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Introduction 

The year 2013 witnessed a continuation of grave and unprecedented violations committed against the 

Syrian people amidst a similarly shocking and unprecedented silence in the international community since 

the beginning of the revolution in March 2011.  

Throughout the year, massacres were committed on almost a daily basis killing more than 40.000 people 

and injuring 100.000 others at least. In its attacks, the regime used heavy weapons, small arms, cold 

weapons and even internationally prohibited weapons.  

The chemical attack on eastern Ghouta is considered a landmark in the violations committed by the 

regime against civilians; it is also considered a milestone in the 

international community’s response to human rights violations 

in Syria, despite it not being the first attack in which 

internationally prohibited weapons have been used by the 

regime. The international community’s response to the crime 

drew the international public’s attention to the atrocities 

committed by the regime and to the significance of having the 

international community fulfil its duties and commitments 

towards Syria. However, the settlement between the major powers soon led to a decline in this matter as 

the focus shifted towards withdrawing chemical weapons from Syria rather than discussing the party who 

used it and the fact that it was used against civilians. 

The use of barrel bombs was one of the main violations committed this year. The regime used barrel 

bombs heavily, especially in Aleppo, which resulted in a large number of casualties that surpassed those 

resulting from the use of internationally prohibited weapons.  

In addition, the siege laid on various cities, especially Homs and Rif Dimashq, has been one of the silent 

methods used by the regime which have led to a large number of casualties in addition to social, 

environmental and health problems. 

Cases of forced disappearance and arbitrary detention have also continued in various parts of Syria; these 

acts were carried out by the Armed forces, security forces and their affiliated foreign militias. Tens of 

thousands of Syrians have been kidnapped by these forces during incursions into the cities and 

neighbourhoods, on checkpoints or by being called to security centres.  

The conditions in prisons and detention centres remain as poor as they have been for the past years: 

systematic torture, humiliation, mistreatment and dire health and living conditions continued this year 

while new contagious diseases such as tuberculosis and typhoid spread in prisons. 

The spread of diseases inside prisons came at a time in which communicable and contagious diseases, 

which had ended in Syria and in fact have become very rare all around the world, re-emerged. These 

diseases include: poliomyelitis, typhoid, Leishmaniasis and viral hepatitis. The spread of these diseases 

under a suffocating siege and amidst the lack of basic services, such as drinking water, in most of the 

areas which are no longer under the regime’s control has led to a sharp increase in mortality rates, 

especially among children and to a large increase in the civilians’ suffering.  

Moreover, members of the media inside Syria were targeted with unprecedented campaigns in 2013 

which can be described as a sad year for the freedom of press. Both the regime and the Islamic State of 

Iraq and Sham (ISIS) killed 57 journalists and media activists; a number which surpasses the number of 

journalists killed all over the world (excluding Syria) in 2011 and 2012. Both the regime and the ISIS also 

kidnapped and detained another 44 journalists. 

In addition to the violations committed inside Syria, the displacement and refugee crisis continues to 

worsen at unprecedented rates as the total number of refugees is estimated to have reached 5 million 

people, a figure which represents 20% of Syria’s population.   

Throughout the year, massacres 

were committed on almost a daily 

basis killing more than 40.000 

people and injuring 100.000 

others at least. 
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The growing numbers of refugees has led to a decline in the services they are provided with by 

international organisations and host countries due to the shortage in resources and its inability to meet 

demands of the growing numbers of refugees. This has led the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) to call for a record breaking $13 million in aid for Syria in 2013. 

* * * 

The large number of various violations committed by the regime on unprecedented levels has caused 

human rights organisations to focus their efforts on addressing the short-term implications of the 

violations on the one hand and on attempting to document them and reduce their immediate effects on the 

other. However, the long-term dangers which these violations pose create a serious, undocumented and 

invisible threat at a time in which an entire generation of Syrian children is being exposed to little 

education, severe violence, child labour, military involvement, loss of parents and family members and 

on-going chronic diseases and disabilities. 

Naturally, these dangers will not be bound to Syria alone and will affect the entire region. They will also 

create an obstacle in the face of any phases of development or transitional justice which Syria might 

undergo. 

