targeting of ambulances and fire engines, as 43 incidents in which ambulances were attacked and 32 

incidents in which fire engines and civil defence vehicles were attacked were documented in 2015. 

Moreover, the Syrian regime targeted relief work, especially the offices of relief organisations, aid 

convoys and humanitarian aid warehouses. Since November till the end of 2015, Russian war planes 

systematically targeted shipping trucks transporting aid from the Turkish borders to the cities in the 

north of Syria.  

Historical and archaeological sites were also directly 

targeted and indirectly targeted, the latter done with 

weapons with indiscriminate effects used in the 

surrounding areas. ISIS was the main perpetrator in this 

area this year as it directly destroyed these sites or used them for its massacres and executions.  

The regime’s security services and Armed Forces continued its policy of arbitrary detention which it 

has been using for over four decades, using excessively violent means to do so since the start of 

popular demonstrations in 2011. Furthermore, the regime’s security services carried on using lethal 

torture in its detention centres. SHRC documented 1124 cases in which people were tortured to 

death in 2015, most of whom were documented when their bodies were identified in leaked pictures 

smuggled by an agent later called Caesar who published the photographs in the beginning of March 

2015.  

It was not only the regime who was responsible for such crimes, as ISIS also continued carrying out 

kidnappings, acts of forced disappearance and torture. Unlike other parties involved in the conflict 

and other torturers in modern times, ISIS records and airs the executions of its detainees and 

publishes the unique methods it uses in executing them. 

In addition, the regime persisted in extensively besieging various areas in Syria. Towards the end of 

the year, the conditions severely worsened in besieged areas in Rif Dimashq, especially in the town of 

80% of genocide actions were 

committed through military and 

helicopter air strikes 
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Madaya where the crisis reached record breaking levels by the end of December, when the lack of 

food and medicine caused the death of an average of 3 people a day.  

For the fourth consecutive year, Syria remains the number one country on the list of most dangerous 

countries for journalists and also holds the top position on the list of most restrictive countries for the 

freedom of journalists. SHRC documented 97 incidents in which media personnel were killed in 2015. 

Furthermore, it documented 107 cases in which media personnel were injured as result of the on-

going indiscriminate shelling and shooting whilst covering the clashes taking place. Similarly to last 

year, media activists represented the largest number of victims among media personnel this year. 

This is due to the nature of their work and their presence at the front line of any armed clashes in 

addition to their lack of safety equipment used by professional journalists such as bulletproof vests 

and the lack of safety courses and training. 

All of the above mentioned continuous violations have caused a severe humanitarian crisis, which is 

the largest of its kind since WWII. According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) the number of Syrian refugees exceeded 4 million for the first time since the beginning of 

the conflict in March 2011, making it the highest number of refugees in the world in a quarter of a 

century.  

In the summer of 2015, the Syrian refugee crisis gained international attention when the number of 

Syrian refugees heading towards Europe, mainly through Turkey and the Mediterranean Sea, reached 

record-breaking numbers in the middle of the year, sending the impact of the violations committed in 

Syria to Europe, and from there to the rest of the world. 

 * * * 
The size and volume of the violations committed in Syria have reached unprecedented levels as has 

the documentation of these violations by Syrian and international human rights organisations. 

However, this was met with seriously disappointing responses by the international community for 

the fifth consecutive year, leading to major setbacks in the human rights movement and the concept 

of prioritising human rights over political interests. The international system failed to even condemn 

these violations and prioritised political compromises over seeking justice for the victims.       

The UN Security Council resolutions are a clear example of this serious setback. As was the case in 

previous resolutions and statements, the Council failed, in all three of its resolutions and its 

presidential statement in 2015, to condemn or even name the parties responsible for the violations 

committed in Syria other than ISIS and al-Nusra Front. It simply condemned the crimes committed 

not the perpetrators, even though the reports submitted by the UN Secretary General and the 

Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic clearly state who the 
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perpetrators are, and give an unquestionable description of the size and volume of the crimes 

committed by all perpetrators, especially the Syrian regime and its allied foreign militias.  

In addition, UN organisations failed in breaking the siege laid on different Syrian regions for the fifth 

consecutive year and in publically condemning this crime. In an unprecedented development in the 

international organisation’s scope of work, it participated in overseeing the acts of forced 

displacement committed against the besieged residents and assisted in the demographic changes that 

Syria is going through, especially in the countryside of Homs and countryside of Damascus (Rif 

Dimashq).   

Moreover, the political and media attention given to the 

crimes committed by ISIS also plays a part in this setback, as 

the international community magnified one of the 

perpetrators whilst turning a blind eye to the main 

perpetrator responsible for majority of the other crimes.  

The documentations made by SHRC in this report, in addition to documentations made by other 

fellow Syrian and international human rights organisations, show that the Syrian regime and its allied 

foreign militias are responsible for 90% of the crimes committed in all sectors as opposed to ISIS 

which is responsible for 5%-10% of crimes, which varies depending on the sector (e.g. 4% of genocide 

acts and 9% in targeting media personnel).  

The international community’s insistence on disregarding the crimes and violations committed by the 

Syrian regime and its allies since 2011, including those involving prohibited weapons, conventional 

weapons and weapons with indiscriminate effects, alongside its insistence on focusing the spotlight 

on one perpetrator in a manner which presents the regime as an equal perpetrator or as the lesser of 

two evils, in addition to its insistence on seeking political solutions which allow the perpetrators to 

escape from punishment, will only widen the circle of extremism which continues to spread in Syria 

and in the region. This will also fuel extremist organisations with the moral support they need to lure 

more young people, which imposes a great threat to Syria and the rest of the world.  

The Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC), as it publishes its fourteenth report on the state of 

human rights in Syria, calls all relevant parties to exert more effort in putting an end to the grave on-

going violations committed in Syria, to support the justice system in avenging the victims rather than 

offering easy exits for the perpetrators, and to restore faith in human rights mechanisms rather than 

seeking political consensus which completely disregards human rights.  

The Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC)        

         

The international community 

failed to condemn massive 

violations perpetrated in Syria, 

prioritising political bargaining 

for justice for victims. 
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Genocide 

The Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC) documented 619 massacres which were carried out in 

2015. From these, 534 were committed by the Syrian regime and its allied foreign militias, making 

them responsible for 84% of the them. On the other hand, the International Coalition against ISIS 

committed 13 of these massacres, while the perpetrators of the remaining 29, which were mostly 

committed using car bombs or mortar shells, remain unidentified.  

As for the geographic distribution of the massacres, the governorate of Aleppo saw the highest 

number of massacres, totalling up to 179 massacres, followed by Damascus and its countryside (Rif 

Dimashq) which saw 125 massacres, then by Idlib which saw 118 massacres.  

 

Air strikes carried out by war planes and helicopters were the most horrific means used to carry out 

the majority of massacres that took place in Syria this year. The regime’s Air Force continued its 

strikes over Syrian cities, towns and villages daily and systematically. Russia’s air campaign is also 

responsible for a number of massacres since it launched on 29 September 2015, as is the International 

Coalition Against ISIS which was responsible for 13 massacres this year.  

A total of 492 of the massacres committed by the Syrian regime and its allied forces were carried out 

using the war planes and helicopters, including 76 massacres which were committed by Russian Air 

Force. The remaining 38 massacres committed by the Syrian regime were carried out using its 

artillery and multiple rocket launchers.   
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Persisting with its strategy since 2013, the Syrian regime used barrel bombs as the main form of 

weaponry in its attacks in 2015, focusing mainly on areas such as the countryside of Damascus (Rif 

Dimashq), the countryside of Daraa, the countryside of Aleppo and the countryside of Idlib. SHRC 

has found that strikes using barrel bombs were carried out on a daily basis, with the exception of 8 

days in which the weather conditions prevented helicopters from flying.  

In addition to explosive barrel bombs, the regime relied heavily on barrel bombs carrying toxic gases. 

This is documented in detail in this report in the chapter regarding the use of internationally 

prohibited weapons. 

 

Furthermore, SHRC documented 7 massacres committed by the armed opposition brigades in 

addition to 29 massacres committed by unidentified parties but of which the armed opposition 

brigades were accused of committing. The majority of these massacres were committed using 

anonymous car bomb attacks and mortar shells launched from an unknown source.  

Targeting crowded markets at peak times was a common trend among the cases of genocide carried 

out this year, to the extent that an entire chapter in this report has been dedicated to document and 

study this type of unprecedented form of genocide in Syria. 

The year 2015 saw a continuation in the use of car bombs, some of which the Islamic State in Iraq and 

Syria (ISIS) has declared responsibility for and others whose perpetrators remain unidentified. SHRC 

documented 24 incidents in which car bombs were used this year.  
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ISIS had a major role to play in the acts of genocide committed this year, as seen through the high-

quality recorded propaganda videos it aired to document the unprecedented methods it uses in its 

crimes. Examples of these crimes include: throwing people off high buildings, bombing 

archaeological buildings, executions with RPG missiles, burning, drowning and delegating children 

to carry out executions.  

In this chapter, SHRC based its definition of a massacre on any single attack which resulted in the 

death of a minimum of 5 people.  

 

In 2015, SHRC recorded the death of 20063 people, 2932 of whom are children and 1910 of whom are 

women. A total of 1333 were killed by ISIS, a total of 1124 were tortured to death and a total of 217 

died as a result of the siege. Russia’s air campaign was responsible for the death of 1690 people since 

it launched on 29 September 2015, while the International Coalition Against ISIS was responsible for 

the death of 268 people. 

The Governorate of Aleppo and its countryside suffered the highest number of deaths which reached 

a total of 5038 in 2015. It was followed by the Governorate of Damascus and its countryside (Rif 

Dimashq) with a death toll of 4752 people, then by the Governorate of Idlib and its countryside with a 

death toll of 3157 people, then by the Governorate of Daraa with a death toll of 2255 people and then 

by the Governorate of Homs with a death toll of 1494 people.  
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The highest death toll of the year occurred in December followed by June, while the lowest occurred 

in January followed by February.  

The monthly casualty average was 1670 people, but since Russia’s involvement in the conflict on 30 

September 2015, this increased to 1883 victims a month compared to 1599 victims in the 9 month prior 

to its involvement.  
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The massacres of 2015 

January 

On 1 January 2015, as-Sayyida Nafisa mosque in Halab al-Jadida in Aleppo was struck with mortar 

shells believed to have been launched by one of the armed opposition brigades. The shelling killed 14 

people and damaged the mosque.  

On 10 January 2015, two car bombs exploded near Masqan village in the countryside of Aleppo 

killing 18 people, four of whom were members of the civil defence. No party has claimed 

responsibility for the attack.  

On 14 January 2015, the Syrian Air Force raided Daraa al-Balad neighbourhood in Daraa at least 

once, killing 8 people.    

On 18 January 2015, the town of Muhsin in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 14 people, seven of whom were women and children. 

On 19 January 2015, the main market in Arbin in Rif Dimashq was struck with mortar shells by the 

regime’s forces killing 7 people.   

On 20 January 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the popular market in al-

Khansa village near Tal Hamis in the countryside of al-Hasakah killing 55 people and injuring 100 

others.  

On 21 January 2015, a car bomb exploded in al-Tijari street in Ikrimah neighbourhood in Homs 

killing 7 people. The party responsible for the attack remains unidentified.  

On 21 January 2015, Tal Rifat in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 5 people.  

On 21 January 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 6 people.  

On 21 January 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Hula in the countryside of 

Homs killing 14 people.  

On 23 January 2015, a popular market in Hamouriya in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 65 people and injuring about 100 others.  

On 23 January 2015, Dael in the countryside of Daraa was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 8 

people.  

On 24 January 2015, al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

7 people.  

On 26 January 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Talbiseh in the countryside of Homs with artillery 

shells killing 7 people.  
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On 28 January 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 28 January 2015, a car bomb exploded near the main roundabout in the town of Mzereeb in the 

countryside of Daraa killing 10 people and injuring 30 others. One of the armed opposition brigades 

stated that it detected a conversation on the regime’s radio discussing facilitating the access of two 

cars through the regime’s checkpoints.    

On 29 January 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Dalati village in Kafr Zita in 

the countryside of Hama killing 5 people.  

On 29 January 2015, the regime’s forces struck the town of Jayrud in Rif Dimashq with artillery 

shells killing 5 people.  

On 29 January 2015, the cattle market in al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted four times 

by the Syrian Air Force killing 9 people.  

February 

On 2 February 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Khan Shaykhun in the 

countryside of Idlib killing 24 people. 

On 2 February 2015, Jasim in the countryside of Daraa was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

17 people.  

On 4 February 2015, the Syrian Air Force raided Douma in Rif Dimashq several times, killing 8 

people 4 of whom were children.  

On 5 February 2015, one of the armed opposition brigades targeted el-Sebeh Bahrat Square in 

Damascus with mortar shells killing 5 people.  

On 5 February 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Hamad village in the 

countryside of al-Hasakah killing 8 people and destroying its stores.  

On 5 February 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Baideen roundabout in al-

Halak neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 16 people 9 of whom were children.  

On 5 February 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped two barrel bombs on a market in al-Hamad 

village in al-Hasakah’s southern countryside killing 8 people, injuring 10 others and destroying its 

stores. 

On 5 February 2015, the Syrian Air Force’s war planes and helicopters carried out a series of 

massacres in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq as it targeted the production market in Kafr Nabta and 

raided Douma over thirty times with thermobaric rockets. The raids resulted in the death of 44 

people. 
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On 5 February 2015, the town of Ain Tarma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 9 people.  

On 6 February 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Bara in the countryside of 

Idlib killing 5 people.  

On 6 February 2015, the regime’s multiple rocket launchers launched more than 40 rockets at Douma 

in Rif Dimashq killing 25 people.  

On 8 February 2015, the regime’s multiple rocket launchers targeted Douma in Rif Dimashq killing 8 

people.  

On 9 February 2015, the Syrian Air Force raided Douma in Rif Dimashq several times alongside 

shelling the city with rockets, killing 36 people.  

On 13 February 2015, a car bomb exploded near Fatima al-Zahraa mosque in Harne al-Gharbiyah in 

al-Tall in Rif Dimashq killing 9 people and injuring others.  

On 15 February 2015, the town of al-Najiya in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian 

Air Force killing 12 people.  

On 16 February 2015, one of the armed opposition brigades launched a mortar shell at al-Siryan 

neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 10 people.  

On 21 February 2015, pro-regime Hezbollah militias executed 44 civilians in Ratyan village in the 

countryside of Aleppo. The militias had gained control over Ratyan, Hardatnin and Bashakwi 

villages following clashes with the armed opposition brigades there.  

On 21 February 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Dael in the countryside of 

Daraa killing 6 people.  

On 21 February 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted al-Sakhur neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 9 

people.  

On 21 February 2015, Arbin in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 7 people.  

On 21 February 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 13 people. 

On 21 February 2015, the village of Kansaba in the countryside of Latakia was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 7 people.  

On 22 February 2015, the Kurdish People’s Protection Unit (YPG) shelled al-Salima village in al-

Hasakah with heavy artillery killing 8 people.  

On 22 February 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 7 people.  

On 23 February 2015, a refugee camp in al-Hawija in al-Buomar in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor 

was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 6 people, injuring others and setting many tents on fire.  
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On 23 February 2015, Jisr al-Siyasa in Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 7 

people.  

On 27 February 2015, a car bomb exploded in front of Bilal mosque in al-Damir in Rif Dimashq 

killing 11 people and destroying parts of the mosque.  

On 28 February 2015, Syrian forces deployed at the Ma’asara checkpoint carried out an incursion on 

Qursaya village in the countryside of Idlib that lasted several hours, killing 11 people seven of 

whom were from one family. The massacre was carried out using cold weapons and short range 

shooting. 

March 

On 2 March 2015, Abta’ in the countryside of Daraa was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 7 

people.  

On 4 March 2015, the town of Deir al-Asafir in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 7 people.  

 

Use of indiscriminate weapons by military aircrafts caused widespread destruction of all targeted 

areas, in addition to widespread civilian casualties and losses Idlib 20/12/2015 

On 5 March 2015, al-Mayadin in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 5 people.  
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On 5 March 2015, an elementary school in the town of Beera Armanaz in Idlib was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 9 children.  

On 5 March 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a crowded area in Qadi Askar 

neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 20 people.  

On 5 March 2015, the town of Deir al-Asafir in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 5 people.  

On 6 March 2015, Zamalka in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 7 people.  

On 7 March 2015, a car park in al-Mayadin in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 10 people and injuring 40 others.  

On 8 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force carried out a series of air strikes against Arbin in Rif Dimashq 

killing 28 people.  

On 9 March 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Talbiseh in the countryside of Homs killing 8 

people.  

On 9 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force carried out a series of air strikes against the town Annoula in 

Rif Dimashq killing 6 people.  

On 13 March 2015, a mosque in the town of Alma in the countryside of Daraa was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 6 people.  

On 13 March 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 6 people.  

On 14 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force carried out a series of air strikes on Douma in Rif Dimashq 

killing 12 people.  

On 15 March 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 31 people.  

On 17 March 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs containing toxic gases on Sarmin 

in the countryside of Idlib killing 8 people, six of whom were women and children.  

On 17 March 2015, Kafr Tkharim in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 9 people.  

On 20 March 2015, two car bombs exploded near al-Mufti neighbourhood in al-Hasakah killing 84 

people. ISIS claimed responsibility for both attacks. 

On 20 March 2015, Mantaf village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 14 people.  

On 22 March 2015, the regime’s forces launched a surface to surface missile at Inkhil in the 

countryside of Daraa killing 7 people.   
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On 23 March 2015, one of the armed opposition brigades targeted al-Jamiliyyah neighbourhood, 

which is under the control of the regime in Aleppo with mortar shells killing 18 people.   

On 24 March 2015, al-Hamidiya neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 7 people.  

On 24 March 2015, Saraqeb in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

11 people.  

On 26 March 2015, the regime’s forces shelled Daraa al-Balad neighbourhood in Daraa with mortar 

shells killing 25 people.  

On 26 March 2015, Sarmin in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 11 

people.  

On 27 March 2015, the town of Harasta al-Qantara in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 9 people.  

On 27 March 2015, Maarrat Misrin in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 6 displaced civilians who were present at one of the town’s houses.  

On 29 March 2015, the civil defence forces in Jisr al-Shughur and the town of Kalali in the 

countryside of Idlib were able to retrieve 14 corpses from the military security prison. The victims 

were shot from a close range slightly prior to the soldiers leaving their bases.  

On 29 March 2015, the regime’s forces struck Idlib with a surface to surface missile which hit the Red 

Crescent hospital in the city killing 18 people.  

On 30 March 2015, al-Hara al-Shamaliya in Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 32 

people from the Ramadan family.  

On 30 March 2015, a car bomb exploded in a civilian gathering in a popular market at the centre of the 

town of al-Jiza in the countryside of Daraa killing more than 25 people and injuring dozens others, 

some of which were in critical conditions. The party responsible for the attack remains unidentified.  

On 30 March 2015, ISIS troops carried out an incursion into al-Mab’ouja village in al-Silmiya in the 

countryside of Hama whose residents are predominantly from the Ismaili sect, killing 48 people, 

whom according to local sources, were mainly women and children killed with firearms and cold 

weapons. 

April 

On 2 April 2015, al-Nayrab village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 6 people.  
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On 2 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force raided Dael in the countryside of Daraa with a number of air 

strikes killing 7 people.  

On 2 April 2015, the road between Aqraba and Kafr Shams in the countryside of Daraa was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 9 people mostly from Kafr Shams.  

On 2 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Firdaws neighbourhood in 

Aleppo killing 5 people.  

On 2 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Bosra al-Sham in the countryside of Daraa killing 

8 people.  

On 2 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped two barrel bombs on the town of al-Ghanto in the 

countryside of Homs killing 5 people.  

On 2 April 2015, al-Nayrab village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 6 people.  

On 3 April 2015, the regime’s forces launched a Fil rocket at Salahadin neighbourhood in Aleppo 

killing 6 people.  

On 5 April 2015, al-Kiswah in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 15 people.  

On 5 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force raided Kafr Tkharim in the countryside of Idlib with three air 

strikes killing 9 people.  

On 5 April 2015, Salqin in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 6 

people.  

On 6 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Bosra al-Sham in the countryside 

of Daraa killing 7 people.  

On 7 April 2015, ISIS detonated two car bombs in Mare’ and Hawr Kals village in the countryside of 

Aleppo killing 12 people in Mare’ and 19 in Hawr Kals.  

On 7 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Kureen village in the countryside 

of Idlib killing 9 people among them a family from Kafr Najd.  

On 8 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town of al-Jiza in the 

countryside of Daraa while its war planes raided the town, killing 8 people. 

On 10 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force raided ar-Raqqah with four air strikes killing 5 people.  

On 10 April 2015, al-Salimaniya neighbourhood, which is under the control of the regime, in Aleppo 

was shelled with many rockets killing 11 people. The party responsible for the attack remains 

unidentified.  
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On 11 April 2015, a barrel bomb was dropped by the regime’s helicopters on the market Souq al-Haal 

in al-Maadi neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 26 people.   

On 11 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched a rocket at al-Shaar neighbourhood in Aleppo 

killing 6 people.  

On 11 April 2015, Syrian war planes struck Saad al-Ansari school in al-Mashad neighbourhood in 

Aleppo killing 10 people among them 3 pupils and 3 female teachers.  

On 12 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched a rocket at al-Maadi neighbourhood in Aleppo 

killing 7 people from one family.  

On 13 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Bustan al-Qasr neighbourhood 

in Aleppo killing 6 people.  

On 13 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Um Harteen village in the 

eastern countryside of Hama killing 10 people.  

On 13 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Uwaynat village in the 

countryside of Aleppo killing 5 people; a mother, her three children and her unborn child.   

On 13 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town of al-Ghanto in the 

countryside of Homs killing 6 people.  

On 14 April 2015, the vegetable market in Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 15 people 

and injuring 30 others.  

On 14 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a refugee shelter in Saraqeb in 

the countryside of Idlib killing 12 people.  

On 15 April 2015, the regime’s forces launched a mortar shell at the main square in Zebdeen in Rif 

Dimashq killing 12 people, half of whom were children.  

On 15 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town of Taftanaz in the 

countryside of Idlib killing 9 people.  

On 17 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town of Moujaizer in the 

countryside of Idlib killing 6 people.  

On 17 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs at al-Kalaasa neighbourhood in 

Aleppo killing 9 people.  

On 17 April 2014, the regime’s war planes raided Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib 

killing 9 people.  

On 17 April 2015, a barrel bomb was dropped on the town of Moujaizer in the countryside of Idlib 

killing 6 people, among them 4 children.  
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On 18 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb on al-Bab neighbourhood in 

Aleppo killing 6 people.  

On 19 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force dropped a barrel bomb on Dael in the countryside of Daraa 

killing 9 people.  

On 19 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the town of al-Karak al-Sharqi in the countryside 

of Daraa killing 7 people.  

At dawn on 20 April 2015, a massacre committed by the regime’s forces in which 29 people were 

killed in field executions was discovered following their withdrawal from the town of al-Laja in the 

countryside of Daraa.  

On 21 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib 

killing 6 people.  

On 22 April 2015, Harasta in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 10 people.  

On 22 April 2015, Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib was shelled form an unknown source 

killing 8 people. 

On 22 April 2015, Sharbe’ village in Rif al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 9 people.  

On 22 April 2015, the National Hospital in Deir Hafir in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by 

the Syrian Air Force killing 21 people. 

On 22 April 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 7 people. 

On 24 April 2015, al-Ghanto in the countryside of Homs was targeted by the regime’s helicopters 

killing 5 people.  

On 25 April 2015, the regime’s forces shot 23 detainees in a military security branch to death before 

their withdrawal from Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib.  

On 25 April 2015, al-Sawma’ah Square in Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by 

the Syrian Air Force killing 31 people.  

On 25 April 2015, the popular market in al-Shaddadi in the countryside of al-Hasakah was targeted 

by the Syrian Air Force killing 11 people and severely damaging its stores.  

On 26 April 2015, the main market in the town of Darkoush in the countryside of Jisr al-Shughur in 

the countryside of Idlib and a school which was a shelter for refugees from Jisr al-Shughur was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 42 people. 

On 26 April 2015, al-Laj village in Sahl al-Ruj in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the 

regime’s helicopters killing 8 people.  
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On 26 April 2015, Kansafra village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 13 people.  

On 27 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Bab al-Taqa village in Sahl al-

Ghaab in the countryside of Hama killing 5 people, most of whom were from al-Sharia village in 

Sahl al-Ghaab.   

On 27 April 2015, Juzaf village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 10 people.  

On 28 April 2015, al-Jubeila neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 6 people from one family.  

On 29 April 2015, al-Janudiya village in Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by 

the Syrian Air Force killing 7 people and injuring 43 others.  

On 29 April 2015, the main market in Binnish in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian 

Air Force killing 14 people.  

On 29 April 2015, Deir Hafir in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 6 people.  

On 29 April 2015, al-Firdaws neighbourhood in Aleppo was targeted by the regime’s helicopters 

killing 6 people.  

On 29 April 2015, the regime’s forces attacked the town of al-Ziyara in Sahl al-Ghaab in the 

countryside of Hama and executed 7 people by shooting.  

On 30 April 2015, Mare’ in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 8 

people.  

May 

On 1 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Saliheen neighbourhood in 

Aleppo killing 10 people.  

On 1 May, the International Coalition’s war planes targeted the ISIS controlled Bir al-Mahaly village 

near the town of Sareen near Manbaj in the countryside of Aleppo killing 64 people. 

On 2 May 2015, Hatla village in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 8 people.  

On 2 May 2015, the Old Airport neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 7 people.  
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On 3 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Rajaa nursery and the 

Information and Development Academy in Saif al-Dawla neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 8 

people.  

On 3 May 2015, al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 

people.  

On 4 April 2015, the town of Qawqafeen in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 5 people.  

On 4 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town of al-Yaduda in the 

countryside of Daraa killing 12 people.  

On 5 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Shirke village in Jabal 

Shashabu in the countryside of Hama killing 9 people, 7 of whom belonged to one family.  

On 6 May 2015, a massacre committed by the regime’s forces and its affiliated foreign militias in 

which 9 people were killed in field executions was discovered in the town of Meida’a in Rif 

Dimashq, three days prior to the armed opposition brigades taking control. 

On 8 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the electricity association in Khan 

al-Asal in the countryside of Idlib killing 5 people. 

On 9 May 2015, Salahadin neighbourhood in Aleppo, which is under the control of the armed 

opposition brigades, was struck with mortar shells from an unknown source killing 5 people.  

On 11 May 2015, al-Qunaya village in the countryside of Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib 

was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 18 people.  

On 11 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Jabal Hospital in al-Bab in the 

countryside of Aleppo killing 6 people.  

On 12 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted a residential area near Jisr al-Hajj roundabout in 

Aleppo killing 41 people.  

On 13 May 2015, a popular market in al-Ees in Aleppo’s southern countryside was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 41 people.  

On 14 May 2015, the regime’s artillery struck a car carrying civilians on the road between al-Zakiah 

and Khan al-Sheeh in Rif Dimashq killing 6 people from Khan al-Sheeh village. 

On 15 May 2015, Balyun village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 6 people among them 2 unborn children.  

On 15 May 2015, Manbaj, which is under the control of ISIS, in the countryside of Aleppo was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 8 people.  
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On 16 May 2015, the regime’s forces struck Douma in Rif Dimashq with mortar shells killing 5 

people, most of whom were children going home from school.  

On 16 May 2015, Kafr Aweed village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 34 people.  

On 16 May 2015, the main market in Saraqeb in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian 

Air Force killing 16 people.  

On 17 May 2014, the regime’s forces shelled al-Sakhna in the countryside of Homs killing 8 people.  

On 19 May 2015, the regime’s forces attacked the town of al-Buomar in the countryside of Deir ez-

Zor killing 9 people.  

On 19 May 2015, Darkoush in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

36 people. 

On 20 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Qadi Askar neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 7 

people.  

On 20 May 2015, the International Coalition’s war planes targeted the town of al-Tawama in the 

countryside of Aleppo killing 7 people.  

On 22 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Andan in the countryside of 

Aleppo killing 14 people.  

On 23 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted al-Hamidiya neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor 

killing 16 people.  

On 24 May 2015, Tareeq al-Sad neighbourhood in Daraa was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

8 people.  

On 24 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on as-Sukari neighbourhood in 

Aleppo killing 6 people.  

On 25 May 2015, Tal al-Daman in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 7 people.  

On 26 May 2015, Burj Azzawi village in the southern countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the 

regime’s helicopters killing a family of 5 among them an unborn child.  

On 26 May 2015, the International Coalition’s war planes targeted a car near an ISIS run checkpoint 

near Sad al-Rashid in the countryside of ar-Raqqah killing 6 people from one family.  

On 27 May 2015, Arbin in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 6 people.  

On 30 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the market Souq al-Haal in al-Bab 

in the countryside of Aleppo killing 67 people.  
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On 30 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Firdaws neighbourhood in 

Aleppo killing 14 people.  

On 30 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Shaar neighbourhood in 

Aleppo killing 12 people. 

On 30 May 2015, Baylun1 village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 19 people.  

On 30 May 2015, al-Souq Street in al-Shaddadi in the countryside of al-Hasakah was targeted by 

the Syrian Air Force killing 13 people.  

On 30 May 2015, the popular market in the town of Ihsim in the countryside of Idlib was targeted 

by the Syrian Air Force during peak time killing a minimum of 21 people and injuring dozens others.  

On 30 May 2015, Souq al-Haal in Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

a minimum of 10 people and injuring 100 others.  

On 30 May 2015, Sarmin in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 8 

people.  

June 

After midnight on 1 June, Mare’ in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 6 people, among them a mother and her 4 children.  

On 1 June 2015, a landmine near Nahlaya village in the countryside of Idlib detonated killing 6 

people.  

On 1 June 2015, ISIS forces struck Um Hawsh village in the countryside of Aleppo with artillery 

shells killing 8 people.  

On 1 June 2015, a mass graveyard was found in a well in Areehah on the way to Jabal al-Arb’een in 

the countryside of Idlib containing 12 corpses of victims who were killed while they were 

blindfolded and tied up. It is believed that the regime’s forces are responsible for their death prior to 

their withdrawal from the city. 

On 2 June 2015, Sinjar village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

5 people.  

On 3 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Ihras village in the countryside of 

Aleppo killing 5 refugees.  

On 3 June 2015, Tal Rifat in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

19 people.  

                                                           
1 I think this needs to be Balyun but I’ve left it similar to the Arabic 
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On 3 June 2015, helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a popular market in Jubb al-Qubbeh 

neighbourhood in the Ancient City of Aleppo killing 10 people.  

On 3 June 2015, ISIS executed 15 people in the town of al-Salihiya in Deir ez-Zor, 9 people near al-

Namliya village in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor and 6 people in Khasham village in the 

countryside of Deir ez-Zor.  

On 4 June 2015, Deir Jamal village in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 6 people.  

On 4 June 2015, the town of Hayyan in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the regime’s 

helicopters killing 9 people.  

On 4 June 2015, Salqin in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 20 

people.  

On 4 June 2015, Talaleen village in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 5 people.  

On 4 June 2015, the town of al-Atarib in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 5 people.  

On 4 June 2015, al-Bulayl village in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 6 people.  

On 4 June 2015, al-Waer neighbourhood in Homs was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 8 

people.  

On 4 June 2015, ISIS executed 5 people in the town of Saluk in the countryside of ar-Raqqah on 

charges of being members of the Free Syrian Army.  

On 5 June 2015, the town of al-Fatira in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 5 people.  

On 5 June 2015, ISIS executed 9 people in al-Masrab in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor on charges of 

apostasy.  

On 6 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Tareeq al-Bab neighbourhood in 

Aleppo killing 11 people.  

On 6 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Jubb al-Qubbeh neighbourhood 

in the Ancient City of Aleppo killing 5 people.  
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Daily targeting of civilians continues. Victim of Kaferbatna massacre (Reef Dimashq 13/8/2015) 

On 6 June 2015, ISIS executed 10 members from al-Sh'eitat tribe from Abu al-Hamam village in the 

countryside of Deir ez-Zor after detaining them for over two months.  

On 6 June 2015, many shells fell over al-Ashrafiya neighbourhood in Aleppo which is under the 

control of the regime, killing 9 people. It is believed that one of the armed opposition brigades is 

responsible for the attack.  

On 7 June 2015, the International Coalition’s war planes targeted Dali Hasan village in Sareen in the 

countryside of Aleppo killing 7 people.  

On 7 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Za’farana village in the 

countryside of Homs killing 18 people.  

On 6 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Maadi neighbourhood in 

Aleppo killing 6 people.  

On 8 June 2015, the public square in the town of al-Janudiya in the countryside of Idlib was targeted 

by the Syrian Air Force killing 61 people.  

On 10 June 2015, Saraqeb in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 10 

people.  

On 10 June 2015, five people were killed in the town of al-Harak in the countryside of Daraa after a 

landmine exploded on the road to Nahta. 
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On 10 June 2015, Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the regime’s 

helicopters killing 9 people.  

On 10 June 2015, al-Nusra Front opened fire at villagers from the Druze Qalb Lawzeh village in the 

countryside of Idlib killing 24 people. 

On 11 June 2015, the International Coalition’s war planes targeted Saluk village in the countryside of 

ar-Raqqah killing 6 people.  

On 11 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on ar-Rastan in the countryside of 

Homs killing 6 people.  

On 11 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the town of Qastun in Sahl al-Ghab in the 

countryside of Hama killing 10 people.  

On 11 June 2015, Talul al-Hamr village in the countryside of Hama was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 10 people.  

On 12 June 2015, the International Coalition’s war planes targeted displaced civilians in al-Mastoorah 

village near Saluk in the countryside of ar-Raqqah killing 5 people.  

On 14 June 2015, the regime’s forces struck the town of Madaya in Rif Dimashq with artillery shells 

killing 5 people.  

On 15 June 2015, a shell fell over al-Sabeel neighbourhood, which is under the control of the regime 

in Aleppo, killing 7 people.  

On 15 June 2015, a shell fell on al-Rahman mosque in al-Sabeel neighbourhood, which is under the 

control of the regime in Aleppo, killing 7 people.2  

On 16 June 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 26 people.  

On 16 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the surroundings of the town of al-Ghariyah al-

Sharqiyah in the countryside of Daraa killing 24 people.  

On 16 June 2015, ISIS detonated a car in Um Hawsh village in the countryside of Aleppo killing 10 

people.  

On 16 June 2015, Areehah in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 8 

people.  

On 16 June 2015, one of the armed opposition brigades launched a rocket at Arnus Square in 

Damascus killing 11 people.  

                                                           
2 This is similar to the sentence before it but because it’s repeated twice in the Arabic it’s repeated twice here.  
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On 18 June 2015, a domestically made rocket fell on Tishreen neighbourhood which is under the 

control of the regime in Aleppo killing 6 people. The party responsible for the attack remains 

unidentified.   

On 19 June 2015, al-Maadi neighbourhood in Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 

people.  

On 19 June 2015, Kafr Sajna village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 5 people.  

On 20 June 2015, al-Qasr al-Baladi neighbourhood in Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 6 people.  

On 20 June 2015, Abb al-Shawk village in the southern countryside of al-Hasakah was targeted by 

the Syrian Air Force killing 9 people.  

On 21 June 2015, al-Aseela neighbourhood in the Ancient City of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian 

Air Force killing 8 people.  

On 22 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Saad al-Ansari mosque in al-

Ansari neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 16 worshippers.  

On 22 June 2015, Babees village in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 5 people.  

On 23 June 2015, Ihras village in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 10 people.  

On 23 June 2015, a car bomb exploded in front of Baydar al-Sultani mosque in al-Tall in Rif Dimashq 

as the worshippers were leaving after completing their taraweeh prayers that are performed 

specifically during the holy month of Ramadan. The attack killed 13 people.  

On 24 June 2015, Uthayna elementary school in Tadmur in the countryside of Homs was targeted by 

the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 24 June 2015, the town of Jarjanaz in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 11 people.  

On 25 June 2015, a gathering of commuting civilians and fuel tanks was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force near Hasajik village in the countryside of Aleppo killing 15 people.  

On 25 June 2015, ISIS aired a video recording entitled “repent or we shall overcome you– the state of 

Damascus” which showed the confessions and executions of 12 members of Jaysh al-Islam and al-

Nusra Front.  
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On 25 June 2015, ISIS carried out two attacks in which it detonated explosives in Ayn al-Arab 

(Kobani) in the countryside of Aleppo killing 252 people. 

On 25 June 2015, a family consisting of 6 people was killed after a landmine exploded with the car 

that was carrying them while they were leaving al-Jorah neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor which is 

under the control of the regime.    

On 27 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town of Naseeb in the 

countryside of Daraa killing 10 people.  