The international community’s response towards these 

violations in previous years, which has not gone beyond a few 

fruitless statements, has been very disappointing and has 

undermined the efforts of human rights organisations in 

spreading the culture of human rights. In addition, it has created 

lack of faith in the International Human Rights System. This 

lack of faith was not only expressed on behalf of laypeople, but 

also on behalf of activists and organisations in the field.  

The Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC), publishing its 

12th annual report: the annual report of the year 2013, calls all 

international organisations to increase their efforts in 

documenting the various violations committed against human rights in Syria. It also calls for exerting all 

means of pressure on the relevant governments in order to reach a solution which takes into account the 

International Human Rights System, which does not help the assailants escape from punishment and 

which establishes justice for the victims. These are the main conditions which need to be met in any 

national reconciliation process for it to succeed.      

The international community’s 

response towards these violations in 

previous years, which has not gone 

beyond a few fruitless statements, 

has been very disappointing and has 

undermined the efforts of human 

rights organisations in spreading the 

culture of human rights. 
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Genocide: daily massacres  

amidst international silence 

For the third consecutive year, massacres in Syria have been committed against civilians using small 

arms, cold weapons and burning in addition to heavy weapons such as aircrafts, Scud missiles and 

WMDs. 

The international community’s lack of action has raised the number of victims and has encouraged the 

Syrian regime and its allies to commit more crimes using various weapons.  

The regime’s massacres were not committed by the Syrian regime alone, as there have been many cases 

recorded which involve large participation of Lebanese forces affiliated to Hezbollah, the Abul Fadel al-

Abbas Iraqi militias, members of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard and African and Russian mercenaries.    

Syrian human rights organisations have recorded the death of 41.650 Syrians in 2013. This number 

excludes members of the Syrian Armed Forces and its other affiliated forces because the Syrian 

authorities refuse to publish any civilian or military losses they 

incur. It also excludes victims who have died of injuries, 

diseases and undernutrition caused by the shelling and 

besiegement of many areas.  

At least one massacre has been committed on a daily basis in 

2013, as has been the case in 2011 and 2012 making it is very 

difficult to document them all. This report will only mention 

some of the main massacres committed using airstrikes, artillery 

shelling, small arms and cold weapons. Massacres committed 

using internationally prohibited weapons and violations 

committed against religious sites, historical sites and the health sector will be mentioned in separate 

sections respectively.   

Below are the some of the main massacres committed and documented in 2013: 

Al-Maliha massacre in Rif Dimashq committed on 2 January 2013: 

This massacre was committed when an airstrike targeted a large number of cars and pedestrians near al-

Nawras petrol station. The burning station and cars increased the death toll to 80 people and hundreds of 

people were inflicted with severe burns. The town suffered from lack of petrol for weeks and the attack 

was launched when petrol finally arrived to the town which was why the station was so busy.   

Al-Qalamoun massacre in Rif Dimashq committed on 4 January 2013: 

The military council in Rif Dimashq reported that an officer from the regime’s 3
rd

 Armoured Division 

executed 250 officers and soldiers in al-Qalamoun in al-Qutayfah after accusing them of cooperating with 

the rebels. It also reported that the executed officers and soldiers were buried in the area following their 

execution.  

The University of Aleppo massacre committed on 15 January 2013:  

On 15 January 2013, eighty seven people, mostly students from the faculty of architecture, were killed 

when an airstrike fired two rockets at their faculty building within minutes.  The official state media 

claimed that the faculty, which is in an area controlled by the regime’s forces, was targeted with mortar 

shells by the armed opposition. However, videos published later show the weapons used for shelling, 

which is a weapon the opposition do not have. 

Adra checkpoint massacre in Rif Dimashq committed on 18 January 2013: 

Members of the Syrian Armed Forces controlling the checkpoint connecting Adra and Mid’a, known as 

the chemistry battalion checkpoint, killed 8 people by close-range shooting. Very little was known about 

the crime.  

The international community’s 

lack of action has raised the 

number of victims and has 

encouraged the Syrian regime and 

its allies to commit more crimes 

using various weapons. 
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 Al-Sanamen massacre in Daraa committed on 10 April 2013:  

Members of the Syrian Armed Forces heavily fired at houses and civilians in the streets of al-Sanamen 

whilst attacking the city, causing the death of at least 114 people. Fifty one others were reported missing. 

This is the fourth massacre that this town has witnessed since the beginning of the revolution.  

 

The Building of the Architecture Faculty in Aleppo University after being hit by an airstrike that 

lead to the death of 90 students on 15/01/2013 

 

Artooz al-Fadel massacre in Rif Dimashq committed on 21 April 2013: 

The Syrian Armed Forces alongside its popular militias committed a massacre in Artooz al-Fadel in 

Qatana, Rif Dimashq after an incursion into the city. Five hundred and sixty six people were killed, 

mostly children and women, by cold weapons and small arms from a close range. This massacre is 

considered one of the worst in Syria since the beginning of the revolution in March 2011. The majority of 

residents in al-Fadel are residents of the Golan Heights who were displaced following its occupation in 

1967.  

Banias massacre committed on 2, 3 and 5 March 2013: 

The Syrian Armed Forces alongside its popular militias led an incursion into al-Bayda village in the 

governorate of Banias, causing the death of at least 70 residents who were killed by small arms and cold 

weapons. Among the victims were women, children and elderly which confirm that the massacre was 

committed on a sectarian basis, especially that the village is a Sunni village in an area inhabited by an 

Alawite minority. On the following day, the forces attacked Ras al-Nab’ neighbourhood in Banias and 

killed approximately 150 people by firing at them, shelling them or executing them with cold weapons.  

Al-A’atla checkpoint massacre in Rif Dimashq committed on 16 May 2013: 

Following the Free Syrian Army’s (FSA) attack on the al-A’atla checkpoint near the entrance of al-

Rayhan town which is affiliated to Douma, the remains of 30 to 50 bodies were found in the farms 

surrounding the checkpoint. It seems that these bodies belong to people who were killed a few months 

prior to the attack and that they were burned after their death. In addition, skeletons of children were 

found among the victims; however the date and method of their death are unknown.  

Kafr Hamra massacre in Aleppo’s countryside committed on 2 June 2013: 

Kafr Hamra, a town in Aleppo’s countryside, was attacked by Scud missiles causing large destruction in 

the town’s buildings, the death of 64 people at least and the injury of dozens others. 
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Al-Maghara in Jisr al-Shughur massacre committed on 4 June 2013: 

Alshaheed Ali al-Khateeb primary school in al-Maghara, a village in the eastern part of Jabal al-Zawiya, 

was shelled consecutively with two Gvozdika artillery missiles by a Syrian army checkpoint at an olive 

press near Mahbal village in the eastern countryside of Jisr al-Shughur. The attack led to the death of at 

least 6 children and the injury of at least ten children. 

 

A Scud Missile launched on Mweleh village in Deir Ez-Zor on 03/03/2013 

 

Rasm al-Nafel massacre in Aleppo’s countryside committed on 22 June 2012: 

The massacre took place in Rasm al-Nafel village, affiliated to the Kahansir area in Aleppo’s southern 

countryside. One hundred and ninety one people have been reported dead there, killed by cold weapons 

and close-range shooting. Dozens of bodies were found thrown in wells and burned. The village is located 

in an area under the control of the pro-regime forces and Lebanese and Iraqi militias. 

Al-Bayda’s second massacre committed on 21 July 2013: 

Less than three months following the first massacre, thirteen bodies were found in al-Bayda in the Banias 

governorate, six of which belong to children and four which belonged to women. The victims were killed 

by direct short-range shooting.  

Al-Sukhnah massacre in Homs committed on 26 July 2013:  

During a large incursion by the Syrian Armed Forces and the foreign militias affiliated to it on al-

Sukhnah in Homs’s countryside, the town was heavily shelled on 25 July 2012 with phosphorous 

weapons and rockets. Thirteen people were killed as a result.  