On 27 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Halak neighbourhood in 

Aleppo killing 7 people.  

On 28 June 2015, ISIS executed 9 people in al-Mayadin in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor charging 

them with various counts.  

On 29 June 2015, the only church in Tadmur in the countryside of Homs was targeted by the Syrian 

Air Force killing 7 people, all of whom were children.  

On 30 June 2015, a popular market in the town of Ihsim in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by 

the Syrian Air Force killing 21 people.  

On 30 June 2015, a popular market in Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 12 people.  

On 30 June 2015, al-Saliheen neighbourhood in Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

25 people.  

July  

On 1 July 2015, the town of Tadif in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 9 people.  

On 1 July 2015, Jaysh al-Islam, a member of the armed opposition brigades, aired a video recording 

showing the executions of 18 ISIS members. The recording is the first of its kind on behalf of the 

armed opposition.  

On 1 July 2015, the town of Saida in the countryside of Daraa was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 13 people.  

On 2 July 2015, Tafas in the countryside of Daraa was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 

people.  

On 3 July 2015, a suicide bomber attacked Najeeb Salim mosque in Areehah in the countryside of 

Idlib while attendees were preparing to collectively break their fast in the holy month of Ramadan, 

killing 25 people.  
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On 4 July 2015, ISIS aired a video recording showing the collective execution of 25 people accused of 

being members of the Syrian Armed Forces by children dressed as ISIS 

On 4 July 2015, ISIS aired a video recording showing the collective execution of 25 people accused of 

being members of the Syrian Armed Forces in the Roman amphitheatre in Tadmur. The executions 

were carried out by 25 children dressed in ISIS uniforms.  

On 4 July 2015, the International Coalition’s war planes struck the surroundings of Hamida al-Taher 

school in ar-Raqqah killing 7 people.  

On 5 July 2015, the town of Hazareen in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 6 people.  

On 5 July 2015, the town of Ain Tarma in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian 

Air Force killing 6 people.  

On 5 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Hawsh village in the 

countryside of Hama killing 5 people.  

On 5 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the town of Saida in the countryside of Daraa 

killing 6 people.  

On 5 July 2015, a Bedouin tent in Abu al-Tababeer in the eastern countryside of Homs was targeted 

by the Syrian Air Force killing 9 people.  

On 7 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force dropped barrel bombs on the town of Naseeb in the countryside 

of Daraa killing 9 people.  

On 7 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a popular market in al-Maadi 

neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 5 people.  
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On 7 July 2015, Meida’a village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 5 refugees from al-Latamna in the countryside of Hama.  

On 8 July 2015, al-Sheikh Yaseen neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 5 people.  

On 8 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the surroundings of Ibad al-

Rahman mosque in Karam al-Beik neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 25 people.  

On 8 July 2015, Tadmur in the countryside of Homs was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 7 

people.  

On 10 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town of al-Hara in the 

countryside of Daraa killing 6 people.  

On 11 July 2015, a market in al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 35 people.  

On 13 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town of al-Fatira in the 

countryside of Idlib killing 20 people.  

On 13 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Bab in the countryside of 

Aleppo killing 35 people.  

On 15 July 2015, Darat Azza in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 8 people.  

On 15 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town of Tadif in the 

countryside of Aleppo killing 5 people.  

On 16 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Bab in the countryside of 

Aleppo killing 6 people.  

On 16 July 2015, Jubb al-Qubbeh neighbourhood in Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 13 people.  

On 16 July 2015, Bab al-Nayrab neighbourhood in Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 6 people.  

On 16 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the town of Awram al-Juz in the countryside of 

Idlib killing 11 people.  

On 16 July 2015, al-Khaween village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 8 people. 

On 16 July 2015, the main market in Maarrat Misrin in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 17 people. 
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On 17 July 2014, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Bab in the countryside of 

Aleppo killing 5 people.  

On 17 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Aisha village in the countryside 

of al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo killing 5 people.  

On 17 July 2015, Darat Azza in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 6 people.  

On 18 July 2015, Arbin in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 11 people.  

On 18 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Bosra al-Sham in the countryside 

of Daraa killing 6 people.  

On 18 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Karam al-Beik neighbourhood in 

Aleppo killing 5 people.  

On 18 July 2015, al-Kalaasa neighbourhood in Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 

people.  

On 20 July 2015, Manbaj, which is under the control of ISIS, in the countryside of Aleppo was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 23 people.  

On 20 July 2015, a car bomb exploded on the road between Al-Amoudieh and Darkoush in the 

western countryside of Idlib killing 5 people. The party responsible for the attack remains 

unidentified.  

On 20 July 2015, the regime’s artillery shelled the town of Siyaj in al-Maqilibiya in Rif Dimashq 

killing 5 people.  

On 21 July 2015, al-Maghayir neighbourhood in Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

25 people.  

On 22 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters shelled Qasr al-Bareej village in the countryside of al-Bab 

in the countryside of Aleppo killing 18 people.  

On 23 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Ghariyah al-Gharbiyah in the 

countryside of Daraa killing 15 people.  

On 23 July 2015, the town of al-Baara in Jabal al-Zawiya in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by 

the Syrian Air Force killing 8 people.  

On 24 July 2015, Kafr Mus village in Kafr Nabl in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 8 people.  

On 24 July 2015, al-Yaduda village in the countryside of Daraa was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 7 people.  
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On 25 July 2015, a shell from an unknown source was dropped on al-Shahba al-Jadeeda 

neighbourhood which is under the control of the regime in Aleppo killing 5 people.  

On 27 July 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 6 people.  

On 28 July 2015, the hospital in the town of Kansfara in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 9 people.  

On 28 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted al-Madeeq Castle village in the countryside of 

Hama with naval mines killing 12 people.  

On 29 July 2015, a market in Saraqeb in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 17 people.  

On 29 July 2015, al-Salihiya in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 13 people.  

On 30 July 2015, the regime’s forces targeted a tractor with a tank shell on the road between Qastun 

and al-Ankawi in the countryside of Hama killing 5 people from one family from Qastun village in 

the countryside of Hama.  

On 30 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Tafas in the countryside of Dara 

killing 6 people.  

On 30 July 2015, the International Coalition’s war planes targeted al-Bukamal in the countryside of 

Deir ez-Zor killing 5 people.  

August 

On 1 August 2015, the regime’s artillery shelled the town of Madaya in Rif Dimashq killing 5 people.  

On 1 August 2015, the Kurdish People’s Protection Unit (YPG) opened fire on a gathering of 

displaced people from Sareen village in the countryside of Aleppo killing 15 people and injuring 

dozens other.  

On 3 August 2015, a war plane fell on a popular market in Areehah in the countryside of Idlib 

killing 38 people. The reason behind the crash is unknown.  

On 3 August 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Hurta village in Jabal Shashabu in the 

countryside of Hama with naval mines killing 6 people.  

On 7 August 2015, Juzaf village in Jabal al-Zawiya in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 7 people.  

On 7 August 2015, Arnaba village in Jabal al-Zawiya in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  
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On 8 August 2015, the town of Deir Hafir in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian 

Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 8 August 2015, a cattle market in the town of Sinjar in the countryside of Maarrat al-Nouman in 

the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 12 people.  

On 8 August 2015, a mortar shell fell on al-Thawra street in Damascus killing 5 people. The party 

responsible for the shelling is unknown.  

On 9 August 2015, the public square in Kafr Ameem village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted 

by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 10 August 2015, the town of Jarjanaz in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 5 people.  

On 10 August 2015, mortar shells fell on al-Maydan neighbourhood which is under the control of 

the regime in Aleppo killing 11 people. The source of the shelling is unknown.  

On 11 August 2015, the central vegetable market in Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

11 people.  

On 11 August 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town of al-Ghanto in the 

countryside of Homs killing 6 people.  

On 11 August 2015, the International Coalition’s war planes targeted Atma in the countryside of 

Idlib along the Turkish borders killing 7 people.  

On 12 August 2015, a popular market in the centre of Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 28 people.  

On 12 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force carried out two raids with thermobaric rockets against 

Saqba in Rif Dimashq, one of which was against the popular market in the city, killing 9 people and 

injuring approximately 50 others.  

On 12 August 2015, Kafr Batna in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 12 August 2015, a group of refugees from Homs’s northern countryside was ambushed near Um 

Khreiza village in the eastern countryside of Hama where the militias affiliated to the regime killed 

23 people. 

On 12 August 2015, Arbin in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 13 people.  

On 13 August 2015, Kafr Aweed village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 7 people.  

On 13 August 2015, Mozra village in Jabal al-Zawiya in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  
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On 13 August 2015, the town of Kafr Batna in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 6 people.  

On 14 August 2015, the International Coalition’s war planes targeted al-Murawwah village south 

east Sareen in the eastern countryside of Aleppo killing 6 people.  

On 15 August 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Ain al-Fija village in Wadi Barda in Rif 

Dimashq killing 20 people.  

On 15 August 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Basima village (Huraira) in Wadi Barda in the 

countryside of Damascus killing 7 people.  

On 16 August 2015, a market in Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

102 people.  

On 16 August 2015, Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 7 people.  

On 16 August 2015, mortar shells form an unknown source were launched at al-Hamdaniya 

neighbourhood which is under the control of the regime in Aleppo killing 8 people.  

On 16 August 2015, helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the popular market in Daraa al-Balad in the 

countryside of Daraa killing 8 people.  

On 16 August 2015, the regime’s war planes and helicopters targeted Tadmur in the countryside of 

Homs killing 6 people.  

On 17 August 2015, Salahadin neighbourhood in Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 7 people.  

On 17 August 2015, the town of al-Latamna in the countryside of Hama was targeted by the 

regime’s helicopters killing 6 people among them an unborn child.  

On 19 August 2015, the regime’s forces shelled Harasta in Rif Dimashq with heavy artillery and 

mortar shells killing 12 people.  

On 20 August 2015, the regime’s forces shelled Douma in Rif Dimashq with heavy artillery and 

mortar shells killing 7 people. 

On 21 August 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo killing 15 

people.  

On 21 August 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Idlib with naval mines killing 5 people; a 

mother and her 4 children.  

On 22 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force shelled Douma in Rif Dimashq with heavy artillery and 

mortar shells killing 41 people.  
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On 23 August 2015, the main market in the centre of Saqba in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 10 people.  

On 23 August 2015, Hamouriya in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 13 

people.  

On 23 August 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 23 August 2015, Arbin in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 23 August 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Tal Sab’een in the countryside of Aleppo 

killing 5 people.    

On 24 August 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the town of al-Baara in the countryside of Idlib 

killing 19 people.  

On 24 August 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 14 people.  

On 24 August 2015, Arbin in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 10 people.  

On 25 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched a surface to surface missile at as-Sukari 

neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 6 people.  

On 26 August 2015, the regime’s forces launched a Fil rocket at as-Sukari neighbourhood in Aleppo 

killing 6 people.  

On 26 August 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town of Madaya in Rif 

Dimashq killing 5 people.  

On 29 August 2015, Arbin in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 29 August 2015, ISIS detonated a car bomb in Tal Rifat in Aleppo killing 8 people.  

On 30 August 2015, Saqba in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 8 people.  

On 30 August 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 12 people.  

On 30 August 2015, Qurrat Jarn village in Jabal Shashabu in Hama’s western countryside was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 30 August 2015, Ma’rata village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 6 people.  

On 31 August 2015, a popular market in Ain Tarma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 9 people. 

September 

On 1 September 2015, Arbin in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  
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On 2 September 2015, a car bomb exploded in al-Hamam Square on the on the outskirts of Latakia 

killing 10 people. The party responsible for the explosion remains unidentified.  

On 2 September 2015, the International Coalition’s war planes raided Khashkhasha village in the 

northern countryside of Aleppo, which is under the control of ISIS, with several air strikes killing 6 

people.   

On 2 September 2015, the regime’s forces struck the town of Madaya in Rif Dimashq with artillery 

shells, mortar shells and rockets killing 7 people.  

On 2 September 2015, Saqba in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 2 September 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 12 people.  

On 4 September 2015, a car bomb exploded in al-Suwaida. When the casualties were carried to the 

city’s National Hospital, another car exploded raising the death toll to 36 people. Among them was 

Sheikh Wahid al-Balus; one of the main figures of the Druze sect in the city. The party responsible for 

the attack remains unidentified.  

On 6 September 2015, Harasta in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 5 people.  

On 10 September 2015, ISIS detonated a car bomb at a checkpoint at the entrance to Azaz from Kafr 

Khasher village in the countryside of Aleppo killing 5 people.  

On 11 September 2015, the regime’s forces launched a surface to surface missile at Tareeq al-Sad 

neighbourhood in Daraa killing 6 people.  

On 11 September 2015, the regime’s forces struck Douma in Rif Dimashq with a surface to surface 

missile and multiple rocket launchers killing 5 people.  

On 11 September 2015, shells fired from an unknown source fell on al-Duwaila’a in Damascus killing 

11 people.  

On 13 September 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs at the industrial city in Idlib 

killing 8 people.  

On 14 September 2015, a tank car carrying explosives driven by a suicide bomber exploded near 

Adwar Ewas school in the predominantly Christian area Masaken al-Mahatta in al-Hasakah killing 

6 people.  

On 15 September 2015, Salahadin neighbourhood in Aleppo was shelled killing 12 people. The party 

responsible for the shelling is unknown.  

On 15 September 2015, al-Khalidiya neighbourhood, which is under the control of the regime, in 

Aleppo was shelled killing 6 people.  
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On 15 September 2015, al-Hamdaniya neighbourhood, which is under the control of the regime, in 

Aleppo was shelled killing 5 people.  

On 16 September 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 16 September 2015, Sufuhan village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 9 people.  

On 16 September 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs at al-Mashad neighbourhood 

in Aleppo killing 20 people.   

On 16 September 2015, al-Kalaasa neighbourhood in Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 10 people.  

On 16 September 2015, the town of Jadeed Akeedat in Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 6 people.  

On 17 September 2015, the Syrian Air force raided ar-Raqqah several times killing 30 people.  

On 17 September 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a popular market in Bosra 

al-Sham in the countryside of Daraa killing 22 people.  

On 17 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched two rockets at al-Shaar neighbourhood in 

Aleppo killing 5 people.  

On 17 September 2015, al-Kalaasa neighbourhood in Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 6 people.  

On 17 September 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 15 

people.  

On 18 September 2015, Tadmur in the countryside of Homs was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 33 people. 

On 18 September 2015, Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 17 people.  

On 19 September 2015, Areehah in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 5 people.  

On 19 September 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Tadmur in the countryside 

of Homs killing 9 people, six of whom were from one family.  

On 20 September 2015, al-Muwasalat in the al-Shaar neighbourhood in Aleppo was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 6 people.  

On 20 September 2015, al-Maydan neighbourhood which is under the control of the regime in 

Aleppo was shelled, killing 16 people. 

On 20 September 2015, Arbin in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  
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On 21 September 2015, the regime’s Armed Forces launched a surface to surface missile at the 

popular market Sad al-Loz Souq in al-Shaar neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 22 people.  

On 21 September 2015, shells were dropped at al-Maydan mosque in al-Maydan neighbourhood 

which is under the control of the regime in Aleppo, killing 6 people. The party responsible for the 

shelling remains unidentified.  

On 21 September 2015, Tadmur in the countryside of Homs was targeted by the regime’s forces 

killing 11 people.  

On 21 September 2015, the town of Maraat in the eastern countryside of Deir ez-Zor was targeted by 

the Syrian Air Force killing 13 people.  

On 21 September 2015, ar-Raqqah was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 6 people.  

On 22 September 2015, al-Halak neighbourhood in Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 12 people.  

On 23 September 2015, the regime’s forces executed a mother and her four children whilst on their 

way from Latakia to Aleppo.  

On 24 September 2015, Kafr Ruma in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 13 people.  

On 25 September 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 8 people.  

On 25 September 2015, Tal Minnis in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 10 people.  

On 26 September 2015, the regime’s forces launched a surface to surface missile at a children’s park in 

al-Waer neighbourhood in Homs during Eid al-Fitr festivities, killing 25 people most of whom were 

children.  

On 29 September 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Taftanaz in the 

countryside of Idlib killing 7 people.  

On 27 September 2015, the town of Haysh in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 6 people.  

On 28 September 2015, al-Mayadin in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 40 people.  

On 30 September 2015, Talbiseh in the countryside of Homs was targeted by Russian war planes 

killing 16 people.  

On 30 September 2015, ar-Rastan in the countryside of Homs was targeted by Russian war planes 

killing 6 people.  
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On 30 September 2015, Al-Za’farana village in the countryside of Homs was targeted by Russian 

war planes killing 11 people.  

October 

On 2 October 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the main market in al-Bab 

which is under the control of ISIS in the countryside of Aleppo killing 15 people. Activists in the 

city stated that the death toll reached 90 people.  

On 2 October 2015, a popular market in the town of Deir Hafir in the countryside of Aleppo was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 10 people.   

On 3 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Ihsim village in the countryside of Idlib killing 11 

people.  

On 4 October 2015, a cattle market in the town of Uqayribat in the countryside of Hama was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 5 October 2015, al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

6 people.  

On 6 October 2015, al-Wadi al-Ahmar in Tadmur in the countryside of Homs was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 12 people.  

On 7 October 2015, the regime’s war planes targeted Ma’saran village in the countryside of Idlib 

killing 9 people.  

On 8 October 2015, ISIS detonated a car bomb in the centre of Haritan in the northern countryside of 

Aleppo killing 15 people.  

On 9 October 2015, Russian multiple rocket launchers struck a refugee camp in al-Naqeer in the 

countryside of Idlib with cluster warheads killing 5 refugees.  

On 10 October 2015, the town of Bait Sawa in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 7 people.  

On 10 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the town of al-Taman’a in the countryside of Idlib 

killing 6 people.  

On 13 October 2015, a popular market in Ain Tarma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 15 people.  

On 13 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Hayyan in the countryside of Aleppo killing 7 

people.  

On 13 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Dara Azza in the countryside of Aleppo killing 5 

people.  
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On 14 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched a Fil rocket at Saif al-Dawla neighbourhood in 

Aleppo killing 5 people.  

On 14 October 2015, al-Rawiya station on the international road between ar-Raqqah and Aleppo 

was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 15 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted a refugee shelter in the town of al-Ghanto in the 

countryside of Homs killing 48 people.  

On 15 October 2015, Teir Maalah village in the countryside of Homs was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force and Russian war planes killing 24 people.  

On 16 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Kafr Karmeen village in the countryside of Aleppo 

killing 12 people.  

On 16 October 2015, al-Marj in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 6 people.  

On 16 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Teir Maalah village in the countryside of Homs 

killing 11 people.  

On 16 October 2015, the surroundings of al-Siyasiyah Bridge in Deir ez-Zor were targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 17 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Ghanto village in the countryside of Homs 

killing 5 people.  

On 17 October 2015, al-Sabiqiya village in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 5 people.  

On 19 October 2015, al-Ardi neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 10 people.  

On 19 October 2015, the regime’s artillery shelled an elementary school in al-Makhram al-Tahtani in 

the countryside of Homs killing 11 people.  

On 19 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Besheirfieh village in Jabal al-Akrad in the 

countryside of Latakia killing 20 people.  

On 20 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Sarmin in the countryside of Idlib killing 12 

people.  

On 20 October 2015, al-Marj in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 6 people.  

On 21 October 2015, Um al-Khanadiq village in the countryside of Hama was targeted by the Syrian 

Air Force killing 5 people.  
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On 22 October 2015, the town of Misraba in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 9 people.  

 

On 15 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted a refugee shelter in the town of al-Ghanto in the 

countryside of Homs killing 48 individuals of Al-Assaf family and relatives 

On 23 October 2015, Talbiseh in the countryside of Homs was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 17 people.  

On 23 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Barmum3 village in the countryside of Aleppo 

killing 6 people.  

On 23 October 2015, the town of Kalali in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 6 people.  

On 24 October 2015, the regime’s forces launched missiles and mortar rockets at Douma in Rif 

Dimashq killing 9 people.  

On 26 October 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the town of al-Ghanto in the countryside of Homs 

killing 7 people.  

On 27 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the town of Haritan in the countryside of Aleppo 

killing 9 people.  

                                                           
3 I think this might be Barqum but I’ve left it as it is in the Arabic 
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On 27 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Tal Hadya4 village in Aleppo’s southern 

countryside killing 13 people.  

On 27 October 2015, the regime’s forces launched rockets at the popular market in Harasta al-Qantara 

in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq killing 7 people.  

On 27 October 2015, the regime’s forces launched rockets at the town of Deir al-Asafir in Rif 

Dimashq killing 5 people.  

On 28 October 2015, the regime’s artillery shelled Douma in Rif Dimashq killing 5 people.  

On 29 October 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 16 people.  

On 30 October 2015, Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 8 people.  

On 30 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Manbaj which is under the control of ISIS in 

Aleppo killing 40 people.  

On 30 October 2015, Wadi al-Arayes in al-Kalaasa neighbourhood in Aleppo was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 31 people.  

On 30 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Bab which is under the control of ISIS in 

Aleppo killing 16 people.  

On 30 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Firdaws neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 15 

people.  

On 30 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Salahadin neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 5 

people.  

On 30 October 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 63 people.  

On 31 October 2015, Deir Qaaq west of al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 9 people.  

On 31 October 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 9 people.  

On 31 October 2015, the town of Namr in the countryside of Daraa was targeted by the regime’s 

helicopters killing 9 people.  

November  

On 2 November 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 6 people.  

On 2 November 2015, a bread store in al-Qaryatayn village in the countryside of Homs was targeted 

by Russian war planes killing 26 people.  

                                                           
4 I think this might be Tal Hadba but I’ve left it as it is in the Arabic 
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On 3 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Ansari neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 11 

people.  

On 3 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted Bustan al-Qasr neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 

6 people.  

On 3 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted ar-Raqqah killing 21 people.  

On 3 November 2015, the regime’s forces bombed Khan Shaykhun in the countryside of Idlib with 

cluster bombs killing 8 people.  

On 4 November 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 9 people.  

On 4 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted a bus in ar-Raqqah that was carrying civilians 

heading from Hasrat in the countryside of al-Bukamal towards the Turkish borders, killing 14 people.  

On 5 November 2015, Omar bin al-Khattab mosque and the Souq al-Moukebi marekt in al-Bukamal 

in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor were targeted by Russian war planes killing 18 people.  

On 5 November 2015, a mortar shell fell on al-A’thamiya neighbourhood which is under the control 

of the regime in Aleppo killing 6 people.  

On 6 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Karkat village in Jabal Shashabu in the 

countryside of Hama killing 5 people.  

On 7 November 2015, a market in Douma in Rif Dimashq alongside other residential areas were 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 26 people.  

On 8 November 2015, the market in Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by 

the Syrian Air Force killing 9 people.  

On 9 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a refugee camp in the countryside of Latakia 

along the Turkish borders with cluster bombs killing 6 people.  

On 9 November 2015, al-Suwana in the countryside of Homs was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 5 people.  

On 9 November 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on I’sha village in the 

countryside of Aleppo killing 15 people.  

On 10 November 2015, the regime’s artillery shelled Douma in Rif Dimashq killing 15 people.  

On 10 November 2015, two rocket shells launched from an unknown source fell on Latakia killing 22 

people.  

On 10 November 2015, the International Coalition’s war planes targeted al-Butha village in Tal 

Barak in al-Hasakah’s countryside killing 6 people.  
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On 12 November 2015, the regime’s artillery targeted the town of al-Ghariyah al-Sharqiyah in the 

countryside of Daraa killing 7 people.  

On 13 November 2015, militias affiliated to the regime ambushed a group of civilians travelling on the 

road between al-Hula and Homs’s northern countryside killing 6 people. 

On 14 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted the town of Kafr Hamra in the countryside of 

Aleppo killing 5 people.  

On 14 November 2015, Harat Hassoun in ar-Raqqah was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 

people.  

On 15 November 2015, the International Coalition’s war planes targeted ar-Raqqah killing 15 people.  

On 17 November 2015, al-Muhsin in Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 9 

people.  

On 19 November 2015, the regime’s artillery and war planes shelled Douma in Rif Dimashq killing 

14 people.   

On 19 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted an olive mill in al-Sheikh Miskeen in the 

countryside of Daraa killing 19 people.  

On 19 November 2015, al-Sheikh Miskeen in the countryside of Daraa was targeted by the Syrian 

Air Force killing 6 people.  

On 20 November 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the town of Ain Tarma in Rif Dimashq killing 7 

people.  

On 20 November 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the town of Boleel in the countryside of Deir ez-

Zor killing 5 people.  

On 20 November 2015, al-Zabari village in al-Mayadin in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 25 people.  

On 20 November 2015, Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 7 people.  

On 21 November 2015, Tareeq al-Sad neighbourhood in Daraa was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 10 people.  

On 21 November 2015, Khan al-Sabeel village in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian 

Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 21 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Qaseela neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 5 

people.  

On 21 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Mahdum village in the countryside of 

Aleppo killing 5 people.  
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On 21 November 2015, an explosion of landmines planted by ISIS near Harjallah village in the 

northern countryside of Aleppo killed 5 people.  

On 22 November 2015, the regime’s forces launched a surface to surface missile and mortar rockets at 

Douma in Rif Dimashq killing 7 people.  

On 22 November 2015, rocket shells from an unknown source fell on al-Akramiya neighbourhood 

which is under the control of the regime in Aleppo killing 6 people.  

On 24 November 2015, the town of Deir al-Asafir in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 7 people.  

On 26 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted ar-Raqqah killing 15 people.  

On 26 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Khafsa in the eastern countryside of Aleppo 

killing 7 people.  

On 26 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib 

killing 5 people.  

On 27 November 2015, the Kurdish People’s Protection Unit (YPG) and the Syrian Democratic Forces 

killed 20 people, mainly women and children, in Tinneb village in the countryside of Aleppo.  

On 28 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted the town of al-Sura in the countryside of Daraa 

killing 6 people.  

On 28 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted Binnish in the countryside of Idlib killing 8 

people.  

On 28 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force dropped barrel bombs on a field hospital supported by 

Doctors Without Borders in the town of Al-Za’farana in the countryside of Homs killing 7 people 

and injuring 47 patients.  

On 29 November 2015, a popular market in Areehah in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by 

Russian war planes killing 25 people.  

On 29 November 2015, Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 29 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted Azaz in the countryside of Aleppo killing 8 

people.  

On 29 November 2015, members of the Kurdish Working Party executed 13 people from Mremin 

village in the countryside of Aleppo.  

On 30 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted the town of al-Sakhna in the countryside of 

Homs killing 5 people.  
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December  

On 1 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Ghnayme village in Jabal al-Akrad in the 

countryside of Latakia, killing 7 people.  

On 2 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the town of al-Qaryatayn in the countryside of 

Homs, killing 6 people.   

On 3 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Arbin in Rif Dimashq, killing 7 people, mostly 

children.  

On 3 December 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the town of Qita in the countryside of Daraa with 

artillery shells, killing 6 people.  

On 4 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the town of al-Qaryatayn in the countryside of 

Homs, killing 6 people.  

On 4 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Talbiseh in the countryside of Homs, killing 14 

people.  

On 4 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the town of Jisreen in Rif Dimashq, killing 25 

people.  

On 4 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Kafr Batna in Rif Dimashq, killing 16 people. 

On 4 December 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Douma in Rif Dimashq with rocket launchers, 

killing 8 people.  

On 4 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Arb’een village in the countryside of Hama, 

killing 5 people.  

On 5 December 2015, ISIS targeted al-Jora neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor with mortar shells, killing 5 

people.  

On 5 December 2015, a car bomb exploded near a base for al-Jabha al-Shamiya (the Levant Front) in 

Aleppo’s northern countryside, killing 8 people. None of the other parties claimed responsibility for 

the attack.  

On 6 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Zamalka in Rif Dimashq, killing 18 people.  

On 6 December 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Douma in Rif Dimashq with mortar shells, killing 

9 people.  

On 6 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted ar-Raqqah, killing 15 people.  

On 7 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted as-Sukari neighbourhood in Aleppo, killing 6 

people.  
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On 7 December 2015, the International Coalition’s planes targeted the town of al-Khan al-Qareebe 

near Hul village in the countryside of al-Hasakah, killing 39 people.  

On 7 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Halak neighbourhood in Aleppo, killing 5 

people.  

On 7 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the town Kafr Hamra in the countryside of 

Aleppo, killing 7 people. 

On 7 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the town of Kafr Hamra in the countryside of 

Aleppo, killing 13 people.  

On 7 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Najiya village in the countryside of Idlib, 

killing 5 people.  

On 8 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Kinsabba village in the countryside of Latakia, 

killing 12 people.  

On 9 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the town of Hamouriya in Rif Dimashq, killing 

21 people.  

On 9 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the farms in the town of al-Nashabiya in Rif 

Dimashq, killing 9 people. 

On 9 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Maraand village in the countryside of Idlib, 

killing 9 people.  

On 9 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Saliheen neighbourhood in Aleppo, killing 13 

people.  

On 10 December 2015, ISIS set off 3 explosions in Tal Tamr village in the countryside of al-Hasakah, 

killing 22 people.  

On 11 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a bread distribution point in al-Qasabiya village 

in the countryside of Idlib, killing 7 people.  

On 12 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the town of al-Susa in al-Bukamal in the 

countryside of Deir ez-Zor, killing 9 people.  

On 12 December 2015, a car bomb exploded on the road between al-Abbasiya roundabout and the 

local Hospital in al-Zahraa neighbourhood in Homs, killing 14 people. 

On 12 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Hamouriya in Rif Dimashq, killing 9 people. 

On 12 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Atarib in the countryside of Aleppo, killing 16 

people.  



The 14th annual report on Human rights in Syria 

  48 

On 12 December 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Darayya in Rif Dimashq, 

killing 5 people.  

On 12 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a small taxi in al-Kabsh in the countryside of ar-

Raqqah, killing 6 people.  

On 12 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Manbaj in the countryside of Aleppo, killing 13 

people.  

On 13 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Douma in Rif Dimashq alongside shelling it 

with its artillery, killing 48 people.  

On 13 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Saqba in Rif Dimashq, killing 5 people.  

On 13 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a popular market in the town of Maskanah in the 

countryside of Aleppo, killing 20 people.  

On 13 December 2015, mortar shells launched from an unknown source fell on Dhahiyat al-Asad in 

Damascus, killing 7 people.  

On 13 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Kabr village in the countryside of Deir ez-

Zor, killing 6 people.  

On 14 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Marjeh neighbourhood in Aleppo, killing 10 

people.  

On 14 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib, 

killing 5 people.  

On 14 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the town of Kafr Hamra in the countryside of 

Aleppo, killing 5 people.  

On 15 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a fuel market in Maarrat al-Na’san in the 

countryside of Idlib, killing 20 people.  

On 15 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a market in the town of Maskanah in the 

countryside of Aleppo, killing 23 people.  

On 15 December 2015, a group of anonymous gunmen opened fire at the head of The House of Justice 

Court in Houran and at 4 others who were accompanying him at the time, on the road between Daraa 

and the town of Tal Shihab in the countryside of Daraa, killing them all.  

On 16 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo, killing 8 

people.  

On 17 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Azaz in the countryside of Aleppo, killing 10 

people.  



The 14th annual report on Human rights in Syria 

  49 

On 17 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo, killing 10 

people.  

On 17 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted ar-Raqqah, killing 13 people.  

On 18 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib, 

killing 15 people.  

On 18 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Najiya village in the countryside of Idlib, 

killing 5 people.  

On 18 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Haritan in the countryside of Aleppo, killing 6 

people.  

On 20 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the neighbourhoods of Idlib, killing 46 people.  

On 20 December 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Bab in the countryside of 

Aleppo, killing 6 people.  

On 20 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the surroundings of the town of Kafr Naha in the 

countryside of Aleppo¸ killing 8 civilians and 5 combatants.  

On 20 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the town of Sawa in the Rif Dimashq, killing 5 

people.  

On 21 December 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Bab in the countryside of 

Aleppo alongside striking it with rockets, killing 13 people.  

On 22 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the town of Badama in the countryside of Idlib, 

killing 5 people.  

On 22 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Bzeneh village in Rif Dimashq, killing 20 

people.  

On 22 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Hamidiya neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor, 

killing 14 people.  

On 22 December 2015, ISIS targeted Harabish neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor with mortar shells, 

killing 11 people. 

On 23 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Taldou in al-Hula in the countryside of Homs, 

killing 5 people.   

On 23 December 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Sheikh Miskeen in the 

countryside of Daraa, killing 8 people.  
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On 24 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a vegetable lorry that was transporting civilians 

from the town of Bzaa’a on the road between Kafr Naseh and Harbal in the countryside of Aleppo 

whilst they were attempting to flee form an area controlled by ISIS, killing 14 of them.  

On 24 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Arbin in Rif Dimashq, killing 8 people.  

On 24 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Hamouriya in Rif Dimashq, killing 23 people.  

On 25 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Azaz in the countryside of Aleppo, killing 14 

people.  

On 25 December 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Nawa in the countryside of 

Daraa, killing 5 people.  

On 25 December 2015, the regime’s forces ambushed a group of people in al-Zabadani in Rif 

Dimashq as they were attempting to send some humanitarian aid into the town of Madaya in Rif 

Dimashq, killing 6 of them.  

On 26 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the town of Jarjanaz in the countryside of Idlib, 

killing 9 people.  

On 26 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Douma in Rif Dimashq alongside shelling it 

with its artillery, killing 5 people.  

On 27 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the town of Kheil in the countryside of Daraa, 

killing 6 people.  

On 27 December 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Tillef village in the 

countryside of Hama, killing 6 people.  

On 27 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the salt factories in Tadmur in the countryside of 

Homs, killing 18 people.  

On 28 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the town of Zabdeen in Rif Dimashq, killing 6 

people.  

On 28 December 2015, two car bombs exploded in al-Zahraa neighbourhood in Homs, killing 20 

people. The party behind the attack remains unidentified. 

On 28 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Tal Rifat in the countryside of Aleppo, killing 19 

people.  

On 28 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Ain al-Ghazal village in the countryside of 

Latakia, killing 6 people.  

On 30 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Douma in Rif Dimashq, killing 9 people.  
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On 30 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Tadmur in the countryside of Homs, killing 5 

people.  

On 30 December 2015, three explosions set off at the same time in a number of restaurants in 

Christian neighbourhoods in al-Qamishli, killing 18 people. ISIS declared responsibility for the 

attack. 

 

al-Shaar neighbourhood in Aleppo on 26/2/2015 
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Targeting markets 

The year 2015 saw an unprecedented sharp increase in the targeting of markets. The Syrian Human 

Rights Committee (SHRC) has recorded 91 incidents in which markets were attacked.  

Markets are considered main meeting points for residents and the fact that they are targeted has led 

to an increase in civilian targets, which is the main aim behind the artillery and air strikes carried out 

by the Syrian regime alongside Russian war planes which began their attacks in the end of 

September. 

From the end of 2012 till mid-2013, the Syrian regime focused its strikes on crowded bakeries; a trend 

which decreased in 2014. However, in 2015, local popular markets were widely and systematically 

targeted.      

 

In 2015, local popular markets were widely and systematically targeted.  Douman popular market 

was targeted on 12/8/2015 

Attacked markets 

Below is a list of the markets attacked in 2015 as documented by SHRC: 

On 18 January 2015, the main market in Bzeneh village near Deir al-Asafir in Rif Dimashq was 

struck with mortar shells by the regime’s forces killing 3 people.   
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On 19 January 2015, the main market in Arbin in Rif Dimashq was struck with mortar shells by the 

regime’s forces killing 7 people.  

On 20 January 2015, the popular market in al-Khansa village near Tal Hamis in the countryside of 

al-Hasakah was targeted by the regime’s helicopters killing 55 people and injuring 100 others.  

On 23 January 2015, a domestically-made shell was dropped on the market Souq al-Niswan in al-

Tilal neighbourhood in Aleppo injuring several people and damaging its stores. It is believed that 

the shell was launched by one of the armed opposition forces.  

On 23 January 2015, a popular market in Hamouriya in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 65 people and injuring about 100 others.  

On 24 January 2015, the market Souq al-Novoteh in al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 7 people and setting many of its stores on fire.  

On 29 January 2015, the cattle market in al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted four times 

by the Syrian Air Force killing 9 people.  

On 1 February 2015, the popular market in the town of Saida in the countryside of Daraa was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 2 women and damaging its stores. 

On 4 February 2015, a mortar shell was dropped on an electronics market in al-Buhturi street in the 

city of Aleppo killing 3 people and injuring 5 others.  

On 5 February 2015, a market in al-Hamad village in al-Hasakah’s southern countryside was 

targeted by helicopters killing 8 people and injuring 10 others. 

On 5 February 2015, the popular market in Kafr Batna in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 18 people.  

On 7 February 2015, a shopping market near al-Nadi roundabout in al-Mayadin in Deir ez-Zor was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 4 people.  

On 9 February 2015, a popular market in Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted with mortar shells 

launched by what is believed to be one of the regime’s forces. The attack caused severe damage to the 

stores there.  

On 26 February 2015, a mortar shell was dropped on al-Nayyal street in al-Aziziyah neighbourhood 

in Aleppo killing a woman and damaging many of its stores.  

On 30 March 2015, a car bomb was detonated in the popular market in the centre of the town of al-

Jiza in the countryside of Daraa killing 25 people and injuring dozens.  

On 11 April 2015, a barrel bomb was dropped by helicopters on the market Souq al-Haal in al-Maadi 

neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 26 people.   
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On 13 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Haal vegetable market and al-Thura bakery in the 

centre of Idlib killing 15 people.  

On 14 April 2015, the vegetable market in Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 15 people 

and injuring 30 others.  

On 25 April 2015, the popular market in al-Shaddadi in the countryside of al-Hasakah was targeted 

by the Syrian Air Force killing 11 people and severely damaging its stores.  

On 25 April 2015, the main market in the town of Darkoush in the countryside of Jisr al-Shughur in 

the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 42 people.  

On 29 April 2015, the main market in Binnish in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian 

Air Force killing 14 people.  

On 3 May 2015, helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the only bakery in the town of al-Ghariya al-

Sharqiya in the countryside of Daraa destroying it and forcing it to shut down.  

On 8 May 2015, the automated bakery in the town of al-Boleel in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force demolishing it completely.  

On 8 May 2015, a bakery in Iblin village in the 

countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

forcing it to shut down.  

On 11 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the popular market in Douma in Rif Dimashq with 

shells carrying white phosphorus, burning several residential buildings and stores in addition to 

killing 3 people.    

On 13 May 2015, a popular market in al-Ees in Aleppo’s southern countryside was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 41 people.  

On 16 May 2015, the main market in Saraqeb in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by Syrian war 

planes killing 16 people.  

On 30 May 2015, the market Souq al-Haal in al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by 

helicopters killing 67 people.  

On 30 May 2015, al-Souq street in al-Shaddadi in the countryside of al-Hasakah was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 13 people.  

On 30 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched two thermobaric rockets at the crowded popular 

market in the town of Ihsim in the countryside of Idlib, killing a minimum of 21 people and injuring 

dozens others. 

SHRC documented 93 attacks on 

popular markets throughout 2015 
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On 30 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force raided the market Souq al-Haal in Douma in Rif Dimashq 

killing a minimum of 10 people.  

On 2 June 2015, an automated bakery in Sawran in Azaz in the countryside of Aleppo was looted by 

ISIS members forcing it to shut down.  

On 3 June 2015, helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a popular market in Jubb al-Qubbeh 

neighbourhood in the Ancient City of Aleppo killing 10 people.  

On 9 June 2015, helicopters dropped a barrel bomb on a bakery in al-Ansari neighbourhood in 

eastern Aleppo damaging it.  

On 18 June 2015, the automated bakery in Mare’ in the countryside of Aleppo shut down after ISIS 

forces cut off fuel supplies from the city.  

On 30 June 2015, a popular market in the town of Ihsim in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by 

the Syrian Air Force killing 21 people.  

On 30 June 2015, a popular market in Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 12 people.  

On 30 June 2015, the only automated bakery in Khan Shaykhun in the countryside of Idlib was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force demolishing it completely.  

On 7 July 2015, helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a market in al-Maadi neighbourhood in Aleppo 

killing 5 people.  

On 11 July 2015, a market in al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 35 people.  

On 13 July 2015, helicopters targeted a fuel market in al-Bab in Aleppo’s eastern countryside killing 

15 people.  

On 16 July 2015, a market in Maarrat Misrin in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian 

Air Force killing 17 people.  

On 29 July 2015, a market in Saraqeb in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force 

killing 17 people.  

On 1 August 2015, a popular market in the town of Hoor in Aleppo’s western countryside was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force damaging its stores.  

On 3 August 2015, a war plane fell onto a popular market in Areehah in the countryside of Idlib 

killing 38 people.  

On 8 August 2015, a cattle market in the town of Sinjar in the countryside of Maarrat al-Nouman in 

the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 12 people.  
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On 11 August 2015, the central vegetable market in Idlib was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

11 people.  

On 12 August 2015, the automated bakery in Areehah in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force damaging it.  

On 12 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force struck the popular market in the centre of Saqba in Rif 

Dimashq with two raids of thermobaric rockets killing 9 people and injuring about 50 others.  

On 13 August 2015, a market in Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force injuring several people.  

On 16 August 2015, a market in Douma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 

102 people.  

 

Green market was targeted in Douma on 12/8/2015 leaving 28 fatalities 

On 16 August 2015, helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the popular market in Daraa al-Balad in the 

countryside of Daraa killing 8 people.  

On 23 August 2015, the main market in the centre of Saqba in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the 

Syrian Air Force killing 10 people.  

On 31 August 2015, a popular market in Ain Tarma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 9 people. 



The 14th annual report on Human rights in Syria 

  57 

On 13 September 2015, the surroundings of an automated bakery in Tadmur in the countryside of 

Homs were targeted by the Syrian Air Force destroying parts of the bakery.  

On 17 September 2015, helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a popular market in Bosra al-Sham in 

the countryside of Daraa killing 22 people.  

On 21 September 2015, the regime’s Armed Forces launched a surface to surface missile on the 

popular market Sad al-Loz Souq in al-Shaar neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 22 people.  

On 28 September 2015, al-Mayadin in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 40 people.  

On 2 October 2015, the main market in al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by 

helicopters killing 15 people. Activists in the city stated that the death toll reached 90 people.  

On 2 October 2015, a popular market in the town of Deir Hafir in the countryside of Aleppo was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 10 people.   

On 4 October 2015, a cattle market in the town of Uqayribat in the countryside of Hama was 

targeted by the Syrian Air Force killing 5 people.  

On 8 October 2015, ISIS members detonated a car bomb in the centre of Haritan in the northern 

countryside of Aleppo killing 15 people.  

On 13 October 2015, a popular market in Ain Tarma in Rif Dimashq was targeted by the Syrian Air 

Force killing 15 people.  

On 15 October 2015, a bakery in Teir Maalah in the countryside of Homs was targeted by the Syrian 

Air Force killing 15 people and severely damaging the bakery.  

On 15 October 2015, al-Ihsan charity bakery in Saraqeb in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by 

Russian war planes, destroying it and forcing it to shut down.   

On 27 October 2015, the popular market in Harasta al-Qantara in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq 

was targeted by the regime’s artillery and multiple rocket launchers killing 7 people.  

On 2 November 2015, a bread store in al-Qaryatayn village in the countryside of Homs was targeted 

by Russian war planes killing 26 people.  

On 5 November 2015, the market Souq al-Moukebi in al-Bukamal in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor 

was targeted by Russian war planes killing 18 people.  

On 8 November 2015, the market in Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by 

the Syrian Air Force killing 9 people.  

On 12 November 2015, a bakery in town of Banin in Jabal al-Zawiya in the countryside of Idlib was 

targeted by Russian war planes forcing it to shut down.  
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On 17 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted the only automated bakery in Atarib in the 

countryside of Aleppo forcing it to shut down.  

On 19 November 2015, an olive mill in al-Sheikh Miskeen in the countryside of Daraa was targeted 

by the Syrian Air Force killing 19 people.  

On 27 November 2015, a bakery in Atarib in the countryside of Aleppo was targeted by Russian war 

planes forcing it to shut down.  

On 29 November 2015, a popular market in Areehah in the countryside of Idlib was targeted by 

Russian war planes killing 25 people.  

On 3 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a popular market in Arbin in Rif Dimashq, killing 

4 people including 2 children and injuring 10 others.  

On 4 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a popular market in Jisreen in Rif Dimashq, 

killing 15 people.  

 

On 8 October two individuals admitted the transportation and detonation of a car, targeting the green 

market of Haritan in the northern countryside of Aleppo, commissioned by the Syrian regime 

military security 

On 4 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the automated bakery in Kafr Nabl in the 

countryside of Idlib, causing substantial damage to the building.  

On 6 December 2015, the regime’s forces launched mortar shells and rockets at the popular market in 

Douma in Rif Dimashq, killing 7 people and injuring around 20 others.  
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On 9 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted an automated bakery in al-Saliheen 

neighbourhood in Aleppo, destroying it completely.  

On 9 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a popular market in the town of Hamouriya in 

Rif Dimashq, killing 19 people.  

On 11 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a centre for bread distribution in al-Qasabiyah 

village in the countryside of Idlib, killing 7 people.  

On 12 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted an automated bakery in Tadmur in the 

governorate of Homs, damaging it.  

On 13 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a popular market at al-Dalla roundabout in the 

town of al-Maskanah in the countryside of Aleppo, killing 20 people.  

On 15 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the popular bazaar market in Maskanah in the 

countryside of Aleppo, killing 23 people. 

On 15 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a fuel market in the town of Maarrat al-Na’san in 

the countryside of Idlib, killing 20 people.  

On 22 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a popular market in the town of Bzeneh in al-

Marj in eastern Ghouta, killing 25 people and injuring dozens others. 

On 24 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a residential area and a popular market in 

Hamouriya in Rif Dimashq, killing 20 people at least. 

On 30 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted an automated bakery in Tadmur in the 

countryside pf Homs, which had been targeted earlier on 12 December 2015, damaging it,   
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The use of prohibited weapons 

The Syrian regime continued using prohibited and heavy weapons extensively this year, taking 

advantage of the international community’s lack of attention and firmness towards the many crimes 

and violations the Syrian regime has been committing using various weaponry since 2011. 

Other than chemical weapons, the international community has given no regard whatsoever to the 

types of weapons used in Syria. The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) 

stated that the regime had handed in its entire stockpile of chemical weapons as requested by the 

U.S.-Russian agreement, signed in the aftermath of the Ghouta chemical attack. 

In its report in January 2015, the OPCW concluded "with a high degree of confidence", that chlorine 

gas was used as a weapon against three opposition-controlled villages in the north of Syria between 

April and August 2014. The report, as is the case in other OPCW reports and in UN resolutions, did 

not refer to the party responsible for the use of such weapons.  

On 6 March 2015, and by the vote of 14 members in favour, the UN security council condemned the 

use of chlorine gas as a chemical weapon in the Syrian 

conflict. However, it did not hold a specific party 

responsible. The resolution “condemns in the strongest 

terms any use of any toxic chemical, such as chlorine, as a 

weapon in the Syrian Arab Republic”, stressing that any 

parties responsible for doing so must be held accountable, 

without pointing out who the involved parties are or the 

manner in which they should be held accountable. 

Throughout 2015, the Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC) has documented an extensive use of 

toxic gases, which were usually poured into barrel bombs, rockets or even cluster bombs. According 

to the documentations, toxic gases were intensively used against the countryside of Idlib mainly, 

followed by the countryside of Hama and Jobar neighbourhood in Damascus and then less 

frequently, in the countryside of Daraa and Rif Dimashq.  

SHRC also documented the systematic use of cluster bombs, phosphorous bombs and napalm 

bombs, which saw an increase with Russia’s military involvement in the conflict; as its war planes 

used these types of bombs intensively, especially in the countryside of Idlib and the countryside of 

Latakia.  

In addition to the use of the above prohibited weapons, the Syrian regime continued to use 

conventional weapons with indiscriminate effects, mainly barrel bombs and naval mines.  

Other than chemical weapons, the 

international community has 

given no regard whatsoever to 

the types of prohibited weapons 

used in Syria 
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The Syrian regime started using barrel bombs in mid-2012. Barrel bombs are categorised as 

conventional weapons which have an indiscriminate effect as they cannot be directed. As a result, 

many of the barrel bombs dropped, fall into empty spaces and the same area is targeted several times 

before the barrel bomb actually hits its target, which in most cases is a crowded gathering of civilians. 

In addition to barrel bombs, the Syrian regime began using naval mines in May 2015 in shelling 

residential areas. The majority of the mines used were made in the 1960s and have existed in Syria 

since the 1980s. Naval mines differ from barrel bombs as they contain many fuses which greatly 

increase their explosive ability. In addition, the diameter of a naval mine can reach up to 500 meters 

compared to 100 meters of that of barrel bombs, and they can also penetrate buildings prior to 

exploding, making their impact greater. 

 

 

Remains of cluster bombs in Tal-Rifat in the countryside of Aleppo 18/12/2015 

 

The reason behind the use of naval mines in 2015 is believed to lie in the fact that these mines already 

exist in the Syrian Army’s warehouses and that they have not been used since they were obtained. 

Therefore, utilising them does not add any extra cost to the regime’s deep financial problems which 

cannot afford purchasing new weapons or ammunition. Moreover, these mines have a great 

destructive impact compared to that of barrel bombs.       

Weapons which have indiscriminate effects such as naval mines, barrel bombs and mortar shells are 

categorised under weapons entirely prohibited by International Law. 
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According to Protocol I of 8 June 1977 of the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions, 

indiscriminate attacks are: 

a. those which are not directed at a specific military objective; 

b. those which employ a method or means of combat which cannot be directed at a specific military 

objective; or 

c. those which employ a method or means of combat the effects of which cannot be limited as required 

by this Protocol;  

and consequently, in each such case, are of a nature to strike military objectives and civilians or 

civilian objects without distinction.  

All the specifications above fully apply to the use of barrel bombs and naval mines which the Syrian 

regime is extensively using. According to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, the 

use of such indiscriminate attacks is considered a war crime.  

This chapter is dedicated to documenting the attacks involving prohibited weapons specifically, as a 

section of the indiscriminate attacks have been covered in the chapter entitled Genocide in this report.  

Lastly, in an unprecedented escalation on 21 August 2015, ISIS targeted Mare’ in the countryside of 

Aleppo with toxic shells that carried a foul stench. Medical sources in the city suspected that the 

shells carried toxic mustard gas, which caused many cases of severe coughing, eye irritation and skin 

irritation among civilians. This is the first time in which ISIS has used toxic gases or any form of 

prohibited weapons in its attacks against civilians.  

SHRC did found no cases involving the use of prohibited weapons by the armed opposition brigades 

or the Kurdish militias.  
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The use of prohibited weapons in 2015 

On 1 January 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Jobar neighbourhood in Damascus with toxic gases, 

causing many cases of suffocation. 

On 26 January 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on the town 

of Ibta’ in the countryside of Daraa, causing 20 cases of suffocation.  

On 16 March 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped 4 barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on Sarmin 

and Qaminas village in the countryside of Idlib, killing 6 people and causing 70 others to transfer to 

hospital due to suffocation. 

On 18 March 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on Sarmin in 

the countryside of Idlib, causing 25 cases of suffocation, mostly among children. 

On 30 March 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped 2 barrel bombs containing chlorine gas on 

Binnish in the countryside of Idlib, causing several cases of suffocation.  

On 1 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Dael in the countryside of Daraa using cluster bombs.  

On 1 April 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the town of Ummul Mayathin in the countryside of 

Daraa with cluster bombs.  

On 2 April 2015, three members of the Red Crescent were injured when they were hit with a cluster 

bomb that was left behind after the regime’s war planes had shelled Maarrat al-Nouman in the 

countryside of Idlib earlier.  

On 4 April 2015, Omar Khaled al-Jabbawi, who was only a child, died in a hospital in Jordan from an 

injury he sustained from a cluster bomb that detonated after the regime’s war planes had shelled the 

town of Jasim in the countryside of Daraa earlier.  

On 10 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on the town of al-

Taman’a in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 10 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on Kafr Zita in 

the countryside of Hama. No casualties were reported.  

On 12 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on the town of 

al-Musayfirah in the countryside of Daraa, causing many cases of suffocation. 

At dawn on 15 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on al-

Bab in the countryside of Aleppo, causing 4 people to suffer from difficulty in breathing and 

stinging eyes. 

On 15 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the town of Bosra al-Hareer with cluster bombs, 

killing 3 people.  
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On 15 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on the town of 

Sarmin in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 16 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on Idlib, the 

town of Sarmin and the town of Kalali in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of 

suffocation.  

On 19 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on the town of 

Kurin in the countryside of Idlib, causing one case of suffocation.  

On 23 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Dael in the countryside of Daraa with cluster bombs, 

injuring 7 people.  

On 24 April 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Salahadin neighbourhood in Aleppo with toxic gases, 

causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 26 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on the town of 

Kafr Aweed in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 26 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Juzaf village in the countryside of Idlib with rockets 

carrying cluster ammunition, killing 7 people. 

On 26 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on al-Hawwash 

village in Sahl al-Ghaab in the countryside of Hama, causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 27 April 2015, the regime’s forces targeted al-Mansoura village in Sahl al-Ghaab in the 

countryside of Hama with toxic chlorine gas. No casualties were reported.  

On 28 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on residential 

houses in Karsa’a village in the countryside of Idlib, causing 20 cases of suffocation, mostly among 

children.  

On 28 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped 2 barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on Kansafra 

village in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 29 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on Saraqeb in 

the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 30 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on Bisamis 

village in the countryside of Idlib. No casualties were reported.  

On 30 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on Sahl al-

Ghaab in the countryside of Idlib. No casualties were reported.  
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On 2 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on the town of al-

Nayrab in the countryside of Idlib, killing an infant and causing many cases of suffocation among 

others.  

On 2 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Sarmin in the 

countryside of Idlib.  

On 2 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on the town of 

Qastun in Sahl al-Ghaab in the countryside of Hama, causing one person to suffocate.  

On 2 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Saraqeb in 

the countryside of Idlib, causing 50 cases of suffocation, most of which were minor, among people 

including a civil defence member. This attack is one of the main grave incidents involving the use 

toxic gases 2015.  

 

 

On 2 May 2015, a cluster bomb that was left behind after the shelling of Haritan in the northern 

countryside of Aleppo detonated, killing 2 children and injuring 3 others.  

On 3 May 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Jobar neighbourhood in Damascus using toxic gases, 

killing 2 members of the armed opposition brigade and injuring 3 others.  

On 3 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Iblin village 

in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation.  
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On 3 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters a dropped barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Juzaf village 

in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 3 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters a dropped barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Kansafra 

village in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 3 May 2015, a person was killed in Haritan in the countryside of Aleppo when a cluster bomb 

that was left behind the Air Force’s shelling detonated.  

On 7 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted al-Janudiya village and al-Bashiriya village in Jisr 

al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation.   

On 7 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on al-Shughur 

village in the countryside of Idlib. No casualties were reported.  

On 7 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Kansafra 

village in the countryside of Idlib, causing 5 cases of suffocation.  

On 7 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Kafr Battikh 

village in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation among its children.  

On 7 May 2015, cluster bombs dropped by the Syrian Air Force in an earlier raid detonated in al-Hara 

al-Sharqiyah in the town of Haritan in the countryside of Aleppo, killing 4 people and injuring 

others.  

On 7 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on the town of 

al-Nayrab in the countryside of Idlib, killing one person.   

On 10 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on al-Bashiriya 

village in Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib.  

On 10 May 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the wheat fields in the western countryside of Homs 

with phosphorous shells, setting the fields on fire and suffocating and poisoning one person. 

On 11 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the popular market in Douma in Rif Dimashq with 

shells carrying incendiary phosphorous, setting many buildings on fire and killing 3 people.     

On 14 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on the town of 

al-Uqayribat in the countryside of Hama. No casualties were reported.  

On 15 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on Mishmishan 

village in Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation mostly 

among children.  

On 16 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on al-Sakhna in 

the countryside of Tadmur in the countryside of Homs, causing 3 cases of suffocation.  
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On 16 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on the town of 

Sarmin in the countryside of Idlib, causing may cases of suffocation.  

On 17 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Mishmishan 

village in Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib, causing 40 cases of suffocation.  

On 17 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Mar’iyan 

village in the countryside of Idlib. No casualties were reported.  

On 19 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on al-Shughur 

village in Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 19 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Mishmishan 

village in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation. 

On 22 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Tadmur in 

the countryside of Homs, causing 2 cases of suffocation among civilians.  

On 29 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Juzaf village 

in the countryside of Idlib. No casualties were reported.  

On 3 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Mughr al-

Meer village in Rif Dimashq. No casualties were reported.  

On 4 June 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the town of al-Musayfirah in the countryside of Daraa 

with cluster bombs, injuring several people.  

On 7 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on al-Kastan 

village in Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib, causing 6 cases of suffocation.  

On 7 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Bisamis 

village in Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib. No casualties were reported.  

On 8 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Saraqeb in 

the countryside of Idlib, causing 2 cases of suffocation.  

On 8 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Kansafra in 

the countryside of Idlib, causing 3 cases of suffocation.  

On 9 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on al-Bashiriya 

village in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 9 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Safhoon 

village in Jabal al-Zawiya in the countryside of Idlib, causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 10 June 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the town of al-Maleeha al-Sharqiyah in the 

countryside of Daraa with toxic gases, causing many cases of suffocation.  
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On 11 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Assoteihat village in the countryside of Hama with 

cluster bombs, injuring many people.   

On 14 June 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Jobar neighbourhood in Damascus with toxic gases, 

causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 14 June 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the town of Mzereb in the countryside of Daraa with 

cluster bombs, killing one person and injuring others.  

On 15 June 2015, the regime’s forces targeted al-Jdeira east of the town of al-Hara in the countryside 

of Daraa with cluster bombs, injuring many people.   

On 17 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on Nahiyat al-

Taman’a in the countryside of Idlib. No casualties were reported.  

On 25 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on the town of 

al-Mzereb in the countryside of Daraa, killing one person. 

On 5 July 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the town of Anneimeh in the countryside of Daraa 

withcluster bombs injuring many people.  

On 7 July 2015, the regime’s heavy artillery targeted the town of al-Yaduda in the countryside of 

Daraa with cluster bombs. No casualties were reported.  

On 7 July 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the scientific research front in Aleppo with toxic gases, 

causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 8 July 2015, the regime’s forces targeted al-Hawiqa neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor with rockets 

carrying toxic gases, causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 8 July 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the town of Saida in the countryside of Daraa with 

cluster bombs. No casualties were reported.  

On 11 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on the town of 

Anneimeh in the countryside of Daraa, causing many cases of suffocation.  

On 12 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb carrying toxic gases on al-Msheirfeh 

village in Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib with cluster bombs, injuring many people.  

On 15 July 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Tareeq al-Sad neighbourhood in the countryside of 

Daraa with cluster bombs. No casualties were reported.  

On 19 July 2015, the regime’s forces targeted al-Hara in the countryside of Daraa with cluster bombs. 

No casualties were reported.  

On 21 July 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Harasta in Rif Dimashq with toxic gases, killing 2 

people and causing 22 cases of suffocation.  
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On 23 July 2015, the regime’s artillery targeted Anneimeh in the countryside of Daraa with cluster 

bombs, injuring many people.  

On 27 July 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Jobar neighbourhood in Damascus with toxic gases, 

causing many cases of suffocation among civilians.  

On 27 July 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the town of Ain Tarma in Rif Dimashq with toxic 

gases, causing many cases of suffocation among civilians.  

On 30 July 2015, the regime’s forces launched a rocket with cluster shells at the town of Kafr Aweed 

in the countryside of Hama, killing one person.  

On 30 July 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Arfa in Jobar neighbourhood in Damascus with toxic 

gases, killing one person and causing suffocation to many others.  

On 8 August 2015, the regime’s forces launched a rocket carrying cluster bombs at Kafr Batna in Rif 

Dimashq. A foul stench was reported to have spread in the area of shelling.  

On 11 August 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Darayya in Rif Dimashq with incendiary napalm 

bombs, causing a large fire outbreak in the area. 

On 11 August 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Arbin in Rif Dimashq with toxic gases, killing a 

member of the armed opposition brigades and causing 5 cases of suffocation among civilians.  

On 14 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force dropped 22 explosive cylinders carrying incendiary napalm 

on the residential areas in Darayya in Rif Dimashq, causing several fire outbreaks and injuring many 

people with various degrees of burns.   

On 21 August 2015, ISIS shelled Mare’ in the countryside of Aleppo with shells carrying a toxic 

substance with a foul stench, which medical sources in the city suspected to be toxic mustard gas, 

causing many cases of severe coughing, eye irritation and skin irritation among civilians. 

On 26 August 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Karam al-Jabal neighbourhood in Aleppo with toxic 

gases, injuring 15 people.  

On 27 August 2015, ISIS targeted the armed opposition brigades in the town of Dahla northern the 

town of Sawran in the countryside of Aleppo with mortar shells carrying toxic gases, causing many 

cases of suffocation among members of the opposition.  

On 27 August 2015, the regime’s forces launched a rocket carrying cluster bombs at Deir al-Asafir 

village in Rif Dimashq, injuring many people.  

On 29 August 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the northern end of ar-Rastan in the countryside of 

Homs with toxic gases, killing 5 fighters and injuring 25 people.  
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On 30 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Douma in Rif Dimashq with rockets carrying 

cluster shells. No casualties were reported.  

On 30 August 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the northern end of ar-Rastan in the countryside of 

Homs with toxic gases, injuring many people.  

On 1 September 2015, ISIS shelled Mare’ in the countryside of Aleppo with shells carrying chemicals, 

injuring many civilians.  

On 3 September 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the Jam’iah al-Zahraa neighbourhood front in 

Aleppo with toxic gases, injuring several fighters. 

On 7 September 2015, one-month-old Sidra Ahmed Latuf died from inhaling toxic gases when ISIS 

shelled Mare’ in the countryside of Aleppo with chemicals on 21 August 2015.  

On 10 September 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Jam’iah al-Zahraa neighbourhood in Aleppo 

with shells carrying toxic gases, injuring many fighters. 

On 16 September 2015, the regime’s forces dropped nine barrel bombs carrying the internationally 

prohibited incendiary napalm checmial on Darayya in Rif Dimashq, injuring many people with 

burns. 

On 19 September 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb on Qadi Askar 

neighbourhood in Aleppo. The barrel did not explode and a foul stench filled the air, indicating that 

it carried toxic gases.  

On 20 September 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying napalm on Darayya 

in Rif Dimashq, setting many residential buildings on fire.  

On 7 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib with 

cluster bombs, injuring many people including children.  

On 7 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted an area between al-Baara village and Ihsim village 

in the countryside of Idlib with cluster bombs. No casualties were reported.  

On 9 October 2015, Russian multiple rocket launchers targeted a displaced refugee camp in the 

southern countryside of Idlib with rockets carrying cluster warheads, injuring a large number of 

displaced refugees.  

On 9 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib with 

cluster bombs that did not detonate. No casualties were reported.  

On 9 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Kafr Nabuda in the countryside of Hama with 

cluster bombs. No casualties were reported.  
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On 15 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Douma in Rif Dimashq with cluster bombs, killing 

6 people. 

On 15 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Jam’iah al-Zahraa neighbourhood in Aleppo with 

toxic gases, causing many cases of suffocation among members of the armed opposition brigades. 

On 20 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Douma in Rif Dimashq with cluster bombs, 

injuring many people.  

On 26 October 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the Krash front in Jobar neighbourhood in 

Damascus with toxic gases, injuring 6 members of the armed opposition brigades. 

On 27 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Banis village in the southern countryside of 

Aleppo with cluster bombs. No casualties were reported.  

On 28 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Miyasar neighbourhood in Aleppo with cluster 

bombs, injuring many people  

On 28 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Kansafra village in the countryside of Idlib with 

cluster bombs. No casualties were reported.  

On 29 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib 

with cluster bombs. No casualties were reported.  

On 31 October 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the southern front of Talbiseh in the countryside of 

Homs with toxic chemicals, killing 3 people and causing 40 cases of suffocation. 

On 3 November 2015, the regime’s forces launched a rocket carrying toxic gases at Khan Shaykhun 

in the countryside of Idlib. No casualties were reported.  

On 3 November 2015, the regime’s forces launched a rocket carrying cluster bombs at Khan 

Shaykhun in the countryside of Idlib, killing 8 people.  

On 4 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted Khan Tuman village in the southern countryside 

of Aleppo with phosphorous rockets. No casualties were reported. 

On 9 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a displaced refugee camp in the countryside of 

Latakia at the borders with Turkey with cluster bombs, killing 6 people and injuring many others.  

On 12 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted the town of Benin in the countryside of Idlib 

with phosphorous bombs killing 4 people and injuring several others.  

On 26 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted ar-Raqqah with phosphorous bombs, killing 15 

people.  

On 28 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Latamna in the countryside of Hama with 

cluster bombs. No casualties were reported.  
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On 29 November 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Tarmala village in the countryside of Idlib with 

rockets carrying cluster bombs. The bombs did not detonate. 

On 13 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Douma in Rif Dimashq with rockets carrying 

cluster bombs, killing 7 people.  

On 14 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Marjeh neighbourhood in Aleppo with cluster 

bombs, killing 10 people.  

On 14 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib 

with cluster bombs, killing 5 people.  

On 14 December 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Douma in Rif Dimashq with rockets carrying 

cluster bombs. No casualties were reported.  

On 18 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Tal Rifat in the countryside of Aleppo with a 

rocket carrying cluster bombs. No casualties were reported.  

On 18 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Mare’ in the countryside of Aleppo with a rocket 

carrying cluster bombs, injuring many people.  

On 19 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Tal Rifat in the countryside of Aleppo with a 

rocket carrying cluster bombs, killing one person.  

On 22 December 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs carrying toxic gases on 

Moadamiyat al-Sham in Rif Dimashq, killing 5 people.  

On 27 December 2015, the regime’s forces targeted one of the fronts at Jobar neighbourhood in 

Damascus with toxic gases, causing 5 cases of suffocation. 
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Detention and torture: a systematic policy practised over decades 

The Syrian regime’s security services and Armed Forces continued employing arbitrary detention as 

its policy which it has been using for more than four decades, adopting excessively violent methods 

in doing so since the start of popular demonstrations in 2011.  

It has not been possible for the Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC), or any other body in that 

respect, to present accurate or estimate numbers of detainees arrested this year or in previous years, 

due to the extent to which this method is adopted on a daily and continuous basis at security 

checkpoints, border crossings and at crossings in areas controlled by the regime and other parties 

including: ISIS, al-Nusra Front, Kurdish militias, foreign pro-regime militias and the armed 

opposition brigades, and during the raids carried out by all these parties in residential areas, 

workplaces and educational institutes.   

The duration of detention varies from hours to years. 

Therefore, differentiating those who are released from 

those who remain in detention is challenging for any 

human rights organisation. 

Furthermore, detentions are not carried out based on legal 

evidences. Therefore, documenting these incidents and following them up is not possible unless 

witnesses who are acquainted with the detainee are present and are willing to share this information 

with the relevant human rights body.  

Throughout 2015, the security bodies, especially the military intelligence services, continued 

detaining young men in all regions under the control of the Syrian regime for military conscription. 

Identity checks are carried out at permanent and temporary checkpoints and compared to the lists of 

names required for conscription. In addition, young men are sought after by the air force intelligence 

and the military police in their homes and universities.  

SHRC documented a number of cases in which young men were detained even though they were 

exempted from military service but did not carry the relevant documents proving so at the moment of 

arrest at the checkpoints. When the documents are later presented by their families as requested, the 

authorities delay the process, demanding bribes from the families in exchange for the release of the 

detainees.  

According to various testimonies obtained by SHRC, many families, including those which support 

the regime, decide to send their young men abroad upon their release so they are not detained once 

more. Furthermore, testimonies given by several families of current and previous detainees in 

addition to reports published by local and international human rights organisations have stated that 

It has not been possible for 

(SHRC), or any other organisation 

to present accurate or estimate 

numbers of detainees arrested 

this year or in previous years 
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the Syrian regime adopts arbitrary detention as part of a systematic policy to blackmail families in 

order to fund its security services.  

These testimonies also stated that those who commit acts, which the regime considers of a criminal or 

opposing nature, such as organising and participating in demonstrations do not get transferred to 

prisons to start with, but are tortured to death in various security branches. In addition, detainees 

labelled “political prisoners” do not get charged and some of them were simply detained in areas 

opposing the regime. In this case, the authorities psychologically and financially blackmail the 

residents of these areas. If the areas they are from agree to a truce, their conditions are improved, but 

once the truce is broken, their conditions are worsened again.   

Arbitrary detention is used as a means to support an extensive network of mediators who support the 

regime. This network focuses on blackmailing families firstly in exchange for information about the 

whereabouts of the detainees, then in exchange for allowing visits, then to provide them with food 

and then finally to actually attempt to release them. 

SHRC published a special report in 2015, addressing the conditions in Hama Central Prison, Homs 

Central Prison and Sednaya Central Prison. The report described the inhumane and humiliating 

treatment political detainees are given in these prisons. Detainees suffer from the poor quality of food 

they are offered in small quantities and from the lack of healthcare. They are prohibited from 

practising their religious rituals and are banned from family visits and even from basic rights such as 

having lawyers. 

Moreover, the regime’s security services continued practising lethal torture in all its detention 

centres. SHRC documented 1124 incidents in which detainees were tortured to death in 2015. The 

majority of these cases were documented by identifying the bodies of the victims in pictures leaked 

by an agent later known as Caesar. The pictures were published as portraits in the beginning of 

March 2015.   

Caesar defected from the regime in late 2013 and published the first batch of photographs he had 

managed to take with him in a report prepared by a group of international investigators who studied 

thousands of his pictures. At the time, the report stated that the pictures provide sufficient evidence 

to charge the Syrian regime with war crimes and crimes against humanity. It also stated that the 

victims were in Syrian detention centres from March 2011 till August 2013, and were transferred to 

the military hospital to be photographed before their burial in rural areas. 

On 17 December 2015, Human Rights Watch published a report narrating the stories of 33 torture 

victims identified in the leaked pictures, as taken from interviews with their families and friends. The 
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report also described the difficulties the victims’ families went through from the moment of their 

detention till the release of their photographs. 

The Syrian regime was not the only party that committed such acts. ISIS was also responsible for 

many incidents involving kidnapping, forced disappearance and torture.  

SHRC obtained many testimonies in 2015 which present how residents in areas controlled by ISIS are 

arbitrary detained at its checkpoints or during the raids its 

members carry out. The detainees are then brutally 

tortured, sometimes to death, or are executed.  

Torture in ISIS detention centres is carried out in most 

cases by North African Arabs who brutally torture 

detainees, as is the case in the regime’s centres. 

Unlike other parties involved in the conflict and other 

torturers in modern times, ISIS records and airs the 

executions of its detainees and publishes the unique methods it uses in executing them. 

For example, on 4 February 2015, ISIS executed Jordanian pilot Muath al-Kasasbeh by pouring petrol 

over his body then burning him to death in a cage. On 10 March 2015, a child from ISIS shot a 

Palestinian man described as an Israeli spy. And on 24 July 2015, ISIS carried out what it called 

“implementing the prescribed penalty upon two homosexuals” by throwing them off a high building 

blindfolded.  

On 22 June 2015, ISIS published a recording showing three executions. The first was of 4 detainees 

described as agents for the Iraqi government. They were shackled into a car which an ISIS member 

later launched an RPG at, burning them and the car. The second was of 4 detainees who were placed 

in a cage carried by a large winch. The cage was then dropped into a lake in what looked like a 

palace, till the 4 of them drowned. The cage was provided with under water cameras to record their 

deaths. The third was of 7 detainees who had explosives taped around their necks which a member of 

ISIS then detonated.  

These are some examples of the unique methods used by ISIS in its executions. SHRC documented 24 

of these in the years 2014 and 2015.  

* * * 
On 20 May 2015, ISIS gained control over Tadmur (also known as Palmyra) in the countryside of 

Homs. On 25 May 2015, it published the first ever pictures of the infamous Tadmur Prison, in which 

the most brutal acts of torture and field executions were committed from the late 1970s till the early 

1990s. 

Torture in ISIS detention 
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On 30 May 2015, ISIS published images of blowing the prison up with explosives, without explaining 

the reason behind the destruction of the prison which was vacated when it was under the regime’s 

control.  

The destruction of the prison takes away many things from the Syrian people, such as their right in 

remembering a dark history of violations committed against them (especially in the 1980s and 1990s), 

the future generations’ right in seeking the truth of what took place in the prison and the victims’ 

right in sensing an appreciation for their sacrifice. Furthermore, the destruction of the prison 

eliminates concrete and tangible evidence of the violations committed there.  

 

Images of victims of torture leaked helped to disclose the fate of thousands of forced disappeared 

prisoners in the regime prisons and to highlight the brutal and heinous practices in prisons 

On 4 July 2015, ISIS aired a recording showing the execution of 25 people described as soldiers in the 

Syrian Armed Forces in the Roman amphitheatre in Tadmur. The executions were carried out by 25 

children dressed in ISIS uniform. The detainees were taken from prison cells in Tadmur Prison before 

being transported in four-wheel drive vehicles to the amphitheatre. New images of Tadmur Prison 

were shown at the end of the recording, followed by the method in which it was booby-trapped and 

destroyed. ISIS had only published images of the operation prior to the video.  