On 26 July 2013, 17 people were killed by cold weapons on the hands of the foreign militias which 

support the Syrian regime.  

Al-Nayrab massacre in Aleppo committed on 26 July 2013: 

A surface to surface missile attack on the crowded village of Al-Nayrab caused the death of 35 people 

and the injury of dozens.  

Urum al-Kubra/Aleppo’s countryside massacre committed on 26 August 2013: 

On 26 August, five days after the chemical attack on eastern Ghouta, MiG fighters launched an attack on 

Ma’jad Iqra’ school ion Urum al-Kubra, south west Aleppo at approximately 5.00 p.m. when the children 
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were still at school. This led to the death of 38 people, mostly school children and inflicted 100 others 

with severe burns. The victims’ tests have revealed that the burns are a result of the use of napalam, an 

internationally banned incendiary.  

Kafr Ziba massacre in Idlib’s countryside committed on 18 September 2013: 

In the first week of September 2013, the Syrian Armed Forces and its foreign militias led an incursion 

into the village of Kafr Ziba. Two weeks following the incursion, they killed 25 civilians and burned their 

bodies, among them were 11 women and children and 3 elderly. Many bodies were left unburied for more 

than two weeks while three bodies were hung on an electricity pole for more than a week. The residents 

were banned from taking them down.  

Al-Sheikh Hadeed massacre in Hama’s countryside committed on 20 September 2013: 

When the Syrian Armed Forces and its affiliated foreign militias left Karnar, they headed towards al-

Sheikh Hadeed village in the countryside of Hama where it killed 26 people mostly using cold weapons. 

The Forces forced the residents to bury the bodies immediately and banned them from taking pictures or 

videos of them.  

Shanabra massacre inHama’s countryside committed on 10 October 2013:  

On 10 October 2013, the bodies of 11 women were found in the village of Shanabra in Hama’s 

countryside. The women were killed with cold weapons and their bodies were burned. Some testimonies 

stated that the women were burned alive.  

Al-Husayniyya and al-Thiyabiyya massacre committed on 11 October 2013: 

Foreign forces affiliated to Hezbollah and the Abul Fadel al-Abbas brigade committed a horrendous 

massacre in al-Thiyabiyya and the al-Husayniyya Camp in Rif Dimashq following several days of clashes 

with the opposition forces. According to the documented numbers, more than 130 people were executed 

in the town using cold weapons and close-range shooting. Survivors from the massacre mentioned that 

the foreign forces which committed this crime repeated sectarian chants while they were attacking the 

town and committing their crimes. 

 

Members of the Iraqi Militia group Abu Fadl Al-Abbas, who have participated in several 

massacres and human rights violations, which are documented in this annual report. Pictured is 

Abu Ajeeb, their commander. As published in the social media by pro-regime groups. 

 

 

Wadi al-Mawla massacre in Homs’s countryside committed on 15 November 2013: 

The Armed Forces and its affiliated militias led an incursion into the village of Wadi al-Mawla in Homs’s 

countryside near Talkalakh and committed a massacre there. Residents of 16 homes were gathered and 
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shot at. The official Syrian state TV aired videos of the attack and of the village after the attack. It 

claimed that the army was facing members of al-Nusra Front despite the fact that at least half the victims 

were children. 

 

Participants of the Wadi Al-Mawla massacre in Homs, pictured in pro-regime Al-Akhbaria 

channel on the same day. 

Kawkab massacre in Hama’s countryside committed on 16 November 2013: 

The massacre was committed when the Armed Forces alongside its affiliated popular militias attacked the 

village of Kawkab in the southern countryside of Hama, where they burned a number of houses and killed 

ten people with cold weapons.  

Al-Raqqah massacre committed on 28 November 2013: 

A Scud missile which was launched at al-Hal market in al-Raqqah caused the death of 40 people and the 

injury of 200 others.   

Qadi Askar roundabout massacre in Aleppo committed on 28 November 2013: 

The city of Aleppo was attacked with barrel bombs at Qadi Askar roundabout which led to the collapse of 

an entire residential building and the destruction of a large number of cars. This attack killed 17 people at 

least. This attack was the beginning of a large attack on Aleppo using barrel bombs which lasted till the 

end of the year leading to similar massacres on a daily basis. 