On 7 December 2015 and in an unprecedented incident, al-Jabha al-Shamiya (the Levant Front), which 

is a member of the armed opposition brigades, aired a video in which a group of detainees from ISIS 

were shown dressed in the same manner in which ISIS dresses its detainees prior to executing them. 

At the end of the recording, the detainees were pardoned rather than executed. 
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Targeting healthcare and relief work 

  

The Syrian regime’s Armed Forces escalated its attack on healthcare institutions, staff and equipment 

in 2015, choosing them as main targets in a serious escalation of the tactics it has been employing 

since 2011.   

In 2015, the Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC) documented a total of 167 incidents in which 

hospitals and medical centres were targeted, the death of 62 members of medical staff and the death 

of 44 Red Crescent workers and volunteers throughout the year. 

In addition, ambulances and fire engines were also systematically targeted this year. SHRC 

documented 43 incidents in which ambulances were targeted and 32 incidents in which fire engines 

and civil defence vehicles were targeted throughout the year.  

The main perpetrators behind the violations committed against healthcare were the Syrian regime 

alongside its allied foreign militias, who were responsible for 97% of the attacks recorded in this 

chapter.  

The gravity of the organised and systematic attacks carried out against healthcare have caused a 

serious shortage in medical staff including that of doctors, nurses and paramedics. According to a 

study published by the Union of Medical Care and Relief Organisations (UOSSM) at the end of 2015, 

at least 254 doctors and 687 members of medical staff were killed in Syria from 2011 till November 

2015. The study also shows that 90% of doctors in Syria fled the country while the remaining others 

have been forcibly displaced three or four times. According to SHRC’s documentations, 88% of the 

victims form medical staff were killed during the shelling of hospitals and medical centres they 

worked in or whilst carrying out their duties in nursing casualties on the ground. The remaining died 

from torture in detention or were hit by snipers and mortar shells. 

However, SHRC was unable to accurately calculate the number of wounded casualties among 

medical teams and relief workers, as targeted hospitals and medical centres do not always publish the 

numbers of its wounded staff and when they do, they’re mostly included within the general number 

of casualties of an attack.  

The documentation of the violations committed against healthcare also shows that the regime’s forces 

targeted certain hospitals several times throughout the year, especially those in the countryside of 

Idlib. For example, Orient Hospital in Kafranbel in the countryside of Idlib was attacked 6 times this 

year alone.  

On the other hand, this year saw an improvement in general health conditions in Syria, including 

areas which are no longer under the regime’s control. Unlike the past 3 years, there have been no 
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large breakouts of communicable or contagious diseases with the exception of a few limited cases in 

which the mumps appeared in displaced refugee camps in the north of Syria, and in which meningitis 

appeared especially among displaced refugees. This will be referred to in the chapter dedicated to the 

displacement and refugee crisis in the report.  

Furthermore, international organisations, especially the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 

were able to provide the needed vaccinations for children in the majority of Syrian regions, without 

any problems occurring whilst implementing the vaccination programmes throughout Syria.  

In addition to targeting healthcare, the regime’s Armed Forces continued to target relief work, 

especially aid convoys and humanitarian aid warehouses. From the beginning of November till the 

end of 2015, Russian war planes systematically targeted vehicles transporting humanitarian aid from 

the Turkish borders to cities in the north of Syria.     
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Violations committed against healthcare and relief work 

 

January 

On 4 January 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Radwan field hospital in the town of Jassem in 

the countryside of Daraa, causing the hospital substantial damage.  

On 9 January 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the surroundings of the point of care in Deir al-

Adas in the countryside of Daraa, damaging it.  

 

Medical teams & Ambulances have been continuously targeted by both Syrian and Russian air 

strikes. An ambulance targeted by air strike in Jober neighbourhood in Damascus 19/12/2015 

On 10 January 2015, the explosion of two car bombs in Musqan village in the countryside of Aleppo 

killed 18 people, four of whom were members of the civil defence. The party responsible for the 

attack remains unidentified. 

On 10 January 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the field hospital in the town of al-Khrabta in the 

countryside of Deir ez-Zor, injuring 2 people and damaging the hospital.  

On 16 January 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted an ambulance in the town of Kafr Tkharim in the 

countryside of Idlib, destroying it completely.  
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On 19 January 2015, ISIS raided the Syrian Red Crescent office in the governorate of ar-Raqqah and 

confiscated its medical tools and equipment and forced it to close down.  

On 24 January 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted two vehicles which belong to the emergency 

services in al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo, injuring 4 members from its medical staff and 

destroying both vehicles completely.  

On 24 January 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Asiya Pharmaceutical Factory 

in the town of Kafr Hamra in the countryside of Aleppo, causing severe damage to the factory and 

burning the drugs it contained. 

On 30 January 2015, the regime’s forces launched a surface to surface missile at a point of care in 

Jobar neighbourhood in Damascus, damaging it and an ambulance that was present at the time.  

February 

The 5 February 2015 was a day of bloodshed in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq, as the Syrian Air 

Force targeted two ambulances which belong to the civil defence whilst some of its members were 

saving the casualties of an earlier raid on Douma in the Rif Dimashq, destroying both vehicles and 

injuring the staff.  

On 5 February 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the only field hospital in Douma in Rif Dimashq 

in a series of raids on the city, damaging it.  

On 5 February 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Halak neighbourhood in 

Aleppo, hitting an ambulance that was present at the time, while its team was nursing the casualties 

of two earlier raids on the area. The raid injured the driver and destroyed the vehicle completely. 

On 6 February 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Orient Hospital in al-Qunaya village in the 

countryside of Idlib, killing a member of its medical staff, injuring 2 others and damaging the 

hospital. The shelling also destroyed an ambulance that was parked in front of the hospital.   

On 7 February 2015, the regime’s forces shelled al-Fateh Hospital in the town of Ain Tarma in Rif 

Dimashq, injuring a member of staff and damaging the hospital.  

On 9 February 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the treatment point and the central emergency 

point in Douma in Rif Dimashq, severely damaging both places. 

On 25 February 2015, ISIS raided al-Kouriah Hospital in Al-Kouriah in the countryside of Deir ez-

Zor, confiscating its equipment and shutting it down on charges of dealing with “Al-Sahwat”, a label 

used by ISIS referring to those who oppose the Syrian regime. 

On 26 February 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the Medical Complex in the town of Marj al-

Sultan in Rif Dimashq, damaging it and temporarily suspending its services. 
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On 27 February 2015, a mortar shell fell on the maternity department in the French Hospital in al-

Qassa’ neighbourhood in Damascus which is under the control of the regime, damaging the hospital.  

March 

On 1 March 2015, Dr Ayman Mhayini, his son Dr Mohammed Mhayini and their personal escort 

were killed. Their bodies were found in al-Midan Corniche near al-Tharya in Damascus, all of which 

are areas under the complete control of the regime. Dr Ayman is the owner of Al-Mhayani Hospital in 

Damascus and is known for providing free medical services to the needy.      

On 5 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the field hospital in Kafr Zita in the countryside of 

Hama, severely damaging it, forcing it to close down.  

On 6 March 2015, websites affiliated to ISIS aired a recording showing what it described as the 

damage caused to what it said was Aisha Hospital in al-Bukamal in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor 

and the death of 3 infants and other casualties which were a result of the International Coalition’s 

airstrikes on that day.  

On 14 March 2015, the family of nurse Islam Ammar Abu Rashed received a confirmation of her 

death from torture in Palestine security branch in Damascus. Abu Rashed was detained by the 

security forces in 2013.    

On 15 March 2015, the regime’s artillery targeted a point of care in al-Marj in Rif Dimashq, partially 

damaging it. 

On 17 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a point of care in Hamouriya in Rif Dimashq, 

injuring 2 members of the medical staff and partially damaging it. 

On 17 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a point of care in Hamouriya in the Rif Dimashq, 

injuring 2 of its medical staff and partially damaging it.  

On 18 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Ihsan Hospital in Saraqeb in the countryside of 

Idlib, partially damaging it. 

On 23 March 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the field hospital in the town 

of Ma’raba in the countryside of Daraa, severely damaging it.  

On 25 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Mayadin Hospital in al-Mayadin in the 

countryside of Deir ez-Zor, killing 2 people and severely damaging the hospital. 

On 29 March 2015, the Red Crescent Hospital in Idlib was attacked with a guided missile, killing 15 

people from the hospital and injuring dozens others.  

On 30 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the National Hospital in Idlib, damaging the 

hospital and injuring some of the patients and medical staff.  
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April 

On 1 April 2015, Dr Jamal Hammad, director of Palestine Hospital and overseer of the Palestinian 

Red Crescent in Yarmouk Camp in Damascus was kidnapped near an aid distribution point in the 

camp. The party responsible for his kidnapping remains unidentified. 

On 2 April 2015, three members of the Red Crescent were injured when they were hit with a cluster 

bomb that was left behind after the regime’s war planes shelled Maarrat al-Nouman in the 

countryside of Idlib earlier.  

On 3 April 2015, the Syrian Red Crescent said that two of its volunteers were killed whilst “carrying 

out their humanitarian duties in Idlib” without clarifying the details of the manner in which they 

were killed. It only stated that Ibrahim Eid from the Idlib branch and Mohammed Ahmed Qamoo’ah 

from the Maarrat al-Nouman branch were killed in two different areas, hours apart. 

On 4 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Saraqeb in the countryside of 

Idlib, damaging an ambulance that belongs to al-Khansa medical team in the city.  

On 8 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the surroundings of Palestine 

Hospital in Yarmouk Camp in Damascus, causing substantial damage to the emergency department.  

On 11 April 2014, the Syrian Air Force targeted an ambulance in al-Hadeed neighbourhood in 

Aleppo, severely damaging it.  

On 11 April 2015, al-Khalidiya clinic in al-Khalidiya neighbourhood, which is under the control of 

the regime in Aleppo, was targeted with a rocket, causing it substantial damage. 

On 13 April 2015, Samir Sharif al-Atrash, director of the field hospital in Maarrat al-Nouman in the 

countryside of Idlib, died from injuries he sustained when the Syrian Air Force targeted the southern 

neighbourhood of the city.  

On 14 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the Red Crescent Hospital in central Idlib, killing 15 

people and causing the hospital substantial damage.  

On 15 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Shaddadi Hospital in the town of al-Shaddadi in 

the countryside of al-Hasakah, causing it substantial damage.  

On 17 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the medical centre in Bustan al-

Qasr neighbourhood in Aleppo, severely damaging it.  

On 17 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the civil defence building in al-Bab in the 

countryside of Aleppo severely damaging it.  
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Al-Hilal Hospital in Idlib targeted by Syrian regime forces on 29/3/2015 

On 18 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Ihsan Hospital in Saraqeb in the countryside of 

Idlib, severely damaging it and injuring at least 2 people. The shelling completely destroyed many of 

the hospital’s departments such as the intensive care unit, the neurological department and the 

kidney dialysis department. It also damaged many of its equipment such as the dialysate machines, 

the medical ventilators and the only EMG machine in the area, forcing the hospital to close down.  

On 20 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Orient Hospital in Kafr Nabl in the countryside of 

Idlib, killing 3 people and causing the hospital substantial damage. 

On 22 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the National Hospital in Deir Hafir in the 

countryside of Aleppo, killing a doctor, injuring 20 civilians and severely damaging the hospital.  

On 23 April 2015, a car bomb was detonated near Orient Hospital in Maarrat al-Nouman in the 

countryside of Idlib, severely damaging the hospital and causing it to temporarily go out of service.  

On 26 April 2015, Ragheb Hamdoun, member of the civil defence, was killed while two others were 

injured when the Syrian Air Force targeted a civil defence ambulance near the roof tile factory in the 

countryside of Idlib. 

On 26 April 2015, the regime’s forces targeted an ambulance in Khan Shaykhun in the countryside 

of Idlib, severely damaging it.       
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On 26 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a civil defence vehicle whilst it was heading to put 

out a fire near the roof tile factory in the countryside of Idlib, killing a member of the civil defence, 

injuring two of them and damaging the vehicle.  

On 28 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Aisha Hospital for Maternity and Children in Deir 

ez-Zor, damaging it.  

On 28 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Sakhur Hospital and on the 

Red Crescent clinic in Aleppo, destroying three ambulances, damaging both centres and forcing 

them to shut down.  

On 29 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a civil defence team in Harasta in Rif Dimashq whilst 

they were nursing some casualties, injuring many members of the team and damaging the ambulance 

they were riding.  

May 

On 2 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Orient Hospital in Maarrat al-

Nouman in the countryside of Idlib, severely damaging the building and equipment and causing it 

to temporarily go out of service.  

On 2 May 2015, Dr Khaled al-Emyan, director of Daraa Healthcare which is affiliated to the Ministry 

of Health in the interim government, was targeted in an assassination attempt near his house in Tal 

Shahba in the countryside of Daraa.  

On 3 May 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the emergency team at al-Shaheed Osama Ablaq 

Hospital in Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib whilst they were on field duty, injuring 

several members of the team. 

On 3 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the surroundings of the forensic 

medicine department in al-Zarazeer neighbourhood in Aleppo, damaging an ambulance and 

slightly damaging the building. 

On 3 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the forensic medicine department in as-Sukari 

neighbourhood in Aleppo, damaging the building and killing a member of its staff.  

On 3 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Saif al-Dawla neighbourhood in 

Aleppo, killing Mohammed Hamdo, a member of the civil defence.  

On 4 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Rahma Hospital in Darkoush in the countryside of 

Idlib, damaging the hospital and its equipment and forcing it to temporarily go out of service.  

On 6 May 2015, the regime’s forces targeted a Red Crescent aid convoy in Douma in Rif Dimashq 

whilst it was delivering medical aid to the city, killing one of its members from the Douma branch 

and injuring others.  
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On 7 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Hazareen Hospital in Kafr Nabl in the countryside 

of Idlib, killing a nurse and 2 patients and causing substantial damage to the hospital.  

On 8 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Bulayl central clinic in the town of al-Bulayl in the 

countryside of Deir ez-Zor, killing 6 people (one of whom was a nurse), injuring the manager and 

severely damaging the clinic. 

On 9 May 2015, the regime’s forces targeted members of the civil defence in Badama centre in 

Badama village in the countryside of Idlib whilst they were on duty, injuring one of them and 

damaging a one of the centre’s vehicles.  

On 9 may 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Syrian Red Crescent warehouses in Jisr al-Haj in 

Aleppo, severely damaging them and burning a large section of the humanitarian aid they contained.  

On 11 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Faruq Hospital in al-Bab in the countryside of 

Aleppo which is under the control of ISIS, killing 6 people and causing substantial damage to the 

hospital.  

On 11 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Andan Hospital in Andan in the countryside of 

Aleppo, injuring some of the returning patients and slightly damaging the hospital.  

 On 11 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Jabal Hospital in al-Bab in 

the countryside of Aleppo, damaging it.  

On 12 May 2015, thirty-two-year-old Dr Ismail Haj Ahmed was killed in the massacre committed by 

the regime’s helicopters which dropped barrel bombs on Jisr al-Haj roundabout in Aleppo. Haj 

Ahmed is from the town of Tal Hadya in the southern countryside of Aleppo and worked in al-Quds 

Hospital in Aleppo, he was the last specialised gastroenterologist in Aleppo.  

On 12 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the emergency services in Jubb 

al-Qubbeh neighbourhood in Aleppo, severely damaging the building and an ambulance.  

On 14 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Maadi neighbourhood in 

Aleppo, partially damaging the health centre there.  

On 14 May 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the point of care in Al-Saliheen neighbourhood in 

Aleppo, damaging the building and its equipment.  

On 14 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Tib al-Hadith Hospital in al-Mayadin in the 

countryside of Deir ez-Zor, even though it had already been shut down by ISIS for a while.  

On 14 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the civil defence centre in Khan Shaykhun in the 

countryside of Idlib, injuring 5 of its members. The attack also severely damaged the centre, 3 

ambulances, a fire engine, a shipping truck with an attached water container and a JCB bulldozer. 

The centre closed down till further notice.  



The 14th annual report on Human rights in Syria 

  86 

On 18 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Red Crescent warehouses in Jisr al-Haj in 

Aleppo, severely damaging it and the humanitarian aid it contained.  

On 22 May 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Abu Jabar village near al-Bab in the countryside of 

Aleppo with missiles and machine guns, killing a paramedic.  

On 23 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the forensic medicine department in as-Sukari 

neighbourhood in Aleppo, damaging it and causing it to shut down.  

On 24 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Kafr Zita al-Takhasusi Hospital in Kafr Zita in 

the countryside of Hama, killing anaesthetist Abdul Rahman al-Nayef and media worker Mulham al-

Qasem from point of care five, and severely damaging the hospital, forcing it to close down.   

On 25 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a field hospital in Haur village in the northern 

countryside of Aleppo, severely damaging it.  

 On 31 May 2015, Anas Abu Khattab, director of the civil defence office in Marj al-Sultan in Rif 

Dimashq, was killed when the Syrian Air Force shelled the area.  

On 31 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Omar bin Abdulaziz Hospital, the external clinics 

department and the School of Nursing in al-Maadi neighbourhood in Aleppo, causing them all to 

close down.  

On 31 May 2015, Ahrar ash-Sham, one of the armed opposition brigades, released nurse Hassan al-

Ammouri after detaining him in Al-Za’farana village near Talbiseh in the countryside of Homs on 

29 May 2015 on charges of treating casualties from ISIS. Al-Ammouri had torture marks on his body 

upon his release.  

On 31 May 2015, a fuel tank exploded in Maysalun clinic in al-Qamishli in the countryside of al-

Hasakah, killing at least 10 people, most of whom were children visiting the clinic to receive their 

vaccinations. The reasons behind the explosion remain unknown. 

June 

On 1 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a civil defence ambulance in Douma in Rif Dimashq 

whilst it was transporting casualties, injuring a number of people in it and damaging the vehicle.  

On 2 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a civil defence centre in Sinjar in the countryside of 

Idlib, damaging it.  

On 2 June 2015, ISIS looted the clinic and field hospital in the town of Sawran near Azaz in the 

countryside of Aleppo.  

On 3 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Banafsaj Clinics and Dispensary in Idlib, severely 

damaging them and forcing them to close down.  
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On 3 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Salam Hospital in Idlib, severely damaging it and 

forcing it to close down.  

On 4 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Atarib health clinic in the town of al-Atarib in the 

countryside of Aleppo, destroying it completely.  

On 5 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters shelled Talbiseh in the countryside of Homs, killing nurse 

Qusai Mohammed Abdulaziz Qasioun.  

On 7 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched a guided missile at a point of care in Jobar 

neighbourhood in Damascus, severely damaging its building and equipment and injuring a number 

of its medical staff.  

On 8 June 2015, Dr Rafe’ al-Frooh died in a hospital in Jordan from an injury he sustained from the 

shrapnel of a mine in Tal al-Hara in the countryside of Daraa.    

On 9 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Zarzur Hospital in Aleppo, 

forcing it to shut down.  

On 10 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted al-I’ana Surgical Hospital (also known as al-

Bayan) in Aleppo, forcing it to shut down.  

On 11 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Quds field hospital in as-

Sukari neighbourhood in Aleppo, forcing it to shut down.  

On 11 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted an ambulance that belongs to the emergency 

services in Aleppo, severely damaging it.  

 On 14 June 2015, nurse Zozan Mahmoud died from an injury she sustained from a car bomb 

explosion carried out by ISIS in Ayn al-Arab (Kobani).  

On 14 June 2015, ISIS targeted the Heart Hospital in al-Hawiqa neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor, 

damaging it.  

On 14 June 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Douma Hospital in Douma in Rif Dimashq, damaging 

it.  

On 16 June 2015, the family of Dr Mahmoud Mohammed Qasem al-Mifalani received confirmation 

of his death from torture. Al-Mifalani was from the town of Nahita in Daraa and was detained mid-

2011.  

On 16 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a civil defence ambulance in Douma in Rif Dimashq, 

damaging it.  

On 16 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the field hospital in al-Bashiriya village in Jisr al-

Shughur in the countryside of Idlib, destroying it completely. 
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On 18 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Shifa Pharmaceutical Factory in Kafr Dael village in 

the countryside of Aleppo, severely damaging it.  

On 20 June 2015, Dr Raed Sultan died from an injury he sustained from the shrapnel of a mortar shell 

that fell near his house and that is believed to have been launched by the armed opposition brigades 

in al-Sheikh Taha neighbourhood in Aleppo.   

On 21 June 2015, paramedic Ahmed Riyad Taleb was killed by the shelling of one the regime’s tanks 

whilst nursing some casualties in Bashakwi village in the countryside of Aleppo. Nineteen-year-old 

Taleb is from the town of Bayanun in Aleppo. 

On 22 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the warehouse of Ataa Relief in 

Andan in the countryside of Aleppo, damaging the building and destroying some of the aid it 

contained.  

On 23 June 2015, ISIS detonated a car bomb near The Children’s Hospital in al-Hasakah, damaging 

the hospital and forcing it to temporarily close down.  

On 24 June 2015, the body of nurse Bassam al-Assaf was found near al-Zebaqiya village in the 

countryside of ar-Raqqah. Al-Assaf was detained by the Kurdish self-administration forces at the Ain 

al-Aroos checkpoint in ar-Raqqah on charges of treating members of ISIS. Twenty-four-year-old Al-

Assaf worked at Tal Abyad hospital.  

On 24 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Aleppo council’s relief warehouses in Jubb al-

Qubbeh neighbourhood in the Ancient City of Aleppo, severely damaging the warehouses and the 

aid they contained.   

On 25 June 2015, twenty-eight-year-old Hanan Mohammed Hasan, volunteer for the Red Crescent in 

Daraa, died from an injury she sustained from the shrapnel in her neck in al-Sil neighbourhood in 

Daraa.  

On 25 June 2015, the Kurdish People’s Protection Unit detonated explosives in Mashtah Nour 

Hospital which is affiliated to Doctors Without Borders in Ayn al-Arab (Kobani) in the countryside 

of Aleppo, when ISIS members sought shelter inside it.  

On 26 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on as-Sukari Neighbourhood 

Hospital in as-Sukari neighbourhood in Aleppo, severely damaging it and forcing it to shut down.  

On 26 June 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the civil defence centre in Balyun village in the 

countryside of Idlib with naval mines, injuring 6 of its members.  

On 27 June 2015, ISIS shot Dr Ilyas Nisan in al-Hasakah on charges of liaising with the Syrian regime.  

On 27 June 2015, the central blood bank in the areas under the control of the opposition suspended 

its services after the Syrian Air Force shelled it and killed 2 children who were attending at the time. 
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On 28 June 2015, the National Hospital in al-Aziziyah neighbourhood in al-Hasakah announced its 

closure as the majority of its medical nursing staff fled the city due to the clashes there.  

On 30 June 2015, twenty-one-year-old relief activist Omar Talha was killed when the regime’s 

helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Saliheen neighbourhood in Aleppo.  

On 30 June 2015, pharmacist Rajaa Mohammed Raad was killed when a mortar shell, believed to 

have been launched by one of the armed opposition brigades, fell on her house in Barza 

neighbourhood in Damascus. 

On 30 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Anneimeh field hospital in the town of Anneimeh in 

the countryside of Daraa, severely damaging it and forcing it to close down.  

July 

On 1 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Saida Hospital in the town of Saida in the countryside 

of Daraa, severely damaging it and forcing it to close down.  

On 1 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the surroundings of al-Teeba Hospital in the 

countryside of Daraa, severely damaging it and forcing it to close down.  

On 2 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the surroundings of the point of care in the town of 

al-Taman’a in the countryside of Idlib with naval mines, damaging the building, the equipment and 

an ambulance to the extent that it is no longer in service.  

On 5 July 2015, Abu Jafar, an anaesthetist from al-Quds Hospital in Aleppo, died from an injury he 

sustained from the shrapnel of a barrel bomb a few days before. Abu Jafar was a member of the 

medical council of Aleppo.  

On 5 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the civil defence team in Balyun centre in the 

countryside of Idlib, whilst they were carrying out their duties in the town of Kansafra in the 

countryside of Idlib, injuring a member of the team.  

On 5 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Kansafra Hospital in the town of Kansafra in the 

countryside of Idlib, severely damaging it and forcing it to close down.  

On 17 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Latamna in the countryside of 

Hama causing substantial damage to an ambulance that belongs to the second field hospital in the 

city.    

On 18 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the town of al-Taman’a in the countryside of Idlib, 

injuring Mosab al-Raslan, the director of the town’s civil defence centre.  

On 18 July 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Al-Hamidiya neighbourhood with artillery shells, killing 

paramedic Mulham Shakhlaya.  
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On 19 July 2015, unknown gunmen and civilians assaulted paramedic Huthayfa Dahman whilst he 

was nursing the casualties of the massacre in al-Kalaasa neighbourhood in Aleppo. 

On 19 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the National Hospital in Manbaj in the countryside of 

Aleppo, damaging its labour and emergency departments.  

On 19 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Sakhur neighbourhood clinic in Aleppo, damaging 

it.  

On 20 July 2015, Zuheir Armanazi, member of the civil defence in the town centre of Maarrat Misrin 

in the countryside of Idlib, was injured whilst checking on the casualties of a previous shelling on 

the town.  

On 20 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Maarrat Misrin in the countryside of Idlib, damaging 

an ambulance that belongs to the civil defence with rocket shrapnel, damaging it. 

On 20 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Aisha Hospital in Manbaj in the countryside of 

Aleppo, damaging it and setting one of its ambulances on fire.  

On 23 July 2015, engineer Ameen Badran, member of the executive office at Douma’s local council 

and head of services, was kidnapped form his house in Douma in Rif Dimashq in broad daylight by 

unknown gunmen who took him to an unknown destination and brutally assaulted him before 

releasing him the following day.  

On 23 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the garden of Tal Shihab Hospital in the town Tal 

Shihab in the countryside of Daraa, severely damaging the hospital and its equipment, forcing it to 

close down.  

On 24 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the Khan Shaykhun civil defence 

centre in Khan Shaykhun the countryside of Idlib, injuring many of its members and partially 

damaging the centre and an ambulance.  

On 25 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Orient Hospital in Kafr Nabl in the countryside of 

Idlib, severely damaging it.  

On 25 July 2015, Dr Motaz Abdul Qader Tallawi, from Khan Shaykhun in the countryside if Idlib, 

was killed when the Syrian Air Force shelled the town of Babees in the countryside of Aleppo.  

On 25 July 2015, the family of Salahadin al-Tabba’, volunteer at the Red Crescent branch in 

Damascus, were informed of his death from torture in a detention centre after his arrest whilst 

crossing the Syrian-Lebanese borders on 5 September 2014. 

On 26 July 2015, one of the regime’s snipers targeted relief activist Abu Diyaa Ammara near the 

Sports City in Yarmouk Camp, southern Damascus, killing him. 
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On 28 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the emergency services in Idlib, severely damaging the 

building and 3 ambulances and injuring a number of staff with various injuries.  

On 28 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Kansafra Hospital, which is affiliated to the Syrian 

American Medical Society (SAMS), in the town of Kansafra in the countryside of Idlib, killing 5 

members of its medical staff.  

On 29 July 2015, two mortar shells fell on Tishreen Military Hospital on the outskirts of Tishreen 

neighbourhood in Damascus, slightly damaging the building.  

On 30 July 2015, Khaled al-Hafez, volunteer at the Red Crescent branch in Areehah, was killed when 

the Syrian Air Force shelled Areehah in the countryside of Idlib.  

August 

On 1 August 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Orient Hospital in Kafr Nabl in the countryside of 

Idlib, damaging it.  

On 7 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Kansafra Hospital in Kansafra village in Jabal al-

Zawiya in the countryside of Idlib, damaging a large section of the hospital and forcing it to close 

down.  

On 7 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Qasr Hospital on the outskirts of Hazareen 

village in the southern countryside of Idlib, forcing it to permanently close down.  

On 7 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Shifa Hospital in Saraqeb in the countryside of 

Idlib, killing many of its medical staff and a female patient in an operation room in addition to 

severely damaging it, forcing it to close down.  

On 7 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Orient Hospital in Kafr Nabl in the countryside of 

Idlib, forcing it to permanently close down two of its departments.  

On 7 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Shifa Hospital in Saraqeb in the countryside of 

Idlib, killing many members of its medical staff. 

On 7 August 2015, Dured Haj Hamoud, member of the civil defence in al-Yaqubiyah village in Jisr 

al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib, was injured in the head whilst nursing casualties.  

On 8 August 2015, ISIS informed the family of media and humanitarian activist Osama Ma’n al-

Hamoud in ar-Raqqah, whom they had detained since 16 June 2015, of his death. Al-Hamoud was a 

volunteer for the Red Crescent and was a media activist for many media campaigns in ar-Raqqah.  

On 8 August 2015, Mohammed Hatem Fayyad, member of the civil defence in Hama, was killed 

when the Syrian Air Force shelled a village in Sahl al-Ghaab in the countryside of Hama whilst he 

was carrying out his duties.  
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On 8 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Ihsim Hospital in Ihsim in the countryside of Idlib, 

severely damaging it and forcing it to shut down.  

On 10 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Tib al-Hadith Hospital in al-Mayadin in the 

countryside of Deir ez-Zor, killing nurse Hasan Hamad al-Hinedi al-Tazman and injuring a 

pharmacy opposite the hospital. 

 

On 8 August 2015, ISIS informed the family of the volunteer for the Red Crescent Osama Ma’n al-

Hamoud of his execution 

On 10 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Shaheed Mohammed Baz Hospital in Maarrat 

Misrin in the countryside of Idlib with a thermobaric rocket, killing a little girl and injuring 10 

people, four of whom were members of its medical staff; including nurse Ahmed Nadaf and 

anaesthetist Ahmed al-Saeed.  
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On 10 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Tib al-Hadith Hospital in al-Mayadin in Deir ez-

Zor, killing a nurse.  

On 10 August 2015, Mohammed Ameen Hamoud and Riyad al-Daman, both members of the civil 

defence in al-Ghouta branch in eastern Ghouta, were killed whilst carrying out their duties in the 

town of Harasta al-Qantara in Rif Dimashq.  

On 10 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Tib al-Hadith Hospital in al-Mayadin in the 

countryside of Deir ez-Zor, killing a nurse and damaging the hospital.  

On 11 August 2015, Hussien al-Ta’mah, member of the civil defence in Maarrat al-Nouman in the 

countryside of Idlib, was killed whilst evacuating the casualties of a raid that had targeted the city.  

On 11 August 2015, a member of the civil defence team in Aleppo was shot by a sniper whilst putting 

out a fire in Jubb al-Jalabi neighbourhood in Aleppo.  

On 12 August 2015, Sameer Abul Kheir, head of the emergency service at the civil defence in eastern 

Ghouta, was killed whilst nursing the casualties of the massacre which took place in Saqba in Rif 

Dimashq. Abul Kheir is from the town of al-Maleeha in Rif Dimashq.  

On 13 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Qasr Hospital on the road between the towns of 

Hazareen and Kafr Nabl in the countryside of Idlib, slightly damaging it. 

On 13 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Bab field hospital in al-Bab in the countryside 

of Aleppo, damaging it.  

On 15 August 2015, the head of the civil defence sector in Zamalka was injured whilst carrying out 

his duties in Zamalka in Rif Dimashq. 

On 16 August 2015, Adel Eesa Abu Nbut, a member of the civil defence in Daraa, was killed when 

barrel bombs hit the popular market in Daraa al-Balad.  

On 16 August 2015, Abdullah al-Quteifan (also known as Abdullah al-Ahmer), member of the civil 

defence in Daraa, was killed when barrel bombs hit the popular market in Daraa al-Balad.  

On 16 August 2015, Ismail Abu Khaleel, volunteer for the Turkish IHH Humanitarian Relief 

Foundation and member of the I’m A Human relief campaign was killed from the shrapnel of barrel 

bombs that hit Darayya in Rif Dimashq.  

On 17 August 2015, paramedic and nurse at the Islamic Association Nuruddin Badran, was injured 

after the Syrian Air Force raided Haratsa in Rif Dimashq. 

On 18 August 2015, the family of Ahmed al-Qudemi, a law student at Damascus University who was 

detained on 1 February 2014, were informed of his death from torture in a security detention branch. 
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Al-Qudemi worked for Palestine Hospital in Yarmouk Camp in Damascus as a nurse and 

paramedic when the camp was besieged.  

On 18 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the civil defence team in Douma in Rif Dimashq 

whilst they were nursing the causalities of an earlier raid, injuring many of the team.  

On 19 August 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the local council, the police station and the civil 

defence centre in Harasta in Rif Dimashq with artillery and mortar shells, damaging their offices.  

On 19 August 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted al-Qasr Hospital on the road between Hazareen 

and Kafr Nabl in the countryside of Idlib, slightly damaging it.  

On 19 August 2015, nurse Ahmed Nadaf died from an injury he sustained when al-Shaheed 

Mohammed Baz Hospital in Maarrat Misrin in the countryside of Idlib was targeted on 10 August 

2015.  

On 19 August 2015, Mohammed Mahfoud, member of the civil defence in Harasta in Rif Dimashq, 

was injured when the regime targeted the civil defence centre in the city.  

On 19 August 2015, Omar Abu Mustafa, media worker for the civil defence services in Harasta in Rif 

Dimashq, was injured when the regime targeted the civil defence centre in the city. 

On 20 August 2015, Ahmed Abu Ibrahim, member of the civil defence services in Darayya in Rif 

Dimashq, was injured with the shrapnel of explosive ammunition whilst carrying out his duties.  

On 20 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force struck a civil defence centre in Douma in Rif Dimashq with 

an air raid that was followed by artillery shelling, causing severe damage to the centre. 

On 21 August 2015, the regimes helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the surroundings of a clinic in 

al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo, slightly damaging it.  

On 21 August 2015, Khaled Mansour al-Mahameed died in a hospital in Jordan from injuries he had 

sustained in the shelling of al-Sad neighbourhood in Daraa a week before. Al-Mahameed was one of 

the pioneering paramedics in Daraa and was director of the Unified Evacuation Office in Daraa which 

is specialised in transporting and nursing casualties.    

On 21 August 2015, the regimes helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Rahma Hospital in al-

Sheikh Mustafa village in the countryside of Idlib, severely damaging it and forcing it to shut 

down.  

On 22 August 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the field hospital in Maarrat 

al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib, injuring several members of staff and damaging the building.  

On 22 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted an ambulance that belongs to the central emergency 

services in Douma in Rif Dimashq, damaging it.  
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On 24 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted an ambulance that belongs to the civil defence in 

Zamalka in Rif Dimashq, damaging it.   

On 25 August 2015, nurse Khaled Jamil Zedan was killed when the Syrian Air Force targeted the 

town of Haas in the countryside of Idlib.  

On 26 August 2015, nurse Hussien Shuhoud (known as Abu Adel) from Arbin Hospital was killed 

when the Syrian Air Force targeted the city centre of Arbin in Rif Dimashq.  

On 27 August 2015, Abdul Fattah Qadadu, a member of the civil defence in Harasta in Rif Dimashq, 

died from injuries he sustained whilst he and his colleagues were on duty on 19 August 2015.  

On 30 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the medical team of the medical council in Saqba 

in Rif Dimashq whilst they were on duty, damaging the ambulance they were driving and injuring 

some of its members.  

On 30 August 2015, Mohammed Hilal (nicknamed Abu Akush), a member of the civil defence in 

Idlib, was injured whilst carrying out his duties in Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib.  

On 30 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Adala Pharmacy in Saqba in Rif Dimashq, which 

is the largest pharmacy in the besieged eastern Ghouta, severely damaging it.  

On 31 August 2015, an armed group of Shabiha attacked a vehicle from al-Bir Hospital and looted all 

the equipment and drugs it contained whilst it was heading towards al-Waer neighbourhood in 

Homs.  

September 

On 1 September 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Baghdad Hospital in Haritan in the countryside 

of Aleppo, severely damaging it and forcing it to close down.  

On 1 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the civil defence team in Douma in Rif Dimashq 

whilst it was carrying out its duties, injuring some of them with minor and moderate wounds.  

On 2 September 2015, nurse Jamil Abdul Wahhab was killed and his daughter was injured when the 

Syrian Air Force targeted Kafr Nabl in the countryside of Idlib.  

On 2 September 2015, four civil defence members in Moadamiyat al-Sham in Rif Dimashq were 

injured by the regime’s snipers whilst carrying out their duties in the city.  

On 2 September 2015, a paramedic was seriously injured when the Syrian Air Force targeted Saqba in 

Rif Dimashq.  

On 2 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted two ambulances form al-Kahf Hospital whilst 

they were evacuating the casualties of the Syrian Air Force’s shelling of Saqba in Rif Dimashq, 

severely damaging the vehicles and seriously injuring one of the paramedics. 
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On 2 September 2015, the Syrian regime targeted al-Balsam Clinic Complex in Hamouriya in Rif 

Dimashq, killing 3 people, injuring 2 others and severely damaging the building, forcing it to close 

down.  

 

31 July 2015, Khaled Al-Hafez, volunteer for red crescent at Ariha town in Idlib countryside when 

targeted by military aircrafts 

On 6 September 2015, paramedic Shadi Baroudi, who worked for Ihya al-Nafs medical centre in 

Zamalka in Rif Dimashq, was killed when the Syrian Air Force shelled the city.  

On 6 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the civil defence team in Harasta in Rif 

Dimashq, killing two of its members: Mohammed Nour Urabi and Abdul Haleem al-Shatti and 

damaging a fire engine. 

On 10 September 2015, an unknown party kidnapped Hatem Marwan al-Shab, director of the civil 

defence centre in Maarrat Misrin in the countryside of Idlib.  

On 12 September 2015, Ali Ahmed Raji al-Hilu, a member of the civil defence team in Darat Azza in 

the countryside of Aleppo, died form an injury he sustained when an explosion took place in the city 

whilst he was carrying out his duties.  

On 12 September 2015, Mohammed Rajab Saleh, member of the civil defence in Darat Azza in the 

countryside of Aleppo, died form an injury he sustained when an explosion happened in the city 

whilst he was carrying out his duties.  
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On 12 September 2015, Basel Afasha, member of the civil defence in Darat Azza in the countryside of 

Aleppo, died form an injury he sustained when an explosion happened in the city whilst he was 

carrying out his duties.  

On 13 September 2015, the civil defence centre in Maarrat Misrin in the countryside of Idlib 

suspended its services in the city after the kidnapping of its director Hatem Marwan by whom the 

centre described as a “specific party”.  

On 13 September 2015, the family of Irfan Sultan Hamed Suwiedan, Red Crescent volunteer in 

Daraa al-Mahata in Daraa, was informed of his death from torture in the regime’s detention centres.  

On 21 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the field hospital in the town of al-Khrabta in 

the countryside of Deir ez-Zor, killing 4 people and severely damaging the hospital, forcing it to 

close down. 

On 22 September 2015, nurse Asma al-Kharfan, who worked at the field hospital in the town of al-

Khrabta in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor, died from injuries she sustained when the hospital was 

shelled on 21 September 2015.  

On 22 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Orient Hospital in Kafr Nabl in the countryside 

of Idlib, severely damaging it.  

On 23 September 2015, Firas Muhra, a bulldozer driver for the civil defence in Wadi Barda in Rif 

Dimashq, died from injuries he sustained when the regime’s snipers shot him a few days prior.  

On 26 September 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted al-Nour Hospital in Taftanaz in the 

countryside of Idlib, severely damaging it and forcing it to shut down.  

On 26 September 2015, the Kurdish People’s Protection Unit targeted a fire engine that belongs to the 

civil defence on al-Kastillo road in Aleppo, severely damaging the car and injuring a member of the 

civil defence.  

On 27 September 2015, an unknown party opened fire at a Red Crescent ambulance in al-Quneitra on 

the al-Salam motorway between al-Quneitra and Damascus, whilst the ambulance was carrying a 

patient from Mamdouh Abaza Hospital to Damascus, damaging the vehicle. 

On 28 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Kahf Hospital (also known as al-Sil) in Kafr 

Batna in Rif Dimashq, killing the hospital’s administrative manager paramedic Abdul Rahman al-

Rehani (from Kafr Batna), nurse Ezziddin Enaya, paramedic Mohammed Hasan Ajaj and severely 

damaging the hospital, forcing it to shut down. 

On 28 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted an ambulance that belongs to al-Kahf Surgical 

Hospital (al-Sil) in Kafr Batna in Rif Dimashq, severely damaging it to the extent that it is no longer 

in service.  
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On 28 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Saeed Hospital in al-Mayadin in Deir ez-Zor, 

severely damaging the hospital and its pharmacy, forcing the hospital to close down.  

On 28 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the blood bank in al-Mayadin in the 

countryside of Deir ez-Zor in, damaging the building and forcing it to close down.  

On 28 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted two ambulances from Jobar neighbourhood in 

Damascus, whilst they were heading to aid the casualties of an earlier raid, killing nurses Abul 

Hasan al-Shaweesh and Abu Mohammed and damaging both vehicles. 

On 30 September 2015, Abdul Latif al-Dheikh, member of the civil defence in Homs, was killed 

whilst on duty in Talbiseh in the countryside of Homs.  

October 

On 2 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a Red Crescent ambulance in Douma in Rif 

Dimashq, causing it substantial damage and injuring the staff in it. Among them was Rateb Abu 

Khaled, head of the 200 centre for civil defence in Douma.  

On 2 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the second field hospital in al-Latamna in the 

countryside of Hama, severely damaging the building.  

On 2 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Jabal Hospital in al-Bab in the countryside of 

Aleppo, slightly damaging the hospital.  

On 2 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the civil defence team in Douma in Rif Dimashq 

whilst they were aiding the casualties of an earlier raid, killing 4 of them and destroying an 

ambulance completely.  

On 3 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the Doctors Without Borders Hospital at the Turkish 

borders in the town of Barnas in the countryside of Latakia, damaging it and forcing it to close 

down.  

On 3 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the civil defence team in the Balyun and Shanan 

Centre whilst they were on duty in Ihsim village in the countryside of Idlib.  

On 3 October 2015, Mohammed Fares, a member of the civil defence team in Idlib, was injured when 

Russian war planes targeted his team whilst they were on duty in Ihsim in the countryside of Idlib.  

On 3 October 2015, Esam Sameeh al-Saleh, a member of the civil defence in Idlib, was killed when 

Russian war planes targeted his team whilst on duty in Ihsim in the countryside of Idlib.  

On 5 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the field hospital in Deir ez-Zor, killing a member 

of staff and severely damaging the building.  
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On 5 October 2015, nurse Waseem Ahmeed Hilal from al-Bulayl village in Deir ez-Zor, was killed 

when the Syrian Air Force targeted the field hospital in Deir ez-Zor.  

On 7 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Orient Hospital in Kafr Nabl in the countryside of 

Idlib, causing substantial damage to the hospital.  

On 8 October 2015, a water tank in the fire department in the civil defence in Darayya in Rif 

Dimashq was hit with the shrapnel of barrel bombs dropped by the regime’s helicopters on the city.  

On 10 October 2015, Mohammed Barkoumi, a member of the civil defence in Atshan village in the 

countryside of Hama, was killed when the Syrian Air Force targeted the village.  

On 10 October 2015, unknown gunmen kidnapped Radi Saeed, a member of the civil defence in Idlib 

in front of his house in Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib and took him to an unknown 

destination.  

 

Red crescent team at Douma hit by Russian Air strikes on 3/10/2015 

On 11 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a point of care in the town of al-Taman’a in the 

countryside of Idlib, severely damaging it and forcing it to close down.  

On 15 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted an ambulance which belongs to the Ihya Medical 

Unit in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq, damaging it.  

On 15 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Salam Medical Surgery Centre in eastern Ghouta 

in Rif Dimashq with cluster warheads, damaging it.  
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On 16 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the field hospital in the town of al-Hader in the 

countryside of Aleppo, injuring a number of its staff and damaging it, forcing it to close down.  

On 16 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the field hospital in the town of al-Ees in the 

countryside of Aleppo, injuring a number of its staff and severely damaging it, forcing it to close 

down.  

On 16 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the field hospital in the town of al-Wudeyhi in the 

countryside of Aleppo, injuring a number of its staff and severely damaging it, forcing it to close 

down.  

On 17 October 2015, the regime’s forces targeted a vehicle that belongs to the directorate of health in 

freed Aleppo in Jabal Azzan in the countryside of Aleppo, slightly damaging it and injuring the staff 

in it.  

On 18 October 2015, ambulance driver Abdul Qader Salem al-Jahwani from al-Ghanto village in the 

countryside of Homs, died from an injury he sustained the previous day when the regime’s artillery 

shelled the road between al-Ghanto and Talbiseh in the countryside of Homs. 

On 20 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the civil defence team in Sarmin in the 

countryside of Idlib whilst they were on nursing the casualties of an attack, killing Abdul Razzaq al-

Abood from the team and injuring 6 others.  

On 20 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the field hospital in Sarmin in the countryside of 

Idlib, killing physiotherapist Hasan Ahmed Taj al-Din and severely damaging the hospital. 

On 21 October 2015, Taher Saeed Fletani, a member of the Red Crescent branch in Douma in Rif 

Dimashq, died from injuries he sustained when the Syrian Air Force targeted Douma on 2 October 

2015.   

On 21 October 2015, the regime’s forces targeted a civil defence fire engine in the town of Kafr 

Hamra in the countryside of Aleppo, severely damaging it to the extent that it is no longer in service.  

On 22 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the civil defence centre in al-Atarib in the 

countryside of Aleppo whilst its members were on duty, killing Mohammed Abtar who was part of 

the team.  

On 22 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the field hospital in ar-Raqqah. SHRC was unable 

to record the outcome of the attack.  

On 23 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the second field hospital in al-Latamna in the 

countryside of Hama, injuring 3 of its staff and severely damaging it, forcing it to close down.  

On 23 October 2015, nurse Nour Abdul Razzaq al-Dheikh, who worked for the field hospital in 

Talbiseh in the countryside of Homs, was killed when the Syrian Air Force targeted the city. 
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On 25 October 2015, Yusuf Uzweh, a member of the civil defence in Aleppo, was injured when he 

was hit with the shrapnel of a cluster bomb that exploded in the town of Hayyan in the countryside 

of Aleppo whilst he was on duty.    

On 27 October 2015, the regime’s forces targeted an ambulance which belongs to the civil defence 

team in Jobar neighbourhood in Damascus, seriously injuring its driver and severely damaging it to 

the extent that it is no longer in service.  

On 27 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the civil defence centre in Hayyan in the 

countryside of Aleppo, injuring members of the civil defence team: Ali Hayek and Ahmed Siraj. 

On 20 October 2015, the regime’s artillery targeted an ambulance that belongs to the civil defence 

team in Rif Dimashq, whilst it was on duty in Zamalka in Rif Dimashq, killing 6 members of the 

team and damaging the vehicle.  

On 29 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the central field hospital in Douma in Rif 

Dimashq, injuring a number of its medical staff and destroying it completely.  

On 30 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the surroundings of Barkal Hospital in Manbaj in 

the countryside of Aleppo, damaging it.  

On 30 October 2015, Hussein Badawi, head of the civil defence centre in Urum al-Kubra in the 

countryside of Aleppo was injured whilst on duty when the Syrian Air Force targeted the electricity 

association in the town of Kafr Naha in the countryside of Aleppo while he was there.  

November 

On 2 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Doctors Without Borders Hospital in Maarrat al-

Nouman in the countryside of Idlib, severely damaging it.  

On 2 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Ees Hospital in the town of al-Ees in the 

countryside of Aleppo, damaging it.  

On 2 November 2015, Majed Saqer, ambulance driver for Ihya Medical Unit, was killed when the 

ambulance he was driving was shelled while he was on duty in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq.  

On 2 November 2015, Muyassar al-Hamdo, director of the external emergency service in the 

countryside of Hama, died from injuries he sustained when Russian war planes shelled Nahiyat al-

Taman’a in the countryside of Idlib. Al-Hamdo was from al-Hamra village in the eastern 

countryside.  

On 3 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted the National Hospital in ar-Raqqah, damaging 

the incubators’ section.  
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On 3 November 2015, a member of the civil defence in Moadamiyat al-Sham in Rif Dimashq was 

injured in a rocket shelling.  

On 4 November 2015, Fahad Mahmoud al-Ijjo, from Jobar neighbourhood in Damascus and who 

worked as a member of the civil defence, was killed in the shelling of the town of Ain Tarma in Rif 

Dimashq. 

On 5 November 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the civil defence team in Douma in Rif Dimashq 

whilst they were nursing the casualties of the regime’s raid on the city, causing a number of them 

injuries.   

On 9 November 2015, the regime’s artillery targeted an ambulance that belongs to the civil defence 

team in Douma in Rif Dimashq, injuring 3 of its members and damaging the vehicle.  

 On 10 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted one of the field hospitals in Kafr Naha in the 

countryside of Aleppo, causing it substantial damage.  

 

On 12 May 2015, 32 old Dr Ismail Haj Ahmed was killed by the regime’s helicopters which dropped 

barrel bombs on Jisr al-Haj roundabout in Aleppo. He was the last specialised gastroenterologist in 

Aleppo 
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On 10 November 2015, the regime’s forces launched a rocket with cluster warheads at two 

ambulances which belong to the civil defence service in Idlib, damaging them.  

On 13 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted an ambulance which belongs to the civil defence 

in Douma in Rif Dimashq, damaging it so that it is to the extent that it is no longer usable.  

On 14 November 2015, Mustafa Maher Bushnaq, nurse and artist from Haritan in the countryside of 

Aleppo, was killed whilst nursing casualties near Bashakwi village in the northern countryside of 

Aleppo.  

On 15 November 2015, paramedic Amer Faisal al-‘Asheesh was killed whilst nursing casualties in 

Murk in the countryside of Hama.  

On 15 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Haneen point of care in the town of al-

Taman’a in the countryside of Idlib, slightly damaging the building.  

On 17 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted a clinic in Hatla village in Deir ez-Zor, slightly 

damaging it.  

On 19 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted an ambulance that belongs to the medical 

services unit in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq, damaging it.  

On 19 November 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Nawa field hospital in 

Nawa in the countryside of Daraa, damaging it and forcing it to close down.  

On 19 November 2015, the regime’s forces launched two rockets at the entrance of a field hospital 

which is affiliated to Doctors Without Borders in Arbin in Rif Dimashq, damaging it and injuring a 

number of people including a nurse.  

On 19 November 2015, the regime’s forces targeted am ambulance in Douma in Rif Dimashq, 

severely damaging it to the extent that it is no longer in service.  

On 19 November 2015, fifty-year-old coroner Mohammed al-Lambadani, from Douma in Rif 

Dimashq, was killed when the regime’s forces shelled the city. 

On 20 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the emergency centre in the town of al-Bulayl 

in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor, causing substantial damage to the building. 

On 20 November 2015, Yusuf al-Horani, member of the civil defence service in Jobar neighbourhood 

in Damascus, was killed when a surface to surface missile hit him whilst nursing casualties in the 

neighbourhood.  

On 22 November 2015, Mahmoud Adam, media spokesperson for the civil defence in the governorate 

of Rif Dimashq, was injured during the shelling of Douma in Rif Dimashq.   



The 14th annual report on Human rights in Syria 

  104 

 On 23 November 2015, the regime’s artillery targeted an ambulance that belongs to the civil defence 

service in al-Marj in Rif Dimashq, severely damaging it.  

On 24 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the emergency centre in Deir al-Asafir in Rif 

Dimashq, severely damaging it, forcing it to close down.  

On 27 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted civil defence centre 115 in al-Marj in Rif 

Dimashq, severely damaging it.  

On 27 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted three ambulances which belong to the civil 

defence in al-Atarib in the countryside of Aleppo and the teams they were carrying, injuring several 

of them and damaging the vehicles to the extent that they are no longer in service. 

On 28 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted a wheat relief warehouse in Maarrat al-Nouman 

in the countryside of Idlib, destroying it and the wheat it contained.  

On 28 November 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a field hospital supported 

by Doctors Without Borders in the town of al-Za’farana in the countryside of Homs, killing 7 

people, injuring 47 patients and severely damaging the building.  

On 28 November 2015, ambulance driver Abdul Razzaq Hussien al-As’ad was killed when the 

regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town of al-Za’farana in the countryside of Homs.  

On 28 November 2015, two members of the civil defence service in the town of al-Za’farana in the 

countryside of Homs were injured whilst they were carrying out their duties when the regime’s 

helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town.  

On 28 November 2015, a civil defence volunteer in al-Qaboun neighbourhood in Damascus was 

injured when the Syrian Air Force targeted the neighbourhood.  

On 29 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted an aid convoy in the town of al-Dana in the 

countryside of Idlib, burning 4 trucks and a food aid container and injuring a number of drivers.  

On 29 November 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the civil defence team in Douma in Rif Dimashq 

whilst they were nursing casualties.  

On 29 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Takhasusi Hospital in Idlib, slightly 

damaging it. 

On 30 November 2015, members of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) targeted an ambulance on al-

Kastillo road in Aleppo, slightly damaging it.  

December  

On 3 December 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Darayya field hospital in 

Darayya in Rif Dimashq, severely damaging it.  
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On 4 December 2015, Ahmed (known as Abu Anas), a paramedic who worked for the civil defence 

services in Douma in Rif Dimashq, was injured whilst nursing the casualties of the regime’s shelling. 

On 4 December 2015, a sniper from the Kurdish Protection Units opened fire at a vehicle which 

belongs to the civil defence team in Masakin Hanano in Aleppo whilst they were on duty near al-

Jandoul roundabout in Aleppo. No casualties were reported.  

On 6 December 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Radwan Hospital in the 

town of Jassem in the countryside of Daraa, severely damaging it, forcing it to close down.  

On 6 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the School Health Clinic in Tadmur in the 

countryside of Homs, nearly destroying it completely.    

 

On 25 June 2015, 28 old Hanan Mohammed Hasan, volunteer for the Red Crescent in Daraa, died 

from an injury in Daraa 

On 8 December 2015, chemist Samer Makhlouf, who worked at the clinical laboratory in al-Bayrouni 

Hospital in Damascus, was killed when a rocket shell fell on the hospital’s labratory. The party 

responsible for the attack remains unidentified.  

On 8 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a civil defence ambulance whilst it was on duty 

in the town of Hamouriya in Rif Dimashq, causing it substantial damage. 

On 8 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a civil defence ambulance whilst it was on duty in 

the town of Hamouriya in Rif Dimashq, causing it substantial damage.  

On 8 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Barnas Hospital on the Syrian-Turkish borders in 

the countryside of Latakia, causing it substantial damage.  
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On 9 December 2015, Mohammed (also known as Abul Zien), from the town of al-Maleeha in Rif 

Dimashq was killed when the Syrian Air Force shelled the town. He worked for the medical office in 

al-Maleeha: al-Yaman Medical Complex.  

On 10 December 2015, Saleem Abu Anas and Wisam Abu Nizar, members of the civil defence in the 

town of al-Maleeha in Rif Dimashq, were both injured whilst nursing casualties in the town.  

On 12 December 2015, the regime’s heavy artillery targeted a civil defence ambulance in eastern 

Ghouta in Rif Dimashq, severely damaging it.  

On 13 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the points of care in Douma in Rif Dimashq 

alongside attacking them with artillery shells, causing them to close down.  

On 13 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the Specialist Clinic Complex: Ibn Hayyan in 

eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq alongside attacking it with artillery shells, causing it to close down. 

On 13 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Sakhur neighbourhood in Aleppo, killing a 

civil defence member in the city and injuring others. 

On 14 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Atarib Hospital in al-Atarib in the 

countryside of Aleppo, damaging it to the extent of forcing it to close down in addition to injuring a 

number of its medical staff.  

On 16 December 2015, the regime’s artillery targeted an ambulance that belongs to al-Hayyan 

medical centre in Douma in Rif Dimashq with mortar shells, severely damaging it.  

On 16 December 2015, Abdul Muti Fawwaz al-Kubaisi, paramedic for the Red Crescent, died from an 

injury he sustained from the shrapnel of a mortar shell in Jisr al-Raees in Damascus on 14 December 

2015.  

On 16 December 2015, an explosive device blew up an ambulance on the motorway to Saraqeb in the 

countryside of Idlib whilst it was heading to Idlib, killing 2 children it was transporting and severely 

damaging the vehicle.  

On 17 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Douma in Rif Dimashq, injuring a member of 

the civil defence whilst he was nursing the casualties in the city.  

On 17 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted 3 fire engines in ar-Raqqah, burning them to the 

extent they are no longer in service.  

On 17 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the firefighting unit in ar-Raqqah, killing 6 

firefighters.  
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On 18 December 2015, Mohammed Hilal (known as Abu ‘Akoosh), member of the civil defence in Jisr 

al-Shughur centre in the countryside of Idlib, was injured whilst carrying out his duties in Jisr al-

Shughur. 

On 19 December 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Jobar neighbourhood in Damascus with mortar 

shells, injuring the emergency staff who were carrying out their duties and damaging the ambulance 

carrying them.  

On 19 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Baraem Centre for children with special needs 

in Tal Rifat in the countryside of Aleppo with cluster bombs, damaging the centre, forcing it to close 

down.  

On 20 December 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Khan Shaykhun in the countryside of Idlib with 

artillery shells, killing Abdul Rahman al-Tallawi; a member of the civil defence centre in the city.  

On 20 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the warehouse of Adaleh Foundation for Relief 

and Development in al-Ash’ari in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq, killing 4 people and severely 

damaging the warehouse, forcing it to close down.  

On 20 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the office of al-Khadraa organisation in Idlib, 

injuring one of the volunteers and forcing the office to close down. 

On 23 December 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the town of al-Nashabiyah in Rif Dimashq with 

artillery shells, killing Ahmed Yusuf, member of Centre 411 of the civil defence in Rif Dimashq.  

On 23 December 2015, the regime’s forces targeted an ambulance that belongs to the civil defence 

services in the town of al-Nashabiyah in Rif Dimashq with artillery shells, severely damaging it.  

On 24 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the warehouses of Ward Dimashq Relief in 

Arbin in Rif Dimashq, destroying it completely.   

On 24 December 2015, Russian war planes launched a surface to surface missile at an ambulance in 

Douma in Rif Dimashq, severely damaging the vehicle to the extent of taking it out of service. 

On 24 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a point of care in the countryside of al-

Muhandiseen in the western countryside of Aleppo, forcing it to close down completely.  

On 24 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Hamouriya in Rif Dimashq, killing Abu Sameer 

al-Homsi, a member of the Unified Medical Office in eastern Ghouta.  

On 25 December 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the surroundings of 

Baghdad Hospital in Haritan in the countryside of Aleppo, causing it substantial damage, 

temporarily closing it down.  
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On 25 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Syria Charity Hospital for women and children 

in Azaz in the countryside of Aleppo partially damaging it.  

On 25 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the National Hospital in Azaz in the countryside 

of Aleppo, partially damaging it. 

On 26 December 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the civil defence centre in 

Andan in the countryside of Aleppo, injuring 2 of its volunteers: Ghassan Qraqaash and Ahmed 

Abdul Khaliq.  

On 28 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the civil defence and paramedics team in Tal 

Rifat in the countryside of Aleppo, whilst they were nursing the casualties there, injuring civil 

defence member Amer A’leto.  

On 28 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a service vehicle that belongs to the civil defence 

team in Tal Rifat in the countryside of Aleppo, whilst they were nursing the casualties there, 

severely damaging it.  

On 28 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Al-Jabal Hospital in al-Bab in the countryside 

of Aleppo¸ causing it substantial damage.  

On 29 December 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the civil defence team in Douma in Rif Dimashq 

with artillery shells whilst they were nursing the casualties in the city, injuring 2 of the team’s 

members.  

On 29 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a rescue vehicle which belongs to the civil 

defence service in Tal Rifat in the countryside of Aleppo, severely damaging it.  

On 30 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted an ambulance in the town of Khan al-Subul in 

the countryside of Idlib¸ severely damaging it. 
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Targeting the education sector 

 

Targeting the education sector in Syria is an act that has continued both directly and indirectly by 

various parties, causing a serious and unprecedented decline in the sector, especially in areas that are 

not under the regime’s control. 

The various violations committed against education led to the discontinuation of regulated teaching 

in the majority of areas that are not controlled by the regime, whether it was due to schools shutting 

down, a lack of teaching staff, difficulty in accessing schools or the circumstances of the pupils 

themselves.      

The regime’s forces and its allied foreign militias 

continued their attacks on schools in areas no longer 

under the regime’s control. In many cases, schools were 

targeted during school time resulting in hundreds of 

deaths and casualties among the students throughout the 

year. SHRC documented 163 incidents in which schools 

were targeted in 2015.  

The number of schools completely and partially destroyed 

till the beginning of 2015 is estimated to have reached a total of 50005 schools. 

In addition, a large number of schools in various Syrian regions were used as shelters for refugees, 

causing them to discontinue their educational services.  

In areas under the regime’s control, schools are suffering from overcrowded classrooms. A study 

conducted by the Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC) in a number of schools in the 

governorates of Latakia and Damascus revealed that some classrooms now contain twice the number 

of their capacity of pupils due to the large influxes of displaced refugees from other regions. This 

problem has a major impact on the quality of teaching at these schools. 

Furthermore, the education sector suffers from a severe lack of qualified teaching personnel due to 

the conflict and the ongoing targeting of the education sector which forced a large portion of them to 

immigrate. The number of teachers that have fled Syria from 2011 till 2015 is estimated to have 

reached a total of 525006 teachers. 

                                                           
5 UN General Assembly, Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab 

Republic, 5/2/2015 

6  UNICEF, Education Under Fire: how conflict in the Middle East is depriving children of their schooling, 3 

September 2015, p8. 

The continuous violations 

committed against education led 

to the collapse of the education 

sector, which resulted in 

immediate and long run effects 

on present and future Syrian 

generations, particularly in 

targeted areas 
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The exceptional security conditions in which the targeted areas live under prevent the normal 

continuation of the teaching process, even when school buildings and teaching staff are available. In 

many cases, teaching was discontinued for a day or more due to the shelling carried out by the Syrian 

Air Force over the main vital areas in a region. For example, on 12 April 2015 the Ministry of 

Education in the Syrian Interim Government announced the discontinuation of teaching in all schools 

in Aleppo for a week, following a series of airstrikes that targeted schools and the main vital facilities 

in the city. 

Schools in areas under the control of ISIS do not get 

shelled as much as those in the areas under the control of 

the armed opposition brigades. However, the violations 

committed against school children there take a different 

form presented in the values and concepts they are 

introduced to and in being forced to participate in military 

and violent activities. In 2015, ISIS announced the publication of its own teaching curriculum and its 

application in all areas under its control in Iraq and Syria. 

Moreover, ISIS committed a number of unprecedented violations against children in 2015. For 

example, on 10 March 2015, it aired a video showing a child dressed in ISIS military uniform 

executing a Palestinian prisoner. And on 4 July 2015, it aired a video in which 25 children labelled 

Ashbal al-Khilafa (the cubs of Khliafa) executed 25 people whom the recording described as prisoners 

from the regime. On 2 December 2015, it aired another video showing 6 children dressed in ISIS 

uniform in a destroyed castle carrying firearms and searching for tied up prisoners in different areas 

of the castle in order to execute them, in a simulation to common video games. 

Alongside the violations committed against the education sector inside Syria, violations were also 

continuously committed against Syrian refugee children in receiving countries. Many of these 

children have no access to schools or have been turned away due to the lack of space. In other cases, 

they cannot attend school because of their early involvement in the workforce in order to financially 

support their families.  

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) estimated that the number of Syrian children who 

have no access to education reached a total of 2.7 million school children in 2015. From these, 700.00 

are refugees abroad as only 53% of children in receiving countries (such as Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey 

and Iraq) are of school age7. 

                                                           
7 UNICEF, Education Under Fire: how conflict in the Middle East is depriving children of their schooling, 3 

September 2015, p4. 

Syrian refugee children suffer in 

neighbouring countries of grave 

violations in their rights to 

education, rights for protection, 

especially from early involvement 

in workforce 
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These grave violations that are being committed against children inside Syria and abroad have severe 

short-term repercussions; mainly the fact that they are directly denied from their right to education 

including elementary education. The number of illiterate Syrian children of school age has reached a 

total of 1 million children in 2015, and it is believed that these children will not be able to take part in 

the educational process later in their lives either. 

In addition, such violations have an impact on the children’s psychology and health. Several studies 

conducted about Syrian children inside Syria and abroad have shown that the majority of these 

children suffer from psychological problems and that 100% of these children in certain areas suffer 

from anxiety, fear and disrupted sleep8. 

Undoubtedly, such violations will also have severe long-term repercussions in the future, as these 

children will not be able to receive similar opportunities to their peers in other regions and they will 

struggle to completely overcome the impact of their health and psychological problems unless they 

receive professional help, which seems extremely unlikely at the moment taking into account the 

widespread variety of groups targeted.  

 

Systematic violations used by ISIS against children. Child called Abu Yaccob Al-Shami received 

military training. Called by ISIS among the children of Islamic Caliphate  

                                                           
8 MSNA, Syria Multi-Sectoral Needs Assessment, October 2014, p47:  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/141028_Syria_MSNA_Report_FINAL.pdf 
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Violations committed against the education sector in 2015 

 

On 1 January 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the surroundings of Ali Diham School in ar-Raqqah, 

damaging the school and killing 7 people, most of whom were women and children. 

On 1 January 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb on a high school for girls in al-

Zabadani in Rif Dimashq damaging to the school. 

On 20 January 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb on al-Latamna high school for 

boys in al-Latamna in the countryside of Hama, damaging the school.   

On 20 January 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb on a primary school in Ain 

Laruz village in the countryside of Idlib damaging the school.  

On 21 January 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a primary school in Hamouriya in Rif Dimashq, 

killing 2 people and damaging the school. 

On 25 January 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the surroundings of a school 

in al-Latamna in the countryside of Hama, damaging the school.  

On 27 January 2015, a primary school in Bosra al-Sham in the countryside of Daraa was struck with 

mortar shells believed to have been launched by the regime’s forces. The attack killed 2 girls and 

damaged the school. 

On 29 January 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in the town of Tseel in the countryside of 

Daraa, damaging the school.  

On 5 February 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a schools’ gathering in Arbin in Rif Dimashq, 

killing 4 people (among them 2 children) and severely damaging the school facilities. 

On 6 February 2015, the regime’s forces shelled al-Mamoun school in al-Jamiliyya neighbourhood in 

Aleppo with an artillery shell, killing one person, injuring 5 others and damaging the school.  

On 8 February 2015, two schools in Douma in Rif Dimashq were shelled with multiple rocket 

launchers, injuring a number of children and damaging the schools.  

On 10 February 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Kifah school in Tareeq al-

Bab in Aleppo, damaging the school.  

On 18 February 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs the surroundings of al-Za’farana 

al-Sharqiyah high school in the town of al-Za’farana in the countryside of Homs, injuring 10 people 

and damaging the school.  

On 23 February 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Abu Bakr al-Razi school in 

al-Halak neighbourhood in Aleppo damaging the school.    
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On 2 March 2015, the regime’s forces struck a school in the town of al-Rami in the countryside of 

Idlib with artillery shells, severely damaging the school premises. 

On 5 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a primary school in the town of Beera Armanaz in 

the countryside of Idlib, killing 9 children.  

On 8 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Arbin in Rif Dimashq, damaging it.  

On 9 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Kinda school in the town of al-Najiya in the 

countryside of Idlib, damaging the school.  

 

On 11 April 2015, Saad al-Ansari school in Aleppo was struck by regime air force killing 10 people 

On 9 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Tirdin school in Jabal al-Akrad in the countryside of 

Latakia, damaging the school.  

On 10 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in the town of Deir al-Asafir in Rif 

Dimashq, killing 2 people, injuring 14 others and damaging the school.  

On 15 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Douma in Rif Dimashq, injuring 16 

children and damaging the school.    

On 23 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Deir Sunbul village in the countryside of Idlib, 

damaging the school.  
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On 31 March 2015, the regime’s artillery shelled al-Sina’iya high school in Dael in Daraa setting it on 

fire. 

On 4 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Anamel ar-Rastan school in ar-Rastan in the 

countryside of Homs, damaging some parts of the school.  

On 5 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Hadatha school in the town of Kafr Tkharim in the 

countryside of Idlib, damaging the school.  

On 6 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Hikma al-Islamiya school for children in Douma in 

Rif Dimashq, killing the head teacher and damaging the school.   

On 6 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Moutasem school in al-Firdaws 

neighbourhood in Aleppo, damaging the school.  

On 10 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the surroundings of al-Hawwari school in ar-Raqqah, 

damaging the school.  

On 11 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched thermobaric rockets at Saad al-Ansari school in al-

Mashad neighbourhood in Aleppo killing 10 people, among whom were 3 pupils and 3 female 

teachers.  

On 13 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a nursery in Idlib, damaging its building.  

On 13 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Qatreeb school for girls in 

Bsames village in the countryside of Idlib, injuring 12 of its pupils and damaging the school.  

On 14 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the surroundings of Dar al-Aytam school in Jam’iah 

al-Zahraa neighbourhood in Aleppo, damaging the school.  

On 23 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a secondary school in Deir Hafir in the countryside 

of Aleppo, damaging the school.  

On 26 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school that sheltered displaced refugees from Jisr al-

Shughur in the town of Darkoush in the countryside of Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib, 

killing 30 people and damaging the school.  

On 1 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Mu’tamid bin Abbad school between al-Mashrou’ 

and Ain al-Ghazal in Yarmouk Camp south of Damascus, damaging it.  

On 2 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the elementary school in Kafr Ameem village which 

sheltered displaced refugees in Kafr Ameem village in the countryside of Idlib, killing one person, 

injuring others and damaging the school.  

On 2 May 2015, shells fell on Saleh Jamal school in Masakin al-Sabeel neighbourhood which is 

under the regime’s control in Aleppo, damaging the school. 
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On 3 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted al-Rajaa nursery in Saif al-Dawla neighbourhood 

in Aleppo, killing 10 children and severely damaging the school premises. 

On 3 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the Information and Development 

Academy in Saif al-Dawla neighbourhood in Aleppo, severely damaging the school premises.  

On 11 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in al-Mawzara village in Jabal al-Zawiya in 

the countryside of Idlib, damaging the school and injuring 7 people all of whom were displaced from 

Sahl al-Ghaab and were residing there. 

On 13 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a primary school in Khalsa village in Aleppo’s 

southern countryside, damaging the school premises and killing 12 people, 8 of whom were children.  

On 19 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs at al-Sheikh Jakeer school Bab al-

Nayrab in Aleppo, damaging the school premises, killing one person, injuring another and injuring a 

child.  

On 28 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted a high school for girls in al-Latamna in the 

countryside of Hama, damaging the school.  

On 31 May 2015, shells fell on al-Basel school for distinguished students in al-Jamiliyya 

neighbourhood in Aleppo which is under the regime’s control, killing 5 people and damaging the 

school premises.  

On 31 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the surroundings of a school in 

Kafr Aweed village in the countryside of Idlib, damaging the school.  

On 3 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in Ihras 

village in the countryside of Aleppo, killing 5 people and damaging the school.  

On 3 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Ihsim village in the countryside of Idlib, 

slightly damaging the school.  

On 4 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Balyun village in the countryside of Idlib, 

damaging it.  

On 4 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in al-Baara village in the countryside of Idlib, 

damaging it.  

On 4 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched two rockets at a school in the town of Maarrat Misrin 

in the countryside of Idlib, damaging it. 

On 5 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Ihsim village in the countryside of Idlib, 

damaging it.  



The 14th annual report on Human rights in Syria 

  116 

On 5 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Jabal al-Zawiya in the countryside of Idlib, 

damaging it.  

On 7 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Kansafra village in the countryside of Idlib, 

damaging it.  

 

continuous violations against children have severe psychological side effects on them. Female child in 

Turkey raising her hands on the belief that the camera is weapon directed against her 

On 11 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Tareq bin Ziyad school which sheltered displaced 

refugees in Ghwayran neighbourhood in al-Hasakah, killing one person and damaging the school.  

On 20 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted a school in Saraqeb in the countryside of Idlib, 

destroying it almost completely.  

On 24 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Uthayna primary school in Tadmur in the countryside 

of Homs, damaging it.  

On 3 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Fatima al-Zahraa school in Ghwayran neighbourhood 

in al-Hasaka, damaging it.  

On 5 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in the town of 

Tarmala in the countryside of Idlib, damaging it. 
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On 9 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Quzez school in Maarrat al-

Nouman in the countryside of Idlib, severely damaging its premises.  

On 10 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Thawra school in Idlib, damaging it.  

On 13 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted al-Sina’a school in al-Bab in the countryside of 

Aleppo, damaging it.  

On 14 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in Mishmishan 

village in the countryside of Idlib, damaging the school and injuring 7 children. 

On 18 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Idlib, damaging it.  

On 22 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Kansafra village in the countryside of 

Idlib, damaging it.  

On 6 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Sayyida Ruaqayya high school for girls in Jisr al-

Shughur in the countryside of Idlib, damaging it.  

On 7 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Shar’iya school in Idlib, damaging it.  