Al-Nabk massacre in Rif Dimashq committed on 7, 8 and 10 December 2013: 

Foreign militias fighting alongside the Syrian regime began their attack on Al-Nabk in Rif Dimashq on 10 

November 2013. Since then, the town has been attacked continuously using various heavy weapons 

which killed more than 250 people. In addition to the shelling, these militias committed a number of 

consecutive massacres there.  

On 7 December 2013, around 40 bodies were discovered in al-Fattah neighbourhood northern the city 

where bodies were burned and mutilated. Among the victims were 22 children, 10 women and 3 elderly. 

On 8 December 2013, 7 children and their pregnant mother were killed in the industrial area while on 

they were leaving al-Nabk to Yabrud. Those responsible for their deaths sent them in a car to al-Nabk and 

the circumstances of their death remain unknown.  

On 9 December 2013, residents found the bodies of 19 people on the road connecting Damascus and 

Homs; the circumstances and details of their death remain unknown. It is believed that the regime’s forces 

and their affiliated foreign forces were behind their death however this remains uncertain.  
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On 10 December 2013, twenty one bodies were found in one of the cellars in al-Amin Street in al-Nabk. 

Among them were 9 women and 5 children. The bodies were burned and chopped into pieces.  

Bazza’a massacre in Aleppo’s countryside committed on 7 December 2013: 

On 7 December 2013, helicopters dropped two explosive containers on civilian houses in Bazaa’a which 

caused the destruction of 10 houses at least, the death of 22 people and the injury of 30 others. 

Barrel bombs massacres in Aleppo committed on 15 December 2013: 

The Syrian Air Force targeted a garage of small taxis which transport people between Aleppo’s northern 

and southern countryside. The attack killed 25 people and injured dozens others as it occurred on a busy 

time on a sunny day which followed a few snowy days in which movement had been stopped.  

At the same time, an aircraft dropped a barrel bomb on Ard al-Hamra, which killed 32 people. Ard al-

Hamra had already been targeted with Scud missiles on 23 February 2013, killing 20 people.  

In addition, the Air Force dropped barrel bombs on al-Ansari, Tareeq al-Bab, al-Firdous, Qadi Askar and 

Dahrat Awwad on the same day, killing 150 people collectively.  

Barrel bombs massacres in Aleppo committed on 22 December 2013:  

On 22 December 2013, approximately 100 people were killed as a result of the barrel bombs that the 

Syria Air Force dropped on Aleppo. One barrel was dropped on Hanau highway near al-Haidariyah 

roundabout and four barrels were dropped on the Friday market in al-Ahmadiyyah near the electricity 

company on the highway. The barrels destroyed a tour coach and none of its passengers survived. It also 

destroyed 10 cars and a residential building on the highway. The Air Force also attacked a school in 

Mare’ in Aleppo’s countryside, injuring 40 students at least.  

 

 

Destruction in Aleppo caused by TNT Barrel Bombs in December 2013. Picture credit; Aleppo Info 

Centre 
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Arbitrary detention  

and Enforced Disappearances 

Arbitrary detention is considered among the main violations practised by the regime for more than 35 

years. However, the number of arbitrary detention cases has surged since the beginning of the revolution 

in March 2011 and it is estimated that 200.000 people have been detained since the beginning of the 

revolution till the end September 2013; 80.000 of which have been released after various durations of 

detention. However, these numbers are only estimations and can be very inaccurate. Detainees arrested by 

the Syrian Armed Forces and security forces include women, children, elderly and young people.  

The issue of detention and kidnapping is among the most serious violations committed against the Syrian 

people and is considered more critical than other issues related to the revolution such as the number of 

casualties and refugees. This is due to the lack of accurate information about the victims which in turn has 

legal, political and even social implications. For example, the families of the victims do not have the 

necessary legal and emotional means that enable them to deal with their detained and kidnapped family 

members, unlike families of deceased victims who are able to find their bodies. For example, to this day 

no progress has been made with the victims of forced disappearance in the eighties and thousands of 

families still have no idea about the fate of their family members who disappeared at that time. This 

causes many legal and social complications in issues such as 

marriage and inheritance. 