On 9 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a secondary school for girls in Zardana village in the 

countryside of Idlib, killing 4 of its students and damaging the school.  

On 13 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees from Hama 

in al-Mawzara village in Jabal al-Zawiya in the countryside of Idlib, killing 5 people and damaging 

the school. 

On 17 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees from Balshun 

village in the countryside of Idlib, injuring many people and slightly damaging the school.  

On 17 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a secondary school in Hazareen village in the 

countryside of Idlib, damaging it.  

On 21 August 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the surroundings of Amina 

bint Wahab school in al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo, slightly damaging the school.  

On 26 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Hatla village in the countryside of Deir 

ez-Zor, destroying it completely. 

On 28 August 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Waleed Shaban high school in Jisr al-Shughur 

in the countryside of Idlib, severely damaging it. 

On 28 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Areehah in the countryside of Idlib, 

damaging it.  

On 30 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Ma’rata village in the countryside of 

Idlib, severely damaging it.  
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On 1 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Shaheed Ahmed Mighlaj school in Kafr Aweed 

village in the countryside of Idlib, severely damaging it.  

On 2 September 2015, a domestically made missile fell into the School of Mechanic and Electrical 

Engineering building at Damascus University in Damascus, killing one student and injuring 15 others 

in addition to slightly damaging the building.   

On 12 September 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a school in al-Latamna in 

the countryside of Hama, damaging it. 

On 17 September 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a school in al-Latamna in 

the countryside of Hama, causing partial damage to the school. 

On 19 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Maarrat Misrin in the countryside of Idlib, 

damaging the school there.  

On 21 September 2015, the regime’s artillery targeted Khawlah bint al-Azwar school in al-Waer 

neighbourhood in Homs, severely damaging the school.  

On 5 October 2015, the regime’s forces dropped barrel bombs on al-Quds school in Yarmouk Camp in 

Damascus, severely damaging the school. 

On 13 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Tal al-Sultan village in the countryside 

of Idlib, damaging it.  

On 19 October 2015, the regime’s artillery targeted a primary school in al-Makhram al-Tahtani 

village in the countryside of Homs, slightly damaging it.  

On 20 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Sarmin in the countryside of Idlib, 

slightly damaging the school.  

On 20 October 2015, shells fell on al-Olabi school in Saif al-Dawla neighbourhood in Aleppo, 

slightly damaging the school and killing one pupil.  

On 20 October 2015, shells fell on Adham Mustafa school in Saif al-Dawla neighbourhood in 

Aleppo, slightly damaging the school and killing one pupil.  

On 21 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in Rasm al-

Hamam village in the eastern countryside of Hama, slightly damaging the school.  

On 25 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Qinnasrin school in the town of al-Ees in the 

southern countryside of Aleppo, damaging the school.  

On 29 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a nursery in Marj al-Sultan in in eastern Ghouta 

in Rif Dimashq, severely damaging it.  
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On 29 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted a school in Kafr Aweed village in the countryside 

of Idlib with cluster bombs, slightly damaging the school.   

On 31 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Ees modernised school in the town of al-Ees in 

the countryside of Aleppo, severely damaging the school.  

On 3 November 2015, the regime’s forces targeted a school in al-Marj in eastern Ghouta in Rif 

Dimashq, injuring a pupil and causing substantial damage to the school.  

On 11 November 2011, Russian war planes targeted al-Sina’iya high school in Maarrat al-Nouman in 

the countryside of Idlib, severely damaging the school.  

On 15 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted Abul Alaa al-Ma’arri secondary school in 

Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib, killing 3 people and severely damaging the school.  

On 15 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Ahmed al-Ta’an school in Khan Shaykhun in 

the countryside of Idlib, causing substantial damage to the school.  

On 16 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a primary school Al- Madeeq Castle in the 

countryside of Hama, severely damaging the school.  

On 17 November 2015, the regime’s forces launched a surface to surface missile at Zabdeen al-Hajar 

in Zabdeen in Rif Dimashq, severely damaging it.  

On 20 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Shaeed Naseem al-Khaleel primary school in 

Kansafra village in the countryside of Idlib, severely damaging the school.  

On 20 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Sina’iya high school in the town of al-Boleel 

in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor, causing substantial damage to the school.  

On 24 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the primary school in the town of Deir al-Asafir 

in Rif Dimashq, severely damaging the school.  

On 24 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the secondary school for girls in the town of 

Deir al-Asafir in Rif Dimashq, severely damaging the school.  

On 24 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the mixed high school in the town of Deir al-

Asafir in Rif Dimashq, severely damaging the school.  

On 25 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Rabia al-Adawiyyah school in Jisr al-Shughur in 

the countryside of Idlib, killing one person, injuring 8 others whom were mostly children and 

causing substantial damage to the school.  

On 26 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Hasoob school in Maarrat al-Nouman in the 

countryside of Idlib, severely damaging the school.  
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On 28 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Janubiya primary school in Atarib in the 

countryside of Aleppo, causing substantial damage to the school.  

On 2 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Buz al-Khirba village in Jabal al-Akrad in the 

countryside of Latakia, causing substantial damage to the school.  

On 4 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Azhaar nursery in Jobar neighbourhood in 

Damascus, causing substantial damage to the nursery.  

On 4 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a primary school in Kafr Zita in the countryside 

Of Hama, damaging parts of the school and its walls. 

On 5 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Hay al-Sharqi school in Kafr Zita in the 

countryside of Hama, severely damaging it, forcing it to close down.  

On 6 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Tadmur in the countryside of Homs, 

causing it substantial damage.  

On 8 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Mari al-Tawwab school in Tadmur in the 

countryside of Homs, partially damaging it.  

On 10 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Buawwad school in the town of al-Kouriah in 

the countryside of Deir ez-Zor, partially damaging it.  

On 13 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Douma in Rif Dimashq during 

school time, killing 2 children, injuring others and damaging the school. 

On 14 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a school in Mare’ in the countryside of Aleppo, 

causing it substantial damage.  

On 15 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Zamalka in Rif Dimashq, partially 

damaging it.  

On 15 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in the town of Deir al-Asafir in Rif 

Dimashq, partially damaging it.  

On 20 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Urooba school for girls in Idlib, damaging it.  

On 22 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a school in Kafr Dael village in the countryside 

of Aleppo, killing one person, injuring 7 others and causing substantial damage to the school.  

On 22 December 2015, ISIS launched mortar shells at Harabesh neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor, 

which is under the control of the regime. Many of the shells fell on a secondary school for girls in the 

neighbourhood, killing 10 pupils and injuring dozens others.  

On 23 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a school in Haritan in the countryside of Aleppo, 

causing it substantial damage.  
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On 24 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Zakariya school in Akta’ in Jisr al-Shughur in 

the countryside of Idlib, partially damaging the school’s building.  

On 25 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school Zayzoon village in the countryside of 

Hama, causing it substantial damage.  

On 26 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a school in Thee Qaar in the town of Jarjanaz in 

the countryside of Idlib, causing it substantial damage.  

On 27 December 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs at a school sheltering displaced 

refugees from Tillef village eastern the town of al-Hula in the countryside of Homs, killing 6 people 

and severely damaging the school.   

 

Syrian regime and foreign allies continued systematic targeting schools and education centres. 

School in Douma (Rif Dimashq) was targeted on 14/12/2015 
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Targeting the media and media personnel: bullets vs. words 

For the fourth consecutive year, Syria remains the number one country on the list of most dangerous 

countries for journalists9 and also holds the top position on the list of most restrictive countries for the 

freedom of journalists. 

The Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC) defines media workers as those who work in a 

registered media organisation and whose involvement in the media is their main source of livelihood, 

whether they play a main role (e.g. field journalists) or a supportive role (e.g. cameramen). On the 

other hand, it defines media activists as those who work in an unregistered media organisation such 

as Facebook pages.  

These definitions are used by SHRC and other documenting organisations relatively, as the 

conditions in Syria do not allow organisations to accurately look into whether these people work 

mainly as journalists or whether they are part of organisations that are officially recognised abroad. 

SHRC has documented 88 incidents in which media personnel were killed in 2015, 69 of whom were 

killed by the regime, 8 of whom were killed by ISIS and 5 

of whom were killed by unidentified parties.   

In addition, SHRC has documented 36 incidents in which 

journalists and media activists were injured in 2015, 

mostly due to the continuous indiscriminate shelling and 

shootings while covering an event.  

Compared to previous years, the number of incidents 

involving kidnapping foreign journalists decreased 

significantly this year with only 4 cases documented compared to 23 in 2013 and 8 in 2014. 

In addition, SHRC documented the targeting of 15 media centres and 2 media vehicles this year, 

which is an unprecedented escalation compared to previous years in which targeting media centres 

was very limited and did not exceed an average of 4 centres a year. The majority of these centres were 

targeted by airstrikes carried out by the Syrian Air Force and helicopters, while 4 centres were raided 

by al-Nusra Front. Furthermore, 3 cases in which media workers were brutally assaulted by the 

Turkish Gendarmerie were documented.    

As in 2014, media activists represented the largest number of victims among media personnel this 

year. This is due to the nature of their work and their presence at the front line of any armed clashes 

in addition to their lack of safety equipment used by professional journalists such as bulletproof vests 

and the lack of safety courses and training.  

                                                           
9 See: https://cpj.org/killed/2015/ 

Two main parties were 

responsible for targeting media 

personnel: the Syrian regime 

(alongside its affiliated foreign 

militias) and extremist groups 

such as (ISIS) and al-Nusra Front 
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Despite the large sacrifices made by these activists from the beginning of the conflict, many of them 

are discriminated against by human rights organisations that do not provide appropriate coverage of 

the violations committed against them, despite the fact that the material they produce is widely used 

by media outlets around the world in covering the conflict in Syria.  

Similarly to the last three years, two main parties were responsible for targeting media personnel: the 

Syrian regime (alongside its affiliated foreign militias) and extremist groups such as the Islamic State 

in Iraq and Sham (ISIS) and al-Nusra Front.  

In addition, the report has documented an increase in 

violations committed by the armed opposition brigades 

especially Ahrar ash-Sham, mainly in prohibiting several 

newspapers and publications from accessing their 

checkpoints and in raiding media offices, looting their 

equipment and assaulting the staff. 

As in previous years, the Kurdish People’s Protection Unit 

persisted in repeatedly and systematically detaining media personnel and activists in the areas under 

its control, in addition to confiscating their equipment and cameras. In most cases, the detainees were 

freed within a few days’ time.  

Furthermore, other countries participated in violations against the Syrian media such as the Turkish 

Gendarmerie which targeted and severely assaulted a number of Syrian media activists whilst they 

were crossing the Syrian-Turkish borders. In addition, the Egyptian authorities shut down a Syrian 

satellite channel for unknown reasons.  

In 2015, SHRC documented 18 incidents in which a media office was targeted in various Syrian cities, 

causing these offices and organisations to shut down. The Syrian Air Force was responsible for 11 of 

incidents while armed groups were responsible for the remaining incidents. 

The year 2015 also saw an increase in the assassination of political and military activists. The 

perpetrators behind these attacks remain unidentified. SHRC has documented 9 incidents in which 

media activists were assassinated this year, 5 of which were in the Governorate of Daraa. 

Many media personnel who had been previously detained were released this year. Two foreign 

journalists were released as were a number of Syrian journalists including: 

On 21 February 2015, the Syrian authorities released independent Swedish journalist Joakim Medin 

and his interpreter, both of whom were detained at a state security checkpoint in al-Qamishli on 15 

February 2015 after accidently entering the city. 

Media activists represented the 

largest number of victims among 

media personnel in 2015, due to 

their presence at the front line of 

any armed clashes in addition to 

their lack of safety equipment 

used by professional journalists 
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On 26 April 2015, the Counter-terrorism Court in Damascus released journalist Shayar Khalil on 

bail. Khalil was detained by the Air Force Intelligence on 24 April 2013. Following his detention, Syria 

TV aired a video of his confessions which stated that he had received support from foreign parties 

abroad.  

On 10 August 2015, Mazen Darwish, director of the Syrian Centre for Media and Freedom of 

Expression (CMFE), was released after being detained by the Syrian authorities for 3 and a half years. 

The media’s violation of human rights   

In addition to the violations committed against the media by several parties, various types of media 

outlets also committed grave violations against human rights. The majority of these violations took 

place in Egypt and Lebanon where dozens of incidents were documented in which the media aired 

hate speeches against Syrians residing in those countries. These speeches incited violence against 

Syrian refugees and supported the violations committed by the Syrian regime. Similar incidents have 

also been documented in other countries. 

For example, Reham Saeed who works for Egypt’s Al-Nahar TV channel prepared a report in August 

from Lebanon about Syrian refugees which carried many racist and hate messages, none of which the 

channel or the presenter gave an apology for.  

On 8 October 2015, cameras filmed camerawoman Petra Laszlo, from Hungary’s xenophobic far-right 

Jobbik channel N1TV, when she assaulted refugees attempting to enter Hungary, causing the channel 

to dismiss her from her post.  
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Violations committed against media personnel in 2015 

January 

On 1 January 2015, media worker Dirar Musa al-Jahed, member of the media office of the Local 

Coordination Committees (LCC), was killed when four unknown gunmen opened fire at him and 

three others who were present at his house at the time, including journalist Ibrahim Abu Halawa.  

On 1 January 2015, Mustafa Sultan, cameraman for the Turkish Anadolu Agency in Aleppo, was 

injured on duty whilst covering the clashes between the regime’s forces and the armed opposition 

brigades in al-Bareej in the northern countryside of Aleppo.  

On 5 January 2015, media worker Mohammed Najjar (known as Qais al-Halabi) died from an injury 

he sustained by the regime’s snipers on 15 December 2014, whilst covering the clashes between the 

regime’s forces and the armed opposition brigades in Handarat in the countryside of Aleppo.  

On 7 January 2015, members of al-Nusra Front kidnapped media worker Ma’d Barish and his 

colleague Wathaab al-Izzo near Saraqeb in the countryside of Idlib. They were both released on 31 

January 2015.  

 

Media activist Mohamad Najjar was killed on 15/1/2015 

On 11 January 2015, media activist Mohammed Amin Ramadan (known as Abu Bashir) was detained 

by the regime’s security forces in Hama. He remains in detention till this day.  
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On 17 January 2015, members of al-Nusra Front raided several media offices including those of 

Quraish Radio, Kafr Nabl Media Office and Mazaya centre for women in Kafr Nabl in the countryside 

of Idlib, in search for the venue in which Sooriyatna magazine is printed. Media worker Hadi al-

Abdullah was assaulted by members of the Front during the attack.   

On 18 January 2015, the information division of the Levant Front (al-Jabha al-Shamiya); one of the 

armed opposition brigades, confiscated and burned the latest issues of Sooriyatna, Sada Al-Sham, 

Tamaddun and Enab Baladi because they covered the attack on Charlie Hebdo in Paris.  

On 18 January 2015, the regime’s security services detained writer Ibrahim Farhan al-Khalil, head of 

the Kurdish Writers’ Union al-Hasakah branch from his house in al-Hasakah.  

On 26 January 2015, Aleppo’s Courthouse announced the death of media worker Walid al-Qasim on 

the hands of what it called “a group operating on the ground” and stated that is shall “take the 

necessary measures”. Al-Qasim was detained by members of al-Nusra Front on 30 October 2014. The 

Courthouse did not announce any further action regarding this case throughout 2015.  

On 27 January 2015, ISIS detained media activist Abul Faruq, correspondent for the Syrian Media 

Office, upon entry to Syria through Tal Abyad’s border crossing. He was released on 3 February 2015.    

On 28 January 2015, media activist Saeed al-Birnawi died from an injury he sustained during the 

shelling of Douma in Rif Dimashq the previous day. Al-Birnawi worked as the director of the media 

department in the Unified Relief Office in Douma. 

On 29 January 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched a guided missile at the Syrian Press Agency’s 

office severely damaging it. There were no casualties.  

On 31 January 2015, ISIS executed Japanese journalist Kenji Gotu and aired a video of his beheading. 

On 20 January 2015, ISIS had aired a video showing 2 Japanese journalists dressed in orange 

jumpsuits, one of which was Gotu. The video threatened to kill the journalists unless Japan paid a $20 

million ransom within 72 hours. Gotu (who died at the age of 48) was a journalist who specialised in 

humanitarian issues in conflicts and crises. In 1996, he found a documentary production company in 

Tokyo. 

February  

On 2 February 2015, members of Jaysh al-Islam, one of the armed opposition brigades, raided Syrian 

Press Agency’s office. They also detained the head of Agency Aram al-Doumani and forced him to 

sign a pledge not to criticise their leader Zahran Alloush. 

On 2 February 2015, Aljazeera’s cameraman Abu Bakr al-Haj Ali was injured when a barrel bomb 

was dropped on Aljazeera’s office in Daraa al-Balad neighbourhood in Daraa. The attack destroyed 

the office and seriously damaged the equipment. 
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On 6 February 2015, the family of American journalist Austin Tice announced his disappearance 

near Damascus on 14 August 2014. Tice works for a number of media organisations including The 

Washington Post and CNN.  

On 9 February 2015, armed members from the Islam Brigades (Liwa al-Islam) in Arbin in Rif Dimashq 

raided the office of Arbin Coordinate and detained 4 media personnel: Zakwan Kahalle, Samer al-

Sheikh Hasan, Abdul Sattar Sharaf and Nizar al-Haj Ali. They also vandalised the office and looted 

its equipment. On 14 February 2015, they were released after being acquitted by the Unified 

Courthouse.  

On 9 February 2015, ISIS aired a propaganda video from Aleppo presented by kidnapped British 

journalist John Cantlie from al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo. In his report, Cantlie spoke of the 

normality of life in areas under the control of ISIS.  

On 12 February 2015, Al-Alam TV announced that its cameraman Ahmed Shamsuddin was injured 

by one of the armed opposition brigades in al-Zahraa in Aleppo. 

On 14 February 2015, the state-owned Al-Ikhbariya TV stated that its correspondent Rabee’ Dibeh 

and its technician Mohammed Jamal both sustained injuries from a mortar shell that struck the town 

of Deir al-Adas in the countryside of Daraa while they were there.  

On 15 February 2015, Swedish journalist Joakim Medin and his interpreter Sabri Omar were both 

detained at a state security checkpoint in al-Qamishli on accusations of illegally entering the country. 

Three days later he was transferred to Damascus and was accused of being a Mossad agent. Both 

Medin and Omar were released on 21 February 2015. Medin stated that the release was a result of the 

intervention of Kurdish officials who support the regime and who might have detained Syrian 

soldiers in exchange for their release. 

On 17 February 2015, media activist Ahmed Bilal al-Absi (known as Ahmed al-Olabi) was killed 

whilst covering the clashes between the regime’s forces and the armed opposition brigades in the 

northern countryside of Aleppo. 

On 17 February 2015, media activist Abdo al-Mifa’alani died from an injury he sustained in al-Sheikh 

Miskeen in Daraa whilst covering the clashes there ten days prior. 

On 18 February 2015, Hasan Abdullah, director in Hezbollah’s Al-Manar TV, was killed during what 

the channel described as “fulfilling his Jihad related duties in Syria”. 

On 24 February 2015, members of al-Nusra Front in Idlib detained media activist Nidal Horan from 

Tal Ammar village in the countryside of Idlib after he recorded a demonstration opposing al-Nusra 

Front in the village. The villagers were protesting against the Front’s members carrying out 

archaeological excavations in the village’s surroundings.  
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On 28 February 2015, media activist and director of Afaq Media Omar Yasin al-Atrat died following 

an injury he sustained from an airstrike on the town of Kafr Shams in the countryside of Daraa. 

 

Hasan Abdullah, director in Hezbollah’s Al-Manar TV, was killed during what the channel described 

as “fulfilling his Jihad related duties in Syria” 

March 

On 1 March 2015, Qatar’s Aljazeera correspondent Suhaib al-Khalaf had his car in flames after a 

barrel bomb was dropped on the town of al-Latamna in the countryside of Hama.  

On 2 March 2015, ISIS executed media activist Ahmed Mohammed on charges of liaising with foreign 

parties. Mohammed worked as a reporter for one of the armed opposition brigades and was detained 

by ISIS on 15 December 2014.  

On 8 March 2015, Alittihad Press reporter Nour al-Din Ahmed Hashim (known as Nuruddin al-

Khatib) was killed whilst covering the massacre that took place in Arbin in Rif Dimashq and which 

resulted in the death of 28 people.  

On 17 March 2015, media activist Abdul Qader Zakariyya al-Baqa’i was killed following an injury he 

sustained during the shelling of the town of Deir al-Asafir in Rif Dimashq. 
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On 21 March 2015, media activist Mohammed Noor al-Nahlawi (known as Abu al-Yusur al-Shami) 

was killed after he was hit by a vehicle that belonged to one of the armed opposition brigades in 

eastern Ghouta. Al-Nahlawai was filming a documentary about the city whilst clashes were taking 

place between two of the armed brigades, which led to the car accident that ended his life.  

On 21 March 2015, the family of media activist Yaman Ershedat Abazayd were able to identify his 

body among the pictures of torture victims. Abazayd was detained on 10 November 2012 at a security 

checkpoint in Daraa. He worked for Shaam News Network (SNN).  

On 24 March 2015, media activist Milad Mohammed Fayez Shbat (known as Abu Bakr al-Horani) 

died from an injury he sustained when the Syrian Air Force targeted Bosra al-Sham in the countryside 

of Daraa whilst he was on duty there.  

On 26 March 2015, cameramen Mohammed Abazayd and Baraa Omar were injured whilst covering 

the regime’s forces’ attack on Daraa al-Balad in Daraa. Both cameramen work for Nabaa Media 

Foundation. 

On 28 March 2015, the armed opposition brigades detained Abdul Ghani Jarukh, reporter for 

Addounia TV and Sama TV; both of which are semi-governmental channels. Jarukh was detained 

while he was at Idlib’s National Hospital when Idlib was under the control of the armed opposition.  

On 30 March 2015, media activist Mohammed Nayef Abazayd, from Shaam News Network (SNN), 

died from an injury he sustained when the regime’s forces indiscriminately shelled Daraa al-Balad 

neighbourhood in Darra.   

April 

In April 2015, the family of Ahmed Ibrahim Nuqrush identified his body among the leaked pictures 

of torture victims. Nuqrush was detained in the town of al-Damir in Rif Dimashq on 23 December 

2011.  

Also in April 2015, the family of Qutayba Bikko Sheikhani (known as Abu Sherko) identified his 

body among the leaked pictures of torture victims. Sheikhani was detained from his office in al-

Sha’lan neighbourhood in Damascus on 31 December 2012. Sheikhani was a member of Al-Ansar 

Party’s political and media committee. 

On 1 April 2015, media activist Jamal Khalifa died from an injury he sustained from a mortar shell in 

al-Madares street in Yarmouk Camp in Damascus. Khalifa was covering the clashes taking place in 

the camp between the armed opposition brigades and ISIS when he got hit. 

On 4 April 2015, members of al-Nusra Front raided Radio Alwan’s office in Saraqeb in the 

countryside of Idlib and looted its equipment and contents, forcing the station to go off air.  



The 14th annual report on Human rights in Syria 

  130 

On 5 April 2015, the regime’s forces launched a surface to surface missile at Qasioun News Agency’s 

office in al-Tadamun neighbourhood in Damascus, destroying it completely and injuring a 

cameraman.   

On 7 April 2015, media activist Rayyan Rayyan was kidnapped from Bustan al-Qasr neighbourhood 

in Aleppo by unknown gunmen. The Courthouse in Haritan in the countryside of Aleppo handed 

him in the following day to the Fastaqim Kama Umirt Assembly, which is one of the armed 

opposition brigades in Aleppo. Rayyan is the head of PR at the Council of Aleppo rebels10.   

On 7 April 2015, media worker for Shaam News Network Hammam al-Najjar (known as Abu Yazan 

al-Halabi) was injured following an explosion of a car bomb in Mare’ in the countryside of Aleppo.  

On 7 April 2015, the Egyptian security service raided the office of Suriya al-Ghad TV and confiscated 

all of its tools and equipment and dismissed all of its staff, forcing the channel to go off air.  

On 12 April 2015, media activist Basel al-Karaki (known as Abu Hatem) from the town of al-Karak 

al-Sharqi in the countryside of Daraa was shot whilst leaving his house. Al-Karaki is a member of al-

Yaqeen Media Foundation.  

On 15 April 2015, the administration at Bab al-Hawa crossing in the governorate of Idlib confiscated 

copies of issue #164 of Enab Baladi newspaper on claims that it contained an article that offends the 

armed opposition brigades. The crossing is under the control of the Sharia Court which mainly 

consists of members of al-Nsura Front and Ahrar ash-Sham.  

On 16 April 2015, media activist Hammam al-Najjar (known as Abu Yazan al-Halab) died from an 

injury he sustained in an explosion carried out by ISIS in Mare’ in the countryside of Aleppo on 7 

April 2015.  

On 23 April 2015, the administration at Bab al-Hawa crossing in the countryside of Idlib confiscated 

copies of issue #73 of Tamaddun newspaper on claims of it containing an investigative report about 

Christians in Deir ez-Zor.   

On 25 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Suma’a Square11 in Jisr al-Shughur in the 

countryside of Idlib, destroying Orient TV’s satellite broadcast vehicle and inflicting its reporter 

Ammar Dandash with minor injuries. 

On 27 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Darayya Media Centre in Darayya in Rif Dimashq 

damaging it.  

                                                           
10 This translation is based on their official FB page 
11 Spelling taken from the SHRC website. Suggested spelling: al-Sawma’ah Square 
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May 

On 2 May 2015, unknown gunmen opened fire at the head of Homs Media Centre in ar-Rastan Yarub 

al-Dali who managed to escape unscathed.  

On 3 May 2015, media activist Hussien Sitir (known as Abu Sdel) was killed when the Air Force 

shelled as-Sukari neighbourhood in Aleppo.  

On 3 May 2015, media activist Abu Ali Diwan, member of the secretariat of the Union Rebels 

Aleppo12, was killed when barrel bombs were dropped on Saif al-Dawla neighbourhood in Aleppo.  

On 9 May 2015, media activist Al- al-Ali was injured whilst covering the clashes between the armed 

opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib. 

On 10 May 2015, media activist Muthaffar Mahmoud al-Falah, reporter for Shahid Media 

Foundation, was killed whilst covering the clashes in Daraa’s central countryside. Some reports stated 

that he was fighting with the armed opposition brigades when he was killed. SHRC was unable to 

validate this information.  

On 14 May 2015, media activist As’ad al-Joulani was killed whilst covering the clashes between the 

armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in the countryside of al-Qunietra. Al-Joulani was 

the spokesperson for the military council in al-Qunietra and Golan.  

On 15 May 2015, media activist Ali al-Ali died from an injury he sustained whilst covering the 

clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Jisr al-Shughur in the 

countryside of Idlib a few days prior.  

On 18 May 2015, members of al-Nusra Front in al-Yaqubiyah village in the countryside of Jisr al-

Shughur in Idlib detained media activist Ahmed al-Abdo who works for Al-Aan TV and Tamaddun 

newspaper.  

On 19 May 2015, media activist Abu Yazan al-Homsi was injured whilst accompanying one of the 

armed opposition brigades when they took over al-Mastuma camp in the countryside of Idlib.  

On 22 May 2015, Orient TV’s Khalid Abul Majd was injured when the regime’s helicopters dropped 

barrel bombs on Haritan village in the countryside of Aleppo. 

On 23 May 2015, Taym Qabbani (known as Taym al-Halabi), media activist and reporter for Halab 

Al-Aan, died from an injury he sustained when the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Shaar neighbourhood 

in Aleppo a few days prior.  

                                                           
12 This is the translation on their logo. Suggested translation: Union of Aleppo Rebels 
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On 27 May 2015, media activist Hassan Qattan was shot whilst covering the clashes between the 

armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in al-Sheikh Saeed neighbourhood in Aleppo. 

Qattan works as a cameraman for Aleppo Media Centre and Reuters.  

On 28 May 2015, media activist Marwan Nemr was killed by the regime’s snipers in Salahadin 

neighbourhood in Aleppo. Nemr worked for the Ahfad Hamza brigade; a member of the armed 

opposition brigades.  

On 30 May 2015, unknown gunmen assaulted media activist Fadi al-Halabi, reporter and cameraman 

for Aleppo Media Centre, and destroyed his camera.  

On 30 May 2015, media activist Mulham Abul Layth was killed whilst covering the clashes between 

the armed opposition brigades and ISIS in the northern countryside of Aleppo. 

On 31 May 2015, media activist Ammar al-Shami, reporter for Qasioun News Agency, died from an 

injury he sustained in Marj al-Sultan in Rif Dimashq when the Syrian Air Force attacked the area.  

June 

On 3 June 2015, Mohammed Qaisoun, director of Talbiseh Mubasher Network, was inured whilst 

covering the Syrian Air Force’s shelling of Talbiseh in the countryside of Homs.  

On 6 June 2015, Mohammed Noor al-Halabi (known as Abu Mosab al-Babi) was killed whilst 

covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and ISIS in Sheikh Reeh village in the 

northern countryside of Aleppo. Al-Halabi worked in Ahrar ash-Sham’s media office; one of the 

armed opposition brigades.  

On 8 June 2015, the Kurdish self-administration forces in Afrin banned the distribution of Tamaddun, 

Enab Baladi and Kulluna Suriyoon newspapers without giving any justifications for doing so.  

On 8 June 2015, media activist Abdullah al-Zayed (known as Abu Abood al-Horani) was injured 

whilst covering the clashes in the town of al-Harak in the countryside of Daraa. Al-Zayed is part of al-

Yaqeen Media Foundation.  

On 8 June 2015, media activist Ali Fareedi, from the Syrian Media Organisation, was injured whilst 

covering the clashes in the town of al-Harak in the countryside of Daraa.  

On 9 June 2015, media activist Abdullah Khaled al-Qasem (known as Abu Bakr), was killed whilst 

covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in al-Liwaa 52 in 

the countryside of Daraa.  

On 9 June 2015, media activist Yamen al-Saleh, from the Syrian Media Organisation, was injured 

whilst covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in al-

Liwaa 52 in the countryside of Daraa.  
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On 10 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Halab News Network office in 

al-Shaar neighbourhood in Aleppo damaging it.  

On 10 June 2015, media activist Abdullah Husami was killed whilst covering the clashes between the 

armed opposition brigades and ISIS in the northern countryside of Aleppo. Husami worked for Jaysh 

al-Islam; one of the armed opposition brigades.   

On 19 June 2015, media activist Mohammed al-Sheikh was killed whilst covering the clashes 

between the armed opposition brigades and ISIS in the surroundings of Um Qura village in the 

countryside of Aleppo. Al-Sheikh worked for Al-Safwa Brigade; one of the armed opposition 

brigades.  

On 19 June 2015, media activist Abdul Ghani Abdul Kafi al-Hijji died form an injury he sustained 

when ISIS shelled Mare’ in the countryside of Aleppo on 13 June 2015.  

On 20 June 2015, media activist Nawras Qitaz was injured whilst covering the clashes between the 

armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Aleppo. Qitaz worked as part of the 13th 

Division (Al-Firqa 13); a member of the armed opposition brigades.  

On 25 June 2015, media activist Omar Jihad al-Masalma was killed whilst covering the clashes 

between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Daraa al-Balad neighbourhood in 

Daraa. Al-Masalma worked for al-Yaqeen Media Foundation and Nabaa Media Foundation.  

On 26 June 2015, Qatar’s Aljazeera reporter Mohammed al-Asfar (known as Abul Asfar) was killed 

whilst covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in al-

Manshiyah neighbourhood in Daraa. Al-Asfar had been injured previously in 2012 and was sent to 

Jordan for treatment at the time. Following his recovery, he returned to his media duties in Daraa.  

On 26 June 2015, media activist Abu Abdo al-Homsi, member of the Syria Rebel Congregation13, 

whilst covering the regime’s shelling of the town of al-Daar al-Kabeera in the countryside of Homs.  

On 28 June 2015, photographer Mohammed Noor al-Sharbaji al-Hariri died from an injury he 

sustained when the regime’s forces shelled the town of Bosra14 al-Hareer in the countryside of Daraa.  

On 30 June 2015, members of Jaysh al-Islam, one of the armed opposition brigades, raided the house 

of media activist Anas al-Khouli in Masraba in Rif Dimashq and detained both him and his father. 

Al-Khouli works for the Syrian Rebel Congregation and was released on 11 July 2015 even though the 

investigation accused him with an assassination attempt of one of its leaders. 

                                                           
13 Translation taken from their official twitter page. Suggested translation: Congregation of Syrian Rebels.  
14 I think this needs to be بصرى in the Arabic not بصر 
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July  

On 3 July 2015, media activist Alaa Barsilo was injured whilst covering the clashes between the 

armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Jam’iah al-Zahraa in Aleppo. Barsilo works for 

Andan newspaper and with Jaish al-Muhajireen wal-Ansar; one of the armed opposition brigades.  

On 3 July 2015, media activist Abdul Hameed al-Sayyed was killed when a barrel bomb was dropped 

on his house in Binnish in the countryside of Idlib. Al-Sayyed worked for Ahrar ash-Sham, one of the 

armed opposition brigades.  

On 5 July 2015, media activist Anas Ali Raja al-Abood died from an injury he incurred when the 

regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town of Saida in the countryside of Daraa.  

On 5 July 2015, an ISIS fire squad executed media activists Bashir Abdul Azim al-Salem and Faisal 

Hasan al-Habib on charges of spying and communicating with foreign parties.  

On 6 July 2015, Saleh Laila, from the Turkish Anadolu Agency, was injured whilst covering the 

clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Jam’iah al-Zahraa in 

Aleppo.  

On 6 July 2015, Abdul Karim Laila (known as Abu Firas al-Halabi) was injured whilst covering the 

clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Jam’iah al-Zahraa in 

Aleppo.  

On 7 July 2015, Mohammed al-Baghdadi, cameraman for the Fastaqim Kama Umirt assembly which 

is one of the armed opposition brigades, was injured whilst covering the clashes between the armed 

opposition brigades and the regime’s forces at Karam al-Tarrab front in Aleppo.  

On 14 July 2015, the Kurdish People’s Protection Unit raided the council of rebels of al-Sheikh 

Maqsood office in Aleppo and detained some of its members. They were released the following day.  

On 17 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Arbin Media Centre in Rif Dimashq damaging it.  

On 19 July 2015, media activist Fadi Reehawi, admin of Lens Masakin Hanano page, was injured 

when the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Sakhur clinic in Aleppo.  

On 19 July 2015, media activist Ahmed Taha died from an injury he sustained whilst covering the 

clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Jabal al-Turkman in the 

countryside of Latakia.  

On 19 July 2015, media activist Karam al-Masri was injured by unknown gunmen who opened fire at 

him whilst he was covering the massacre in al-Kalaasa neighbourhood in Aleppo.  

On 22 July 2015, the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs confirmed the disappearance of three 

Spanish journalists who had entered Syria on 10 July 2015. Antonio Pampliega, José Manuel López 
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and Ángel Sastre entered Aleppo through the Turkish borders after which all contact with them was 

immediately lost. 

On 23 July 2015, media activist Anas Khattab (known as Naqed al-Bayanooni), from Smart News 

Network, disappeared whilst heading towards Aleppo. He was released the following day.  

On 27 July 2015, media activist Thaer Uddin al-Ajlani was killed whilst covering the clashes in Jobar 

neighbourhood in Damascus. Al-Ajlani worked for several pro-regime media outlets including Sham 

FM, Rami Makhlouf’s Al Watan newspaper and the Lebanese Broadcasting Corporation (LBC) and 

was the head of the media department at the “National Defence Centre” in Damascus.  

On 27 July 2015, media activist Haytham Ali al-Ali was killed whilst covering the clashes between 

the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces near al-Alawiya checkpoint in Sahl al-Ghaab 

in the countryside of Hama.  

On 30 July 2015, media activist Khaldun Abdul Aziz al-Atiqi was assassinated in Daraa Camp for 

Palestinian refugees by an unknown gunman.  

On 31 July 2015, media activist Ismail al-Obeid was injured whilst covering the clashes between the 

armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Ain Hussien al-Janoobi village in Homs’s 

northern countryside.  

On 31 July 2015, media activist Husam Abul Adham and his wife were injured when the regime’s 

helicopters dropped barrel bombs on their house in Binnish in the countryside of Idlib.  

August 

On 5 August 2015, media activist Mohammed Abdul Latif Hamada was killed whilst covering the 

clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Sahl al-Ghaab in the 

countryside of Hama.  

On 10 August 2015, media activist Aktham Alwani was assaulted and beaten by the Turkish 

Gendarmerie whilst he was attempting to cross from Syria into Turkey, inflicting him with several 

injuries and fractures.  

On 11 August 2015, media activist Qusai al-Abood from the Syrian Media Organisation was injured 

whilst covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Daraa.  

On 14 August 2015, media activist Tareq Ziyad from the Nabaa Media Foundation was killed whilst 

covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in the 

countryside of Daraa.  

On 14 August 2015, media activist Malek al-Zobani was injured whilst covering the clashes between 

the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in the countryside of Daraa.  
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On 14 August 2015, media activist Ahmed al-Ghanem (known as Basem Qashush al-Yaduda) was 

injured whilst covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in 

the countryside of Daraa. Al-Ghanem worked for Yarmouk Army (Jaysh al-Yarmouk); one of the 

armed opposition brigades.  

On 14 August 2015, media activist Rafat Abazayd, the director of Nabaa News Foundation, was 

injured whilst covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in 

the countryside of Daraa.  

On 14 August 2015, media activist Qusai Sayasana was injured whilst covering the clashes between 

the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in the countryside of Daraa.  

On 15 August 2015, media activist Wasim Hafez was injured when two suicide bombers from ISIS 

detonated the explosives they were wearing near a military base affiliated to the armed opposition 

brigades in Mare’ in the countryside of Aleppo.  

On 15 August 2015, media activist Mohammed Qaisoun died from an injury he sustained from a 

shrapnel of one of the regime’s tank shells whilst covering the clashes between the armed opposition 

brigades and the regime’s forces in Tasneen village in Homs’s northern countryside. Qaisoun was the 

founder of the Talbiseh Mubasher Network page.  

On 15 August 2015, media activist Amer al-Shami (known as Amer al-Mahabbani) was injured whilst 

covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces near the 

Department of Vehicles in Harasta in Rif Dimashq. Al-Shami works for the Syrian Media 

Organisation and in a collaborating cameraman for Reuters. 

On 15 August 2015, media activist Mohammed Adnan Mayasa was killed whilst covering the clashes 

between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces at the Department of Vehicles in 

Harasta in Rif Dimashq.  

On 15 August 2015, media activist Mohammed Qaisoun was killed whilst covering the clashes 

between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Homs’s northern countryside.  

On 20 August 2015, media activist Khattab Abu Omar was injured whilst covering the clashes 

between the armed opposition brigades and ISIS at the al-Wahshiya village front in Aleppo’s 

northern countryside.  

On 20 August 2015, media activist Mohammed Adeeb was injured when an ISIS car bomb exploded 

near al-Wahshiya village in Aleppo’s northern countryside. Adeeb works for the Nour al-Din Zanki 

Brigades; one of the armed opposition brigades.  
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On 20 August 2015, media activist Alaa Mohammed was injured when an ISIS car bomb exploded 

near al-Wahshiya village in Aleppo’s northern countryside. Mohammed15 worked for Nour al-Din 

Zanki Brigades; one of the armed opposition brigades.  

 On 25 August 2015, media activist Zain al-Rifa’i was injured was whilst covering the clashes 

between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces near Bashakwi village in the 

countryside of Aleppo. Al-Rifa’i is a member of Aleppo Media Centre and is a collaborating 

cameraman for Agence France-Presse (AFP) and Qatar’s Aljazeera channel. 

On 25 August 2015, the family of media activist Hamed Esa al-Masalma were informed of his death 

from torture in the Palestine security branch. Al-Masalma was detained for over two and a half years 

and is from Daraa al-Balad in Daraa. 

On 26 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the Unified Media Office in Arbin in Rif Dimashq 

causing severe damage to the building and destroying its equipment.  

On 26 August 2015, ISIS executed media activist Turki al-Hameed (known as Abu Damar) from the 

town of al-Tayyana in the eastern countryside of Deir ez-Zor.  

On 27 August 2015, media activist Abdul Rahman al-Satla died form an injury he sustained from the 

regime’s snipers in Douma in Rif Dimashq.  

On 27 August 2015, media activist Ahmed Naddaf was injured whilst covering the clashes between 

the armed opposition brigades and ISIS in Mare’ in the northern countryside of Aleppo. Naddaf 

works for al-Mustafa Brigades; one of the armed opposition brigades.  

On 27 August 2015, media activist Abdullah Abu Hajar was injured whilst covering the clashes 

between the armed opposition brigades and ISIS in Mare’ in the northern countryside of Aleppo.  

September 

On 5 September 2015, media activist Dirar Ali Kinan was killed whilst covering the clashes between 

the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in al-Zabadani in Rif Dimashq.  

On 11 September 2015, Aljazeera’s correspondent Muntaser Abu Nabut was shot by masked gunmen 

inflicting him with an injury in his shoulder.  

On 12 September 2015, media activists Anas Ghanima and Mohammed Abdul Kareem Daghistani 

were killed whilst covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s 

forces in Tal Kurdi in the surroundings of Douma in Rif Dimashq.  

                                                           
15 In the Arabic it says Adeeb similar to the sentence before so I think might be a mistake.  
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On 12 September 2015, media activist Amer al-Shami was injured whilst covering the clashes 

between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in eastern Ghouta. Al-Shami had 

been previously injured on 15 August 2015.  

On 13 September 2015, media activist Zuheir al-Salahi was killed whilst covering the clashes between 

the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq.  

On 15 September 2015, media activist Zakariyya Abdul Kafi was injured by a shrapnel whilst 

covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Salahadin 

neighbourhood in Aleppo, causing him to lose his right eye. Abdul Kafi is a member of the Council of 

Salahadin of Rebels and is a collaborating photographer for Agence France-Presse (AFP).  

On 15 September 2015, media activist Abood Abu Faisal was killed whilst covering the clashes 

between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Aleppo. Abu Faisal worked for 

Jaysh al-Islam.  

On 15 September 2015, media activist Mohammed al-Khalaf was injured when a landmine exploded 

near a roof tile factory in the countryside of Idlib. The injury cost him one of his legs.   

On 17 September 2015, media activist Lana Muslim Lafi was killed when the regime’s helicopters 

targeted the radio station Syria Al-Ghad FM in Bosra al-Sham in the governorate of Daraa.  

On 17 September 2015, media activist Mohammed Ahmed al-Khouli was killed whilst covering the 

clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Rif Dimashq. Al-Khouli 

was from Masraba in Rif Dimashq.  

On 19 September 2015, media activist Ahmed al-Masalma was killed when a group of unknown 

gunmen opened fire at him in Daraa al-Balad neighbourhood in Daraa which is under the control of 

the armed opposition brigades. Al-Masalme worked as a field cameraman and a news editor for 

Nabaa Media Foundation. 

On 20 September 2015, the family of caricature artist Akram Raslan were informed of his certain 

death from torture in detention. The military intelligence detained Raslan on 2 October 2012 whilst he 

was at the building of Al-Fida newspaper in Hama where he worked.  

On 26 September 2015, media activist Obada Ghazal, from Smart News Agency, died from an injury 

he sustained when the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the town of Taftanaz in the 

countryside of Idlib. Ghazal worked for Human Care Syria.  

On 27 September 2015, media activist Rami al-Saleh was killed whilst covering the clashes between 

the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces around Sariyyat Taranja in al-Quneitra. Al-

Saleh was a member of Golan Media Corporation. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quneitra
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On 29 September 2015, Orient TV’s office in Zamalka in Rif Dimashq was shelled by the Syrian Air 

Force, injuring reporter Yaman al-Sayyed and damaging the office and its equipment. 

October 

On 2 October 2015, the regime’s forces detained Niraz Saeed, a reporter and photographer from al-

Yarmouk Camp in Damascus. He was taken to security branch 215.  

On 3 October 2015, Aljazeera announced that Jaysh al-Islam, one of the armed opposition brigades, 

detained the mother of its reporter in eastern Ghouta Samara Qutalli at the end of last September in 

order to exert pressure on Qutalli, forcing her to change her area of residence.  

Aljazeera also stated that it received messages from unnamed armed groups in eastern Ghouta 

threatening to detain Samar and ban her form leaving the area. Islam Alloush, Jaysh al-Islam’s 

spokesperson, negated these accusations and tweeted that Jaysh al-Islam has no intention of 

pressuring Qutali or detaining her mother.  

 

Media Activist Ahmad Masalmah was assassinated by unanimous persons in Dara’a on 19/9/2015 

On 7 October 2015, seventeen-year-old media activist and member of al-Yaqeen Media Foundation 

Layth al-Haj Ali was killed whilst covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and 

the regime’s forces at the outskirts of his town Khirbat Ghazala in the countryside of Daraa.  

On 7 October 2015, ISIS members raided Deir ez-Zor News Centre, confiscated its equipment and 

detained a member of its staff known as Abu Ilyas. They also raided the house of the centre’s director; 

Saad al-Saad and detained his father and brothers.  
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On 8 October 2015, Saleh Mahmoud Laila, reporter for the Turkish Anadolu Agency died form an 

injury he sustained when a car bomb exploded in Haritan in Aleppo’s northern countryside.  

On 9 October 2015, media activist Ali Hayyani was killed whilst covering the clashes between the 

armed opposition brigades and ISIS around al-Musha school in the countryside of Aleppo. Hayyani 

worked for the Levant Front (al-Jabha al-Shamiya); one of the armed opposition brigades.  

On 9 October 2015, media activist Rida Teeba (known as Abul Tayyeb) died when he was shot by 

snipers in Karam al-Tarrab neighbourhood in Aleppo. Teeba worked for Al-Fawj al-Awal; one of the 

armed opposition brigades.  

On 12 October 2015, media activist Wasim al-Adl, from Maarrah Media Centre, was injured whilst 

covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Hama’s 

northern countryside.  

On 13 October 2015, media activist Mohammed Adnan al-Zu’bi was killed whilst covering the 

clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in the countryside of al-

Quneitra. Al-Zu’bi was 17 years old and worked for al-Nusra Front.  

On 14 October 2015, media activist Ayman Shobak was killed whilst covering the clashes between 

the armed opposition brigades and ISIS in Aleppo’s northern countryside. Shobak worked for Al-

Fawj al-Awal; one of the armed opposition brigades.  

On 14 October 2015, ISIS released Orient TV’s Firhad Hamu in a prisoner swap deal between ISIS and 

the Kurdish People’s Protection Unit. Hamu was detained by ISIS on 15 December 2014 whilst on 

duty on the road between al-Hasakah and Tal Khamis16.  

On 15 October 2015, ISIS detained media activist Othman al-Sultan in Deir ez-Zor. Al-Sultan is one of 

the founders of Al-Kouriah Media Centre page.  

On 15 October 2015, ISIS detained media activist Abdul Kareem al-Sharif in Deir ez-Zor. Al-Sharif is 

one of the founders of Al-Kouriah Media Centre page.  

On 16 October 2015, media activist Abul Baraa al-Homsi was injured whilst covering Russian war 

planes shelling the town of al-Ghanto in the northern countryside of Homs.  

On 19 October 2015, media activist Aqil Abdul Aziz was injured whilst covering the clashes between 

the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces and its allied foreign militias in the southern 

countryside of Aleppo. 

On 21 October 2015, media activist Taher Saeed Fletani from Douma in Rif Dimashq died from an 

injury he sustained when the regime’s war planes shelled Douma on 2 October 2015.  

                                                           
16 I translated this similar to the Arabic, but I think it might be Tal Hamis  
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On 23 October 2015, media activist Wasim al-Adl was killed whilst covering the Russian airstrike on 

the town of Benin in Jabal al-Zawiya in the countryside of Idlib. Al-Adl worked for Marrah Media 

Centre and had been previously injured on 12 October 2015 whilst covering the clashes between the 

armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in the northern countryside of Hama. 

 

Saleh Mahmud Laila, correspondent of Turkish Anadhul news agency was killed in Hraitan, northern 

countryside of Aleppo, being hit by a car bomb on 18/10/2015 

 On 24 October 2015, media activist Fadi Mansour was injured whilst covering the clashes between 

the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in the southern countryside of Aleppo. 

Mansour worked for Army of Mujahideen (Jaysh al-Mujahideen); one of the armed opposition 

brigades.  

On 25 October 2015, Aljazeera Mubasher’s reporter Mahmoud Abul Sheikh (known as Mohammed 

Raslan) was injured whilst covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the 

regime’s forces in al-Sheikh Saeed village in the countryside of Aleppo.  

On 25 October 2015, media activist Mahmoud Abdul Fattah al-Lawz died from an injury he 

sustained whilst covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces 

in Teir Maalah in the northern countryside of Homs the previous day.  

On 25 October 2015, media activists Khaled al-Deek and Ammar al-Din were injured whilst covering 

the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Atshan village in the 

northern countryside of Hama. Both work for Ahrar ash-Sham; one of the armed opposition brigades.  
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On 26 October 2015, unknown gunmen kidnapped media activist Tamer Aker in Jabal al-Zawiya in 

the countryside of Idlib whilst he was heading towards the countryside of Latakia.  

On 27 October 2015, media activist Jumah al-Ahmed, director of Shahba Press Agency in Hayyan and 

the director of Hayyan Media Office, was killed when Russian war planes shelled the town of Hayyan 

in the countryside of Aleppo.  

On 27 October 2015, media activist Anas Sayyadi was killed whilst covering the clashes between the 

armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Maarkaba village in the northern countryside of 

Hama.  

On 28 October 2015, media activist Ammar Saab Rateb (knows as Ammar al-Doumani) was injured 

when the regime’s forces shelled Douma in Rif Dimashq. Rateb is a reporter for Syrian Media 

Organisation and a cameraman for the Turkish Anadolu Agency. 

On 30 October 2015, media activist Tareq Abu Yazan was killed whilst covering the regime’s 

incursion into Addoweir al-Shamaliya in the countryside of Homs. Abu Yazan worked for al-Daar al-

Kabeera Media Centre in Homs.  

On 30 October 2015, activists from Ar-Raqqah is Being Slaughtered Silently campaign announced the 

death of media activist Ibrahim Abdul Qadir who was part of the campaign, and his friend Fares 

Hamadi at their flat in Urfa in Turkey. On the same day, ISIS released a video of their beheading and 

declared their responsibility for their execution.  

November 

On 3 November 2015, TV presenter Batoul Mukhlas al-Warar was killed when a mortar shell was 

dropped on Dhahiat al-Asad in Harasta in Damascus. She worked for Nour el-Sham TV and the state-

owned radio station Dimashq FM.  

On 4 November 2015, media activist Suhiel al-Qasim was injured whilst covering the clashes 

between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in the southern countryside of 

Aleppo. Al-Qasim worked for Division 13 (Al-Firqa 13); one of the armed opposition brigades.  

On 4 November 2015, media activist Mohammed al-Abbar was killed whilst covering the clashes 

between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Darayya in Rif Dimashq. Al-Abbar 

worked for Ajnad al-Sham Islamic Union; one of the armed opposition brigades.  

On 6 November 2015, media activist Ahmed Yasuf Abul Hamza (known as Software) died form an 

injury he incurred from a tank shell struck at the road between Atshan and Tal Skeik in the 

countryside of Hama. He worked for Smart News Agency.  
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On 6 November 2015, media activist Ali Abul Farouq and five other media activists were injured 

when a tank shell targeted them on the road between Atshan and Tal Skeik in the countryside of 

Hama. Abul Farouq works for Step News Agency.  

 

On 30 October 2015, activist Ibrahim Abdul Qadir and his friend Fares Hamadi were killed at their 

flat in Urfa in Turkey 

On 9 November 2015, media activist Ahmed al-Warda was killed whilst covering the clashes between 

the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Assakher front in the countryside of Hama. 

Al-Warda worked in al-Izzah Union (Tajjamu’ Al-Izza); one of the armed opposition brigades.  

On 10 November 2015, media activist Hani al-Sheikh died from an injury he sustained in his leg 

when Russian war planes raided Khan Tuman in the southern countryside of Aleppo.  

On 14 November 2015, media activist Wael al-Zebaq was killed whilst covering the clashes between 

the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq.  

On 20 November 2015, Mohammed Ali Abdul Rida Nour al-Din, cameraman from Al-Manar TV 

which is affiliated to the Lebanese Hezbollah, was killed whilst covering the clashes between the 

armed opposition brigades and the foreign pro-regime militias in the southern countryside of Aleppo.  

On 23 November 2015, Taher al-Omar, reporter at FreeSyria.TV17 was injured whilst covering the 

clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the foreign pro-regime militias in the southern 

countryside of Aleppo.  

                                                           
17 Translation taken from their FB page 
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On 24 November 2015, media activist Muath Abbas Murad al-Ayham was injured whilst covering 

the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and the foreign pro-regime militias in the 

southern countryside of Aleppo.  

On 24 November 2015, media activist Hadi al-Munjid, reporter at Orient News TV, was injured when 

the Syrian Air Force targeted the town of Deir al-Asafir in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq.  

On 23 November 2015, RT (Russia Today) announced that its correspondents Sargon Hadaya (RT 

Arabic) and Roman Kosarev (RT English) and that Alexander Elistratov (Russian News Agency 

TASS) were all injured in Syria when their vehicles were targeted with anti-tank missiles launched 

from the town of Salma. The attack happened while they were in al-Daghmashliya which leads to 

Jabal Zweik in the countryside of Latakia.  

On 24 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force shelled Deir al-Asafir Media Centre in Rif Dimashq, 

damaging it and forcing it to shut down.  

On 24 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Orient News TV’s office in the town of Deir al-

Asafir in Rif Dimashq, damaging it and forcing it to shut down.  

On 29 November 2015, media activist Khaled Abu Saad was injured whilst covering the clashes 

between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Ma’an village in the northern 

countryside of Hama. Saad was a member of the Hama News Agency page.  

On 29 November 2015, media activist Sami al-Raj was injured whilst covering the clashes between 

the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Jam’iah al-Zahraa in Aleppo. Al-Raj was a 

member of Andan Media Office.   

December  

On 2 December 2015, Zakariya Ibrahim, cameraman for Qatar’s Aljazeera, sustained an injury in the 

head from the regime’s forces whilst covering the clashes between the armed opposition brigades and 

the regime’s forces in Taldou in the northern countryside of Homs.  

On 6 December 2015, the Turkish Gendarmerie brutally assaulted media worker Mohammed al-

Khateeb at the Syrian-Turkish borders near Harem in the countryside of Idlib, despite carrying all the 

required documents that prove that he is a journalist.   

On 7 December 2015, Zakariya Ibrahim, cameraman for Qatar’s Aljazeera, died from the injury he 

sustained in the head from the regime’s forces on 2 December 2015 whilst covering the clashes 

between the armed opposition brigades and the regime’s forces in Taldou in the northern countryside 

of Homs. 

On 9 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Marjeh neighbourhood in Aleppo, killing media 

worker Mohammed Mahmoud Ismail.  
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On 16 December 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Douma with artillery shells, killing media worker 

Mohammed Ilyas Mahmoud al-Taweel who worked for Centre 300 at the civil defence services in 

Douma in Rif Dimashq. Al-Taweel died when a mortar shell fell near a group of paramedics he was 

with, killing him and injuring some of them.  

On 20 December 2015, Suhaib al-Khalaf, reporter for Aljazeera, was injured when Russian war 

planes targeted Idlib.  

On 27 December 2015, media worker Naji al-Jurf, from al-Silmiya in the countryside of Hama, died 

when he was shot with a pistol attached with a silencer in Aintab in Turkey. Al-Jurf was the editor of 

the local magazine Hinta and was the director of Basmet Suriya foundation.  

On 29 December 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Douma in Rif Dimashq with artillery shells, 

injuring Firas al-Doumi who was a media worker who collaborated with the civil defence services. 

 

 

Journalist Naji Aljurf was assassinated in the Turkish city of Gaziantep on 27/12/2015 
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The displacement and refugee crisis: the violations against 

Syrians take their toll on them 

The Syrian displacement and refugee crisis has continued for the fifth consecutive year and remains 

at the top of international statistics in terms of asylum. As a result, the Syrian humanitarian crisis is 

now the largest since World War II and refugees from Syria are now the biggest refugee population 

from a single conflict in a generation18.  

On 18 December 2015, the number of Syrian refugees reached a total of 4.390.439 people, over half a 

million refugees more than those at the end of 2014. By the end of December 2015, the distribution of 

Syrian refugees in neighbouring countries was as follows: 2.291.900 refugees in Turkey, 1.070.189 in 

Lebanon, 633.466 in Jordan, 244.527 refugees in Iraq, 123.585 refugees in Egypt and 26.772 refugees in 

North Africa.  

According to the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) on 10 July 2015, the number of Syrian 

refugees exceeded 4 million for the first time since the 

beginning of the conflict in March 2011, making it the 

highest number of refugees in the world since 4.6 million 

Afghanis fled their country in 1992.  

In mid-2015, the Syrian refugee crisis reached a turning point as it gained international attention 

when the number of Syrian refugees heading towards Europe, mainly through Turkey and the 

Mediterranean Sea, reached record-breaking numbers in the middle of the year.  

The wave of illegal immigrants crossing via land and sea consisted of large numbers of non-Syrians, 

however the largest percentage consisted mainly of Syrians, especially those arriving from Turkey. 

The number of Syrians seeking asylum from 2011 till the end of December 2014 reached 222.156 

applicants. However, towards the end of November of this year, the number of Syrians seeking 

asylum in Europe reached 681.713 applicants in 2015 alone, which is higher than the number of 

applications from 2011 till the end of 2014 combined. 

The most popular destination for Syrian refugees was Europe, considering the fact that it is relatively 

easier to access, both geographically and legally, compared to the Americas for example. 

In the beginning of November 2015 and with prime minister Justin Trudeau’s victory, Canada’s 

policies towards Syrian refugees saw major changes. In his victory speech, Trudeau announced that 

                                                           
18 European Commission, Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection, ECHO Factsheet: Syria crisis, November 2015. 

On 10 July 2015, the number of 

Syrian refugees has become 

highest in the world since the 

Afghani crisis in 1992 



The 14th annual report on Human rights in Syria 

  147 

Canada is willing to receive 20.000 Syrian refugees, and on 10 December 2015 he personally 

welcomed the first group of refugees in the airport which was prepared for this purpose. 

The reasons behind the rise in illegal immigration in countries offering asylum lie in many factors 

such as that all neighbouring countries deny Syrians “refugee” status, the difficult conditions in these 

countries and the lack of options and solutions for the Syrian crisis, which has forced Syrians to flee in 

hope of finding a new start. 

 

On 27 August 2015, bodies of 71 immigrants, most of them Syrians, were found by Austrian police in 

a refrigerated truck in Austria near the Hungarian-Slovakian borders 

The wave of illegal immigration that occurred this year resulted in the death of a large number of 

refugees, mainly in sea. The most famous of these incidents was the drowning of Syrian Kurdish 

toddler Alan whose picture went viral on 3 September 2015. In other cases, refugees were found in 

transport trucks. For example, on 27 August 2015, the Austrian police found the bodies of 71 illegal 

immigrants, most of whom were Syrians, in a refrigerated truck that was abandoned on a motorway 

near the Austrian-Slovakian-Hungarian borders.     

On the other hand, the living conditions of refugees in neighbouring countries have relatively 

improved compared to previous years. However, the weather conditions still took their toll on 
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Syrians causing many deaths, injuries and damages in the camps. As in previous years, the highest 

number of these incidents occurred in Lebanon. 

In addition to natural conditions, many incidents involving fires and suffocation from heaters 

occurred in refugee camps, especially those in Lebanon and Turkey. This forced the refugees in these 

camps to use firewood to get some warmth during winter. Furthermore, some incidents were 

recorded in which refugees suffered from food poisoning after being served ready meals. 

The Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC) was able to document several violations committed 

against Syrian refugees by the authorities in the receiving and hosting countries including the 

Turkish, Jordanian, Lebanese, Israeli, Macedonian and Greek authorities. The most striking of these 

violations were those recorded in Lebanon where the army and pro-regime militias repeatedly 

targeted refugee camps and areas of residence in addition to targeting refugees on the streets. SHRC 

has documented 19 incidents in which these parties assaulted Syrian refugees in 2015 which are 

mentioned later in this chapter.    

On a legal and political level, this year saw further restrictions applied by neighbouring countries on 

the entry of refugees. For example, Jordan denied around 20.000 refugees entry into its borders. In 

December, Human Rights Watch (HRW) published satellite pictures showing the huge congregations 

of people at the Syrian-Jordanian borders. 

On 28 December 2015, the Turkish authorities demanded visas from Syrian passengers flying into the 

country, which goes against a prior Syrian-Turkish agreement that went into effect on 18 September 

2009 and which stated that citizens of both countries are exempted from visas. 

In addition, many political statements that incite hate against Syrian refugees were given this year, 

mainly by Lebanese Minister of Foreign Affairs Gebran Bassil on several occasions. For example, on 

15 September 2015, Bassil stated that it is difficult for the authorities to differentiate between a refugee 

and a fighter and that due to poverty, refugees are more inclined to terrorism. Furthermore, on 22 

September 2015, Bassil addressed the United Nations General Assembly stating that his country is 

wary of the voluntary return of refugees and asked for refugees to be sent back to their country prior 

to executing a political solution.  

On 1 October 2015, US republican presidential candidate Donal Trump announced that he will send 

all Syrian refugees back if he wins the elections.   

On 29 October 2015, Czech President Milos Zeman said that Syrian refugees arriving in Europe are 

wealthy based on the fact that they own iPhones and called for an end to receiving them. These 

statements came at the same time as those of United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
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Prince Zeid bin Ra’ad, who accused the Czech government of systematically detaining refugees and 

immigrants in poor conditions in order to prevent others from seeking asylum in the Czech Republic. 

Another struggle that Syrian refugees continued to face this year, especially Syrians abroad, was 

obtaining official documents. Syrian embassies continued to blackmail its citizens in exchange for 

obtaining their official documents, especially their passports. Other embassies in various parts of the 

world were closed. As a result, hundreds of thousands of Syrians were unable to obtain their 

passports or other identification papers and were unable to renew or certify them. This created many 

difficulties for Syrians such as the inability to legally travel from the countries they reside in, the 

inability to register their marriage contracts, the inability to renew or gain their residence permits, the 

inability to receive medical and educational services for their children and the inability to carry out 

simple transactions such as bank transactions or renting an accommodation.  

The refugee crisis also continued to escalate inside Syria as the number of displaced refugees reached 

7.946.539 people by mid-2015. This is the most recent international estimation available at the time of 

writing this report. 

This figure implies that half of Syrians were forced to flee their homes as a result of the grave 

violations committed against them, to other places inside Syria and abroad.  

Syrians displaced in Syria suffer from very harsh humanitarian conditions, as they are not offered 

official camps similar to those in Jordan and Turkey. In addition, international organisations cannot 

easily access them as they do in Turkey, Jordan, northern Iraq and sometimes Lebanon. 

The conditions of displaced refugees inside Syria vary depending on the areas they flee to, on the 

conditions on the ground in these areas and on their financial conditions. For example, in the areas 

under the control of the armed opposition brigades, not only do displaced refugees suffer from poor 

living and psychological conditions, but also from the same difficulties that the residents of these 

areas go through such as the daily shelling and the lack of services, especially in education and 

health. SHRC documented 24 incidents in which war planes specifically targeted areas sheltering 

displaced refugees in 2015. The most striking of these attacks was on 15 October 2015, when Russian 

war planes targeted a refugee shelter in the town of al-Ghanto in the countryside of Homs, killing 48 

displaced refugees who had fled their homes as a result of Russian war planes shelling their towns in 

the northern countryside of Homs a few weeks prior. Details of this attack are mentioned later in the 

chapter. 

Not only are these attacks war crimes in every way, especially when aimed at schools that shelter 

displaced refugees, but they are also a systematic method used by the Syrian regime to target 

displaced refugees, especially in northern Syria, in order to force them to flee the country.  
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Violations and incidents involving internally displaced refugees in 2015 

On 8 January 2015, a blizzard hit Syria and its neighbouring countries, filling the tents and homes of 

displaced Syrians with snow and water in various parts of the country, killing 5 of them in the 

countryside of Aleppo and Idlib.  

On 23 February 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a camp for displaced refugees in Hawija al-

Buomar in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor, killing 6 people, injuring others and setting several tens 

on fire.  

On 15 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in Luf 

village in the countryside of Idlib, killing 4 people from one family including a child.  

 

Airing the picture of the drowned Syrian Kurdish toddler Alan on 3/9/2015 transferred the Syrian 

refugee crisis to an international affair 

On 2 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted a group of people displaced from the town of Kafr 

Shams in the countryside of Daraa on the road between Kafr Shams and Aqraba in the countryside 

of Daraa, killing 9 of them including 2 children and a woman.        

On 26 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted a residential building sheltering displaced 

refugees in the al-Laj village in Sahl al-Ruj in the countryside of Idlib, killing 8 people.  

On 26 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in the centre of 

Darkoush in the countryside of Idlib, killing 3 people and injuring others. 
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On 2 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the elementary school in Kafr Ameem village 

which was sheltering displaced refugees in Kafr Ameem village in the countryside of Idlib, killing 

one person and injuring others. 

On 11 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in al-Mawzara 

village in Jabal al-Zawiya in the countryside of Idlib, injuring 7 people all of whom were displaced 

from Sahl al-Ghaab and were residing in the school. 

On 16 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched thermobaric rockets at a congregation of displaced 

refugees in Kafr Aweed village in the countryside of Idlib, killing a minimum of 30 people and 

injuring dozens others, most of whom were displaced refugees from Sahl al-Ghaab. 

On 25 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted a congregation of displaced refugees in the town 

of al-Daman in the southern countryside of Aleppo, killing 7 people and injuring 20 others. 

On 3 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in Ihras 

village in the countryside of Idlib, killing a minimum of 6 people and injuring others. 

On 5 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in the town of 

Tarmala in the countryside of Idlib, injuring many of them. 

On 14 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in Mishmishan 

village in the countryside of Idlib, injuring 7 children. 

On 23 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched a surface to surface missile at Daraa camp for 

Palestinian refugees in Daraa, killing 4 people; a woman and 3 children.  

On 23 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs at congregations of displaced 

refugees in al-Ghariyah al-Gharbiyah in the countryside of Daraa killing 15 of them. 

On 8 August 2015, nine-month-old Yusuf Haj Huran died from meningitis in Iman camp for 

displaced refugees near Shamareen village in the northern countryside of Aleppo. This was the 

first case of meningitis in Aleppo which saw high temperatures at the time and suffered from the lack 

of medical care, especially in these camps.  

On 11 August 2015, the International Coalition’s war planes targeted an office belonging to the armed 

opposition brigades near Atma camp for displaced refugees in the countryside of Idlib, killing 20 

people 11 of whom were displaced refugees, and injuring 20 others.  

On 13 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees from Hama 

in al-Mawzara village in Jabal al-Zawiya in the countryside of Idlib, killing 5 of them.  

On 17 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in Balshun 

village in the countryside of Idlib, injuring many of them.  
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On 9 October 2015, Russian multiple rocket launchers struck a camp for displaced refugees from 

Hama in al-Naqeer in the countryside of Idlib with cluster warheads killing 5 of them. 

On 13 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in the town 

of Ain Laruz in the countryside of Idlib, injuring a number of them.  

On 13 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted a poultry farm that was sheltering displaced 

refugees in the town of Tahtaya in the countryside of Idlib, killing 3 of them.  

On 13 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in the town 

of Ain Laruz in the countryside of Idlib, injuring a number of them.  

On 15 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted a shelter for displaced refugees in the town of al-

Ghanto in the countryside of Homs, killing 48 people.  

On 19 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in the town 

of Ayyash in the western countryside of Deir ez-Zor, killing 4 of them.  

On 20 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted a camp for displaced refugees in Sinjar in the 

countryside of Idlib, injuring a number of them.  

On 21 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted a school sheltering displaced refugees in Rasm al-

Hamam village in the eastern countryside of Hama, killing 3 of them.  

On 22 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a school in Ma’rata village in the countryside of 

Idlib in which displaced refugees from Sahl al-Ghaab in the countryside of Hama were staying, 

injuring 7 of them.  

On 9 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a camp for displaced refugees in the countryside 

of Latakia along the Turkish borders, killing 6 of people who were displaced from Marana village in 

the countryside of Hama.  

On 28 November 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a congregation of 

displaced refugees in the town of al-Za’faraniya in the countryside of Homs, killing 5 people who 

were displaced form Teir Maalah in the northern countryside of Homs and injuring others.  

On 28 December 2015, Russian war planes struck a residential area in Tal Rifat in the countryside of 

Aleppo with thermobaric rockets, killing 12 people and injuring dozens others, most of whom were 

displaced from other areas in the countryside of Aleppo which are witnessing clashes with ISIS.  

On 30 December 2015, Russian war planes raided Abdeen camp for displaced refugees in the 

southern countryside of Idlib twice, killing 3 and injuring more than 20 others. The regime’s 

helicopters had committed a massacre in the camp on 29 October 2014 in which 63 people were killed.  
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Violations committed against refugees in receiving countries 

On 7 January 2015, five Syrian refugees in Lebanon died from the snowy weather conditions, 

including two girls one of which was a baby in Wadi Hameed camp next to Arsal, as the Lebanese 

Army denied them entry into the shelter points in the camp. In addition, rain and stream waters 

flooded the tents in the refugee camps in the towns of al-Sheikh Abbas and Summaqiya in Akkar, 

northern Lebanon. 

On 9 January 2015, a child and his grandmother suffocated to death in al-Zaatari in Jordan from an 

asphxiant gas from their heater while the other 3 members of their family suffered from suffocation 

and were aided.  

On 2 March 2015, Turkish medical sources announced the spread of leishmaniosis among Syrian 

children in Adana camp in Turkey.  

 

Refugees, mostly Syrians on the Greek – Macedonian borders 1/9/2015 

On 2 March 2015, a mobile home caught fire in Zaatari camp for Syrian refugees in Jordan, causing 

the death of a Syrian family consisting of a couple and their 2 children.  

On 16 March 2015, two Syrian refugee children died in the Lebanese capital Beirut, after a fire broke 

out in the room they lived in.  

On 13 March 2015, a fire broke out in one of the tents in Minyeh camp for Syrian refugees in Akkar in 

Lebanon, injuring several people.  

On 19 April 2015, a boat which set off from Libya carrying around 750 illegal immigrants sank in the 

coast of Italy, killing 700 people, dozens of whom were Syrian refugees.  
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On 30 April 2015, around 300 Syrian refugees in Derik refugee camp west of Mardin in Turkey 

suffered from food poisoning after being received ready-made chicken meals.  

On 9 May 2015, the Lebanese Army raided one of the Syrian refugee camps in the town of al-Beera in 

Akkar and detained some of the refugees and removed some of their tents. 

On 16 May 2015, the Lebanese Army raided Alawda and Bar Elias refugee camps for Syrian refugees 

in Western Beqaa where approximately 1.000 Syrian refugees reside. They also detained around 100 

young men; 70 of whom were later released while the others were taken to an unknown destination. 

They also confiscated a minimum of 40 motorbikes. 

On 1 June 2015, a fire broke out in Al-Jirahiya camp for Syrian refugees in Beqaa Valley in Lebanon, 

burning a minimum of 5 tents and killing 5 refugees. 

On 4 June 2015, a fire broke out in a Syrian refugee camp in Minyeh in northern Lebanon, burning a 

number of tents.  

On 9 June 2015, a fire broke out in a Syrian refugee camp in Ta’meer in Ain al-Hilweh in Saida in 

Lebanon, burning around 30 tents.  

On 26 June 2015, a fire broke out in a Syrian refugee camp in Kahramanmaras in Turkey, killing two 

girls and burning a number of tents.  

On 8 July 2015, the Israeli Army raided al-Shahar camp in the northern countryside of al-Quneitra 

near Jubata al-Khashab village and removed the tents set up at the border.  

On 2 August 2015, a sandstorm hit Zaatari refugee camp in Mafraq in Jordan, causing dozens of 

suffocation incidents among the refugees.  

On 17 August 2015, a Syrian girl was killed and 9 others were injured when the Turkish Gendarmerie 

raided a sit-in in Derik camp in Mardin in Turkey. The sit-in was organised to protest against the 

long durations of detention the refugees were kept for and the lack of information given to them 

regarding their situation.  

On 21 August 2015, the Macedonian police used teargas and batons to prevent thousands of refugees 

arriving from Greece, mostly Syrians, form entering into Macedonia at the Macedonian-Greek 

borders.  

On 27 August 2015, the bodies of 71 illegal immigrants were found in a refrigerated truck that was 

abandoned on a motorway in Austria near the Hungarian-Slovakian borders. The bodies consisted 

of 59 men, 8 women and 4 children. The Austrian police stated that the majority of them were Syrians.  

On 3 September 2015, a picture was widely shared of Syrian toddler Alan Kurdi who drowned at the 

beach of Bodrum in Turkey in an attempt by his family to sail in a small boat to Greece. He was 

buried in Kobani on 4 September 2015.   
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On 13 September 2015, a security unit from Saida police station in Lebanon demolished 8 pre-made 

houses in which Syrian refugee families were residing near al-Madina al-Sina’iya al-Ula at the 

southern entrance of Saida. According to the union of relief associations in Saida, the demolition was 

not based on the same conditions as other cases of demolition. These pre-made houses are placed in 

private land and refugees have lived in them for long periods.  

 

Snowfall in Lebanon early January 2015 led to numerous causalities including fatalities 

On 19 October 2015, the Lebanese Army struck a Syrian refugee camp in Wadi Hameed at the 

outskirts of the town of Arsal with artillery shells, killing 5 refugees. 

On 26 October 2015, a low pressure depression in the region caused refugee tents in Lebanon and 

Turkey to flood and overflow. The rise in water levels flooded the congregations of tents in Arsal in 

Lebanon and large areas of Atma camp in Turkey.  

On 6 November 2015, the Lebanese Army closed off the only point between the town of Arsal, 

Jarudha and Jarud al-Qalamoun with an earthy barrier, placing more than 15.000 refugees living in 

Jarud behind the barrier and denying them access to any living necessities. The Army also opened fire 

at a group of refugees, killing 3 women.  

On 9 November 2015 the Syrian Air Force targeted Obeen camp for displaced refugees in the 

northern countryside of Latakia with cluster bombs, killing 3 of its residents and injuring others. 
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On 15 November 2015, the regime’s forces launched a rocket carrying cluster shells at a displaced 

refugee camp in the northern countryside of Latakia, killing 6 of its residents.    

On 21 November 2015, a fire broke out from an electrical fault in a refugee camp in the town of Gaza 

al-Mansoura in Western Beqaa in Lebanon, burning many tents. No casualties were reported.  

On 21 November 2015, unknown armed gunmen threw two hand grenades at Yabroud camp for 

displaced refugees in the town of Arsal in Lebanon, injuring a mother and her child.   

On 8 December 2015, UNHCR declared that the number of Syrian refugees stuck at the Jordanian-

Syrian borders has increased significantly since last November, jumping from 4.000 refugees to a 

staggering 12.000 refugees. 

On the same day, HRW published satellite pictures showing the huge congregations of refugees stuck 

at the Syrian-Jordanian borders as Jordanian authorities have denied them entry into Jordan. 

On 28 December 2015, Russian war planes launched thermobaric bombs at a residential area in Tal 

Rifat in the countryside of Aleppo, killing 12 people and injuring dozens; most of whom were 

displaced refugees from areas in the countryside of Aleppo in which clashes with ISIS are taking 

place.  

On 31 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a gathering of displaced refugees in Azaz in the 

countryside of Aleppo, killing 3 of them and a few animals.  

On 31 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Naqeer camp for displaced refugees in al-

Naqeer village in the countryside of Idlib. No casualties or damage were reported.  

On 31 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Abdeen camp for displaced refugees near al-

Sheikh Mustafa village in the countryside of Idlib, killing 2 of its residents and injuring others.  
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Targeting houses of worship and historical sites 

Throughout the year, the Syrian regime focused its attacks on various vital and vibrant locations all 

over Syria, not even sparing houses of worship. For the fifth consecutive year, the regime’s forces 

continued to directly and indirectly target mosques and churches. The Syrian Human Rights 

Committee (SHRC) documented 176 incidents in which mosques were targeted and 6 other 

incidents in which churches were targeted in 2015. 

The main perpetrators responsible for the attacks on mosques were the Syrian Air Force and Russia’s 

air campaign that were responsible for 93% of these attacks, while ISIS was responsible for 3% and  

unidentified parties were responsible for the remaining 

4%. On the other hand, ISIS was responsible for 4 attacks 

on churches while the Syrian regime and its foreign allies 

were responsible for the other 2 attacks.   

The majority of the attacks on mosques were carried out in 

the governorate of Aleppo where 59 attacks took place, 

followed by the governorate of Idlib where 38 attacks took place, then Rif Dimashq where 27 attacks 

took place, then Homs where 16 attacks took place and then Daraa where 9 attacks took place.   

As was the case in previous years, the air raids targeted mosques while worshippers were present or 

leaving, especially during congregational prayer times such as Friday prayers and night prayers in 

Ramadan, which indicates the intent to cause as much damage as possible to houses of worship and 

as much harm as possible to the civilians attending. 

Furthermore, six car bombs were detonated around mosques this year; five of which exploded while 

worshippers were leaving the mosque and the sixth exploded unintentionally whilst members of ISIS 

were preparing it to send it elsewhere. The most notable of these explosions took place on 23 June 

2015 in front of Baydar al-Sultani mosque in al-Tall in Rif Dimashq while attendees were leaving the 

mosque after completing the night prayers in Ramadan, killing 13 of them.      

Furthermore, for the first time since the beginning of the conflict, a suicide bomber blew himself up in 

a mosque whilst civilians and armed individuals were preparing their meal to break their fast during 

Ramadan in Najeeb Salem mosque in Areehah in the countryside of Idlib, killing 25 people. 

In addition, the regime’s forces and its foreign allies continued their attacks on historical and 

archaeological sites in Syria, both directly and indirectly through using weapons with indiscriminate 

effects around these sites. They also continued to use these sites as military bases. These forces were 

the main perpetrators behind 15 attacks on historical and archaeological sites, i.e. 64% of the attacks 

documented by SHRC.  

Syrian and Russian Air Forces 

were responsible for 93% of 

attacks on mosques in 2015 
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Moreover, ISIS had a major role in the attacks on historical and archaeological sites; directly attacking 

them based on its interpretation of religious texts rather than for military purposes. Throughout 2015, 

ISIS was responsible for destroying 7 archaeological sites in Syria, especially in Tadmur (also known 

as Palmyra) in the countryside of Homs which it gained control over on 20 May 2015. 

Unlike all other parties involved in targeting historical and archaeological sites in Syria, ISIS films its 

attacks and shares them via high quality videos on its various websites as propaganda. 

In addition to destroying a large number of them this year, ISIS also used archaeological sites as 

execution sites in its videos. For example, on 4 July 2015, a video was published showing the 

execution of 25 people described as soldiers from the Syrian Armed Forces in the Roman 

amphitheatre in Tadmur. The executions were carried out by 25 children dressed in ISIS uniform 

while hundreds of local residents were sat in the amphitheatre with ISIS members to spectate. In 

addition, on 2 December 2015, a video was published in which 6 children, dressed in ISIS combat 

uniforms, were shown in al-Rahba Castle in al-Mayadin in Deir ez-Zor, carrying firearms and 

searching for shackled prisoners in different parts of the site in order to execute them, in a simulation 

to common video games. And on 2 September 2015, ISIS executed 3 unidentified people in al-Rahba 

Castle by placing them in a cage and throwing them from the top of the castle, killing 2 of them. They 

then took the third who survived to the top of the castle and threw him again, killing him.  

Moreover, the acts of looting and smuggling also continued this year, with different gangs and 

groups actively working on smuggling artefacts and antiques from various museums and 

continuously excavating new sites. For example, on 5 May 2015, the Turkish authorities confiscated 

168 Syrian artefacts in Gaziantep from smugglers who had planned to transport them to Europe and 

sell them there.  

On 30 December 2015, director of the Department of Antiquities in the Jordanian government stated 

that the authorities have confiscated nearly 200 artefacts arriving from Syria since March 2011. 

Many websites and pages dedicated to trading Syrian artefacts have also appeared online this year, 

selling antiques, especially from Syria’s eastern region. 

Furthermore, it is believed that ISIS is systematically carrying out excavations in archaeological sites 

in order to sell their artefacts and antiques. It is also suspected that the explosions carried out by ISIS 

are in fact cover ups for its lootings in those areas, especially for easily transferable antiques. 
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Violations committed against houses of worship 

On 1 January 2015, al-Sayyida Nafisa mosque in Halab al-Jadida in Aleppo was shelled with mortar 

shells believed to have been launched by one of the armed opposition brigades. The attack killed 14 

people and damaged the mosque. 

On 2 January 2015, the regime’s rocket launchers shelled the mosque in al-Bayadha neighbourhood 

in Aleppo, killing 3 people and damaging the mosque. 

On 4 January 2015, a war plane launched a rocket at al-Kabeer mosque in Douma in Rif Dimashq, 

killing 3 people and damaging the mosque. 

On 5 January 2015, ISIS demolished Takiyat al-Rawi in al-Sheikh Yasin neighbourhood in Deir ez-

Zor, because it contained the tomb of Sheikh Ahmed al-Rawi.  

On 8 January 2015, ISIS executed the imam of a mosque in Abu Khweit village in al-Shaddadi in the 

countryside of al-Hasakah, on charges of blasphemy.  

On 17 January 2015, a group of the armed opposition brigades, including members of al-Nusra Front 

and Ahrar ash-Sham, demolished the tomb of Sheikh Mohammed Nabhan in al-Kiltawiya mosque 

in Bab al-Hadeed in Aleppo.  

On 24 January 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Ajjan al-Hadeed mosque in al-Bab in the 

countryside of Aleppo, damaging the mosque.  

On 27 January 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the surroundings of Kansafra 

mosque in the town of Kansafra in the countryside of Idlib, killing 4 people and damaging the 

mosque.  

On 5 February 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Khalil al-Rahman mosque in the town of Haritan 

in the countryside of Aleppo, severely damaging the mosque. 

On 13 February 2015, a car bomb exploded near Fatima al-Zahraa mosque in Harne al-Gharbiyah in 

al-Tall in Rif Dimashq, killing 3 people including a child. The party responsible for the attack 

remains unidentified.     

On 25 February 2015, the regime’s rocket launchers targeted Nabiyullah Hizqeel mosque in Darayya 

in Rif Dimashq, destroying it completely. 

On 27 February 2015, a car bomb exploded in front of al-Salam mosque in the town of al-Nasiriya in 

Rif Dimashq, killing 4 people and damaging the mosque.  

On 27 February 2015, a car bomb exploded in front of Bilal mosque in al-Damir in Rif Dimashq 

while attendees who had completed the congregational Friday prayer were leaving, killing 11 people 

and damaging the mosque.   
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On 12 March 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the surroundings of Asiya mosque in Asiya in the 

town of Haritan in the northern countryside of Aleppo, partially damaging the mosque. 

On 13 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the town of Alma in the countryside of Daraa 

during the congregational Friday prayer, killing 6 people and damaging the mosque.  

On 17 March 2015, the family of Sheikh Fahd al-Zayyat, imam and preacher at al-Qaboun al-Kabeer 

mosque in al-Qaboun in Rif Dimashq, were informed of his death from torture in a security 

detention centre when they recognised his body among the leaked pictures of victims of torture. 

On 20 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a mosque in Mantaf village in the countryside of 

Idlib while attendees who had completed the congregational Friday prayer were leaving, killing 15 

people and damaging the mosque.  

On 27 March 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the mosque in the town of Harasta al-Qantara in 

Rif Dimashq while attendees who had completed the congregational Friday prayer were leaving, 

killing 9 people.  

On 3 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Sheikh Burghul mosque in Idlib, destroying it 

completely.  

On 5 March 2015, ISIS demolished the Virgin Mary Assyrian Church in the town of Tal Nasri in the 

countryside of al-Hasakah, on the day Christians who follow the Gregorian calendar were 

celebrating Easter, destroying the church completely.  

On 6 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Hara al-Janoubiya mosque in the town of Madaya 

in Rif Dimashq, damaging the mosque’s minaret. 

On 7 April 2015, ISIS detonated a car bomb near al-Mustafa mosque in Mare’ in Aleppo, damaging 

the mosque.  

On 8 April the Catholic Armenian Church in al-Tolal neighbourhood in Aleppo was damaged 

when it was hit by a shell. The regime’s forces and the opposition forces exchanged accusations for 

the attack. 

On 10 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the surroundings of al-Illow mosque in ar-Raqqah, 

slightly damaging it.  

On 10 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the surroundings of al-Sharaksa mosque in ar-

Raqqah, slightly damaging it. 

On 12 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the surroundings of al-Kabeer mosque in Binnish in 

the countryside of Idlib, causing substantial damage to the mosque.  
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On 13 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the surroundings of Sukkar mosque in Bustan al-

Qasr neighbourhood in Aleppo, causing substantial damage to the mosque.  

On 13 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Karimiya mosque in Bab Qinnasrin 

neighbourhood in the Ancient City of Aleppo, causing substantial damage to the mosque.  

On 15 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a mosque in al-Sahen village in Sahl al-Ruj in the 

countryside of Idlib, damaging the mosque.  

On 16 April 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the mosque in the town of Marj al-Sultan in eastern 

Ghouta in Rif Dimashq, damaging it.  

On 20 April 2015, ISIS burned Mar Shimun Church in Abu Tina village in the countryside of Tal 

Tamr, western Hasakah. 

On 23 April 2015, members of the “ar-Raqqah is Being Slaughtered Silently” campaign stated that ISIS 

demolished part of ar-Raqqah’s ancient wall to facilitate the access and exit of its trucks into and out 

of Iraq.  

On 24 April 2015, the regime’s forces launched a surface to surface missile at al-Rahman mosque in 

Deir Hafir in the countryside of Aleppo, damaging it.  

On 29 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force struck the National Hospital’s yard in Jayrud in Rif Dimashq 

with two mortar shells whilst worshippers were leaving the city’s mosque after completing the final 

prayer of the day, killing 10 people.  

On 29 April 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Sheikh Kbieah in Deir Hafir in the countryside of 

Aleppo, demolishing it completely.  

On 1 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Firdaws mosque in Sarmin in 

the countryside of Idlib, damaging it.  

On 2 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Akhal mosque in al-Jadida 

neighbourhood in the Ancient City of Aleppo, severely damaging it.  

On 2 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Kabeer mosque in Saraqeb in 

the countryside of Idlib, destroying it completely.  

On 6 May 2015, the regime’s forces blew up the Museum of Popular Traditions in al-Jadida 

neighbourhood in the Ancient City of Aleppo. The reason behind the attack is suspected to lie in its 

strategic location in the clashes with the armed opposition brigades in the area.  

On 6 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the mosque in the town of al-

Sihal in the eastern countryside of Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib, causing it 

substantial damage.  
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On 14 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb on Othman bin Maz’oon mosque 

in Biedeen neighbourhood in Aleppo, destroying various parts of the mosque such as the minbar 

(imam’s platform) and mihrab (niche) and its southern wall.  

On 15 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the mosque in Kafr Aweed in the countryside of 

Idlib just after the congregational Friday prayer, killing 12 attendees and slightly damaging the 

mosque.  

On 19 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched three thermobaric rockets at al-Rawda mosque in the 

town of Darkoush near Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib, killing at least 20 people and 

damaging the mosque.  

 

Al-Ansari Mosque in Aleppo was struck by military air force while the congregations saying sunset 

(Maghreb) prayers in the holy month of Ramadan 

On 22 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Qastal al-Harami mosque in Qastal Misht in the 

Ancient City of Aleppo, severely damaging it.  

On 24 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped two barrel bombs on al-Kabeer mosque in Zaytan 

village in Aleppo, causing it substantial damage.  

On 25 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the surroundings of a mosque in al-Sakhna in the 

countryside of Homs, damaging it.  

On 27 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a mosque in Tadmur in the countryside of Homs, 

damaging it.  
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On 27 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the mosque in the town of al-

Taman’a in the countryside of Idlib, damaging it.   

On 29 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Hamza bin Abdul Muttalib 

mosque in Andan in the countryside of Aleppo, damaging it.  

On 30 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Abu Bakr mosque in al-Shaddadi in the countryside 

of al-Hasakah, destroying it completely.  

On 30 May 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Rahman mosque in Hatla village in the 

countryside of Deir ez-Zor, damaging it.  

On 31 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Sawas mosque in Jubb al-

Qubbeh neighbourhood in Aleppo, damaging it.  

On 31 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a mosque in the town of Atshan 

in the countryside of Hama, severely damaging it.  

On 1 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a mosque in Saraqeb in the countryside of Idlib, 

damaging it.  

On 2 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted al-Kabeer mosque in the town of Abu Dhur in the 

countryside of Idlib, damaging it.  

On 6 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted a mosque in Tal Rifat in the countryside of 

Aleppo, damaging it. 

On 7 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted al-Kayyal mosque in Maarrat al-Nouman in the 

countryside of Idlib, damaging it.  

On 7 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a mosque in Mashun village in the countryside of 

Idlib, damaging it.     

On 8 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Kabeer mosque in the town of 

Ihsim in the countryside of Idlib, damaging it.  

On 10 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Darwishiya mosque in al-

Firdaws neighbourhood in Aleppo, damaging it and injuring a number of children studying inside.  

On 11 June 2015, the regime’s forces targeted al-Mutaqeen mosque in Masakin Hanano 

neighbourhood in Aleppo, damaging it. The mosque had already been closed for two years due to 

the severe damaged caused by previous air strikes.  

On 15 June 2015, a shell fell on al-Rahman mosque in al-Sabeel neighbourhood in Aleppo which is 

under the control of the regime, killing 7 people and damaging the mosque.  
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On 16 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the surroundings of a mosque in the town of al-

Ghariyah al-Sharqiyah in the countryside of Daraa, killing 24 people.  

On 16 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a mosque in al-Bashiriya village 

in Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside of Idlib, damaging it.  

On 18 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a mosque in the town of Um 

Walad in the countryside of Daraa, severely damaging it.  

On 22 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Saad al-Ansari mosque in al-

Ansari neighbourhood in Aleppo whilst attendees were praying in congregation in Ramadan, killing 

16 of them and severely damaging the mosque. 

On 22 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Ammar bin Yasser mosque in Dhahiyat Kafr Hamra 

in the countryside of Aleppo during the congregational night prayers in Ramadan, damaging its 

minaret.  

On 23 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Wastani mosque in the town 

of al-Habeet in the countryside of Idlib, damaging it. 

On 23 June 2015, a car bomb exploded in front of Baydar al-Sultani mosque in al-Tall in Rif 

Dimashq while attendees were leaving after they had completed the night prayers in Ramadan, 

killing 13 of them.  

On 26 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped naval mines on Balyun village mosque in the 

countryside of Idlib, damaging it.  

On 29 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the only church in Tadmur in the countryside of 

Homs which is under the control of ISIS, causing it substantial damage.  

On 30 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a mosque in Shanan village in the countryside of 

Idlib, damaging it.  

On 1 July 2015, the regime’s forces struck al-Sheikh Abdul Aziz Abazeed mosque in Daraa al-

Mahata in Daraa with mortar shells, causing its minaret to fall. 

On 3 July 2015, a bomb exploded in al-Kabir mosque in al-Tall in al-Qalamoun al-Gharbi in Rif 

Dimashq during the Friday congregational prayer, killing its imam Sheikh Sulieman al-Afandi and 

damaging the mosque.  

On 3 July 2015, a suicide bomber blew himself up in Najeeb Salem mosque in Areehah in the 

countryside of Idlib whilst attendees were preparing their meal to break their fast during Ramadan, 

killing 25 people and damaging the mosque.  
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On 5 July 2015, the regime’s forces struck al-Huriyya mosque in al-Huweiz village in Sahl al-Ghaab 

in the countryside of Hama with artillery shells, partially damaging it.  

On 6 July 2015, an explosive device was found in al-Kabeer mosque in al-Tall in Rif Dimashq, 

which was successfully dismantled without detonating. In a previous incident which took place on 3 

July 2015, an explosive device detonated in the mosque during the congregational Friday prayer, 

killing the imam. The parties responsible for planting both devices remain unidentified.  

On 7 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Uwais al-Qarni mosque in Maarrat 

al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib, damaging it.  

On 7 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Othman bin Affan mosque in al-

Maadi neighbourhood in Aleppo, damaging it.  

On 8 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a mosque in Mar’iyan village in 

the countryside of Idlib, damaging it. 

 

Al-jesr Mosque, the oldest mosque in Al-Zabadani (Rif Dimashq) was targeted on 8/8/2015 

On 8 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Hasan bin Ali mosque in al-Ma’liya neighbourhood 

in Al-Maqilibiya in Rif Dimashq, damaging its minaret.    

On 8 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the areas next to Ibad al-Rahman 

mosque in al-Hilwaniya neighbourhood in Aleppo, killing 25 people and damaging the mosque. 

On 12 July 2015, the regime’s forces destroyed a tunnel near the Citadel of Aleppo in Aleppo, 

damaging parts of al-Hamwi mosque nearby.  
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On 13 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on a mosque in Haas village in the 

countryside of Idlib, damaging it.  

On 13 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Othman bin Affan mosque in 

Bosra al-Sham in the countryside of Daraa, damaging it.  

On 13 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on Amr mosque in al-Bab in the 

countryside of Aleppo, damaging it.  

On 13 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted al-Hussein mosque in the Daraa Palestinian 

refugee camp in Daraa, damaging it.  

On 13 July 2015, the regime’s forces struck al-Omari mosque in Jobar neighbourhood in Damascus 

with mortar shells, demolishing its minaret and damaging the building.  

On 14 July 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the mosque in Arnaba village in the countryside of 

Idlib, damaging it.  

On 14 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the mosque in the town of al-Sharia in the 

countryside of Hama, damaging it.  

On 15 July 2015, a car bomb exploded in Yani Yaban village in the eastern countryside of Aleppo 

whilst ISIS were planting the explosives in the car. The explosion damaged the mosque.  

On 17 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped two explosive containers on the surroundings of al-

Kabeer mosque in al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo, whilst attendees were leaving the 

congregational Eid prayer, killing 5 of them, injuring 11 others and partially damaging the mosque.  

On 19 July 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the surroundings of al-Shamali mosque in al-Hara 

in the countryside of Daraa. Partially damaging the mosque.  

On 25 July 2015, the regime’s forces targeted al-Sahabi Abu Bakr as-Siddiq mosque in al-Teeba in 

western Ghouta in Rif Dimashq, destroying it completely.  

On 25 July 2015, a shell fell on the minaret of al-Bashir mosque in Jam’iah al-Zahraa neighbourhood 

in Aleppo, destroying it. The source of the shelling remains unidentified.  

On 8 August 2015, the regime’s forces and its allied militias targeted al-Jisr mosque, which is the 

oldest mosque in the city, in al-Zabadani in Rif Dimashq, damaging it. 

On 12 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Kabeer mosque in Kafr Batna in Rif Dimashq, 

damaging it.  

On 15 August 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the surroundings of the town 

of Baseemah in Rif Dimashq, damaging it.  
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On 16 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a mosque in Sahl al-Ruj in the countryside of 

Idlib, damaging it. 

On 17 August 2015, a mortar shell from an unidentified source fell on the Evangelical Church in Bab 

Tuma neighbourhood in Damascus, damaging it.  

On 17 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Sheikh Burghul mosque in Idlib, damaging it.  

On 20 August 2015, ISIS destroyed the Monastery of St. Elian in al-Qaryatayn in the countryside of 

Homs. The Syriac monastery was built in the 5th century.  

On 22 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a mosque in al-Baara village in the countryside of 

Idlib, slightly damaging it.  

On 22 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Arbin’s al-Kabeer mosque in Arbin in Rif 

Dimashq, damaging it.  

On 28 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Mustafa mosque in Darayya in Rif Dimashq, 

partially damaging it.  

On 30 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Sahaba mosque in Saqba in Rif Dimashq, 

severely damaging it.  

On 30 August 2015, ISIS demolished parts of al-Fawwaz mosque in the middle of Tal Abyad street 

in ar-Raqqah stating that it needed restoration.  

On 4 September 2015, the regime’s artillery shelled the mosque in Maarrat Misrin in the countryside 

of Idlib, damaging it.  

On 11 September 2015, the regime’s forces launched a surface to surface missile at Haseeba mosque 

in Douma in Rif Dimashq, destroying it completely.  

On 14 September 2015, the regime’s forces targeted al-Huriyya mosque in al-Huweiz village in Sahl 

al-Ghaab in the countryside of Hama with artillery shells, severely damaging it. 

On 17 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Jilani mosque in al-Saliheen neighbourhood 

in Aleppo, severely damaging it.  

On 17 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched a surface to surface missile at al-Sabhan 

mosque, damaging it.  

On 19 September 2015, the regime’s artillery targeted al-Janoubi mosque in the town of Madaya in 

Rif Dimashq, destroying its minaret.  

On 21 September 2015, many shells, launched form an unknown source, fell on al-Maydan mosque in 

al-Maydan neighbourhood which is under the control of the regime in Aleppo, killing 6 people.  



The 14th annual report on Human rights in Syria 

  168 

On 25 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force launched a thermobaric rocket at a mosque in the town 

of Kafr Hamra in the countryside of Aleppo during the congregational Friday prayer, damaging it.  

On 25 September 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Maydani mosque in al-

al-Almoji neighbourhood in Aleppo, destroying it completely.  

 

The mosque of Kafr Owayyed in Idlib countryside was struck by military air force soon after Friday 

prayers on 15/6/2015. 15 worshippers were killed 

On 1 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted Omar bin al-Khattab mosque in Jisr al-Shughur in 

the countryside of Idlib, killing one person and severely damaging the mosque.  

On 2 October 2015, Sharia bodies in various regions in the northern countryside of Homs declared 

the cancelation of the congregational Friday prayer on that day in order to prevent people from 

gathering in one location amidst the intensive shelling carried out by Russian war planes on the 

towns and villages in the area.  

On 4 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Skeif mosque in Jisr al-Shughur in the countryside 

of Idlib, partially damaging it.  

On 5 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Shuhada mosque in al-Hamidiya 

neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor, partially damaging it.  

On 10 October 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted Omar bin al-Khattab mosque in Nahiyat al-

Taman’a in the southern countryside of Idlib, causing substantial damage to the mosque.  
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On 14 October 2015, the regime’s struck a mosque in Douma in Rif Dimashq with artillery shells, 

causing it substantial damage.  

On 15 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Nour mosque in Teir Maalah village in the 

countryside of Homs, severely damaging it.  

On 17 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the surroundings of al-Nour mosque in Teir 

Maalah village in the countryside of Homs, severely damaging it.  

On 18 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Sahabi Omar bin al-Khattab mosque in al-

Ghanto village in the countryside of Homs, partially damaging it.  

On 20 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the surroundings of al-Kabir mosque in Zaytan 

village in the countryside of Aleppo, causing it substantial damage.  

On 22 October 2015, ISIS demolished the minbar (platform for the imam) in Omar bin al-Khattab 

mosque in al-Bukamal in the countryside of Deir ez-Zor, on charges that is not Sharia compliant.  

On 23 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Ubied mosque in the town Masraba in Rif 

Dimashq, severely damaging it.  

On 24 October 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped naval mines at Nahiyat al-Taman’a mosque in 

the southern countryside of Aleppo, causing it substantial damage.  

On 26 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the surroundings of a mosque in the town of al-

Ghanto in the countryside of Homs while attendees were leaving at noon, killing 7 of them.  

On 27 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the mosque in the town of Hayyan in the 

countryside of Aleppo, destroying it completely. 

On 28 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Khyata mosque in al-Firdaws neighbourhood in 

Aleppo, severely damaging it. 

On 30 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Mazra’a mosque in Maskanah in the 

countryside of Aleppo, slightly damaging it.  

On 30 October 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a mosque in al-Bab in the countryside of Aleppo, 

which is under the control of ISIS, severely targeting it.  

On 30 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted a gathering of people who were heading to read the 

congregational Friday prayer in Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib, killing 7 people.  

On 31 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted a mosque in the town of Teir Maalah in the 

countryside of Homs, damaging it.  

On 3 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted Skeik mosque in the town of Skeik in the 

southern countryside of Idlib, severely damaging it.  



The 14th annual report on Human rights in Syria 

  170 

On 3 November 2015, the regime’s forces targeted Suhaib mosque in Bani Zaid neighbourhood in 

Aleppo with rocket launchers, demolishing its minaret and severely damaging its building.  

On 5 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted the surroundings of Omar bin al-Khattab mosque 

in al-Bukamal in Deir ez-Zor, severely damaging it.  

On 7 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Omar bin al-Khattab mosque in the town of 

Kafr Naha in the countryside of Aleppo, severely damaging its furniture and destroying part of its 

walls.  

On 14 November 2015, the regime’s forces struck al-Sharqi mosque in the town of al-Ghariyah al-

Gharbiyah in the countryside of Daraa with artillery shells, severely damaging it.   

On 14 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted a mosque in Ain Tarma in Rif Dimashq, 

damaging it. 

On 18 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted Kashkarah mosque in Jisr al-Shughur in the 

countryside of Idlib, severely damaging it.   

On 20 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Quds mosque in al-Mayadin in the 

countryside of Deir ez-Zor, severely damaging it.  

On 22 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the surroundings of al-Eman mosque in 

Tadmur in the countryside of Homs, severely damaging it. 

On 23 November 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on al-Mustafa mosque in 

Darayya in Rif Dimashq, severely damaging the mosque.  

On 24 November 2015, domestically made rocket shells fell on al-Rawda mosque in al-Mokambo 

neighbourhood in Aleppo, which is under the control of the regime, severely damaging its entrance.  

On 26 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted the mosque in al-Ghasbiya village in the 

northern countryside of Homs, severely damaging it.  

On 26 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted a mosque in Maarrat al-Nouman in the 

countryside of Idlib, slightly damaging it.  

On 29 November 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the surroundings of al-Eman mosque in 

Tadmur in the countryside of Homs, severely damaging it.  

On 29 November 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the surroundings of a mosque in Khirbat al-

Zawiya in the southern countryside of Aleppo, slightly damaging it.  

On 7 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the surroundings of a mosque in the town of Kafr 

Hamra in the countryside of Aleppo, killing 7 people and slightly damaging the mosque.  
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On 11 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Sheikh Yasin mosque in the town of al-Najiya 

in the countryside of Idlib whilst attendees were leaving, injuring a number of them.  

On 14 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Zawiya mosque in Saraqeb in the countryside 

of Idlib with incendiary bombs, setting it on fire and severely damaging the building.  

On 15 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Omar bin al-Khattab mosque in Jisr al-Shughur 

in the countryside of Idlib, severely damaging it. 

On 17 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Osama bin Zaid mosque in al-Bab in the 

countryside of Aleppo, partially damaging it.  

On 17 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Na’sanai mosque in al-Bab in the countryside 

of Aleppo, causing it substantial damage.  

On 18 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Abu Dhar al-Ghafari mosque in Tadmur in the 

countryside of Homs, causing substantial damage to the mosque.  

On 19 February 2015, Russian war planes targeted al-Saraya mosque in the town of Kansafra in the 

countryside of Idlib, destroying it completely.  

On 20 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a mosque in the town of Kafr Naha in the 

countryside of Aleppo, causing it substantial damage.  

On 22 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted a mosque in Shamran village in the countryside 

of Latakia, causing it substantial damage.  

On 24 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted al-Turkman mosque in Jisr al-Shughur in the 

countryside of Idlib, severely damaging it.  

On 25 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted the surroundings of Batool mosque in al-Zibdiya 

neighbourhood in the countryside of Aleppo, causing it substantial damage.  

On 28 December 2015, Russian war planes targeted Bin Ziyad mosque in the al-Sheikh Maqsud 

neighbourhood in Homs, causing it substantial damage.  

On 30 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the only church in Tadmur in the countryside of 

Homs, SHRC was unable to determine the damage cased to the church.  

On 30 December 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted Omar bin al-Khattab mosque in Tadmur in the 

countryside of Homs. SHRC was unable to determine the damage caused to the mosque.  
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Violations committed against historical and archaeological sites 

On 1 July 2015, an explosion took place at the shrine of Imam Nawawi in Nawa in the countryside 

of Daraa. Imam Nawawi (d. 1277) is one the most prominent figures from the city and is an 

influential Islamic scholar. The explosion occurred in the early hours of the day in very cold weather 

conditions, therefore few people were present and no witnesses saw the attack. No party declared 

responisbilty for the attack.   

On 1 April 2015, the regime’s forces blew up many buildings categorised as World Heritage Sites in 

al-Khammarat street in al-Sayid Ali neighbourhood in the Ancient City of Aleppo. Pro-regime 

media outlets stated that the Armed Forces blew up a tunnel dug by the armed opposition forces 

underneath these buildings.  

On 28 April 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs the ancient Bosra al-Sham Fortress, 

severely damaging its western and southern towers.  

 

ISIS continued targeting archaeological and historical sites on the pretext of violating the Islamic 

Sharia (law). ISIS aired images as part of its propaganda 

On 6 May 2015, the regime’s forces targeted the Museum of Popular Traditions in al-Jadida 

neighbourhood in the Ancient City of Aleppo, in order to hinder the advancement of the armed 

opposition brigades. 

On 17 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on ancient archaeological buildings 

in al-Almoji neighbourhood in the Ancient city of Aleppo, severely damaging them.  
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On 26 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the historical Bab al-Nasr 

neighbourhood in Aleppo, severely damaging it.  

On 31 May 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped a barrel bomb on the ancient al-Sawas mosque in 

Jubb al-Qubbeh neighbourhood in Aleppo, severely damaging it.  

On 13 June 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the ancient area in Tadmur (also known as Palmyra) 

in the countryside of Homs, severely damaging the ancient northern wall, the surroundings of 

Baalshamin Temple and the surroundings of the Roman Amphitheatre.  

On 15 June 2015, the regime’s helicopters targeted the Historical Museum of Khan Murad Basha in 

Maarrat al-Nouman in the countryside of Idlib, damaging the museum and some of its contents.  

On 2 July 2015, ISIS confiscated and demolished ancient statues and ruins in Tadmur in the 

countryside of Homs, which were prepared for smuggling bin Manbaj in the countryside of 

Aleppo.  

 

On 2/7/2015 ISIS aired images of destroying historical monuments, alleging that it confiscated them 

from a gang while managing to smuggle them outside Tadmur 

On 12 July 2015, the regime’s forces blew up a tunnel surrounding the Citadel of Aleppo in the 

Ancient City of Aleppo, causing parts of it walls to collapse.  

On 8 August 2015, the regime’s forces alongside its allied foreign militias targeted the ancient al-Jisr 

mosque in al-Zabadani in Rif Dimashq, causing its ancient minaret to collapse.  

On 8 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the ancient area of al-Qishlah in Maarrat al-

Nouman in the countryside of Idlib, severely damaging it.  

On 16 August 2015, the Syrian Air Force targeted the northern wall of the ancient ruins in Tadmur 

in the countryside of Homs, damaging it.  
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On 18 August 2015, ISIS executed Dr Khaled al-Asaad, the previous head of antiquities in Palmyra in 

the eastern countryside of Homs after detaining him for nearly a month. His body was crucified in a 

public square.  

On 20 August 2015, ISIS destroyed the Monastery of St. Elian in al-Qaryatayn in the countryside of 

Homs. The Syriac monastery was built in the 5th century. 

On 23 August 2015, ISIS used blew up the ancient Baalshamin Temple in Tadmur in the 

countryside of Homs after filling it with explosive devices which demolished it completely and 

damaged some of the ancient columns near it.  

On 25 August 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs at ancient houses in al-Bayadha 

neighbourhood in the Ancient City of Aleppo, severely damaging them.  

On 30 August 2015, ISIS blew up the ancient Temple of Bel in Tadmur in the countryside of Homs. 

The attacked damaged the temple but its structure and columns were intact.  

On 8 September 2015, ISIS used tractors to destroy the Monastery of St. Elian in al-Qaryatayn in the 

countryside of Homs because “other deities other than Allah were worshipped there”.  The Syriac 

monastery was built in the 5th century and the city fell under the control of the city on 5 August 2015.  

On 22 September 2015, the Syrian Air Force dropped barrel bombs on Palmyra Castle in Tadmur in 

the countryside of Homs, damaging its external walls and parts of its internal walls extensively.  

On 1 October 2015, Russian war planes targeted the ancient Byzantine ruins in Serjilla village in the 

countryside of Idlib, destroying them.  

On 4 October 2015, ISIS blew up the ancient Triumphal Arch in Tadmur in the countryside of Homs 

using explosive devices, destroying it. Unlike other similar incidents, ISIS did not state the reasons 

behind the attack nor did it publish videos of its destruction.  

On 26 October 2015, ISIS blew up three columns in the ancient archaeological area in Tadmur in the 

countryside of Homs after shackling 3 detainees inside, killing them and demolishing the columns. 

The identity of the 3 detainees remains unknown.  

On 2 November 2015, Russian war planes targeted Palmyra Castle in Tadmur in the countryside of 

Homs, slightly damaging it.  

On 22 December 2015, the regime’s helicopters dropped barrel bombs on the Roman amphitheatre in 

Bosra al-Sham in the countryside of Daraa, causing its western tower and the columns surrounding 

the peristyle courtyard that overlooks the arena from the west to collapse. The attack also caused a 

deep hole in the ground of the courtyard that overlooks the arena from the west.  

   