Despite the seriousness of the issue of forced disappearance in 

Syria, the numbers presented by Syrian and international human 

rights organisations are merely estimates and no accurate 

statistics can be provided due to the large number of on-going 

detentions that have been made since the start of the revolution 

to this day. The average number of detentions has reached a 

several thousand per day on some occasions, which makes it 

difficult for any human rights organisation to calculate and 

follow up and is even more difficult for activists on the ground, 

on whom human rights organisations depend for information.  

Some detainees spend days or months in a detention centre before being released while others are 

executed there without the knowledge of their families and without having their bodies handed to them. 

Therefore, human rights organisations and activists that are making an effort to calculate the numbers of 

detainees need to also calculate the numbers of released detainees and update their lists, which is 

practically very difficult. Furthermore, calculating the numbers of detainees is very difficult even for the 

parties who are carrying out the detentions and executions. This is due to the different parties involved 

and their different references and sources. For example, there are prisons ran by the Armed Forces, by the 

various security forces, by the popular militias, by Hezbollah and by the Iranian Revolutionary Guard and 

these prisons do not coordinate with each other or share the numbers and names of their detainees.         

Furthermore, there have been difficulties in this issue even before the revolution began. The process of 

gathering information and monitoring any violations practised by the regime is considered a crime itself. 

A large number of activists were killed and detained as a result of documenting such violations or 

contacting local and international human rights organisations. Moreover, released detained refuse to give 

any information about the party that detained them or the treatment they were given until they reach a 

safe area in which they cannot be rearrested.  

In 2013, as part of a prisoner exchange deal, the government released about 60 female prisoners in 

exchange for Lebanese fighters detained by an armed group. The last of the female prisoners was released 

on 24 June 2013. In addition, an unspecified number of people and activists have been released while 

unknown numbers of arbitrary detention and forced disappearance continue.  

Despite the seriousness of the 

issue of forced disappearance in 

Syria, the numbers presented by 

Syrian and international human 

rights organisations are merely 

estimates and no accurate 

statistics can be provided 
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The Syrian government continues to use detainees in pre-recorded programmes on official and semi-

official state-owned TV channels. It is believed that the broadcasted testimonies are recorded after 

subjecting detainees to torture and threatening them to harm their families. These detainees were not 

arrested with a warrant and were not legally charged. They were even denied lawyers and the conditions 

of their detention remain unknown.     

Among the interviews aired on the regime’s media channels are interviews with detained children. For 

example, on 5 October 2013, the Syrian satellite channel showed an interview with 13 year old Shabaan 

Abdullah Hamideh who said that he had killed 23 people. On 11 August 2013, the official Syrian news 

channel broadcasted a film about girls who said they carried out sexual affairs with anti-regime fighters. 

The film showed an interview with 15 year old Sara Khaled al-Alu who said that she had carried out 

sexual affairs with the fighters and that she was the female leader of the al-Nusra Front in al-Bukamal. On 

22 September 2013, the same channel aired an interview with 16 year old Rawan Milad Qaddah who said 

that her father used to bring some of the fighters to have sexual affairs with her. Qaddah had been 

kidnapped by the Syrian security forces in November 2012.  

 

Child prisoner Shabaan Abdullah Hamida confesses on pro-regime Al-Akhbaria  

the killing of 23 people 

Similar to previous years, testimonies about the conditions of the prisons and detention centres have 

increasingly continued. These testimonies describe the systematic and brutal torture that the prisoners 

undergo and how prisoners are banned from seeing their families, lawyers or any local or international 

human rights organisations. The living conditions and health conditions inside the prisons are very poor 

and have caused the death of a number of prisoners in 2013 as a result of the cold and the spread of 

diseases.  

In addition, many reports have shown that prison officers and guards have been given the authority to kill 

prisoners; a method that has been practised systematically in Syrian prisons.  

Aleppo’s Central Prison is considered one of the worst detention centres in Syria due to overcrowding, 

poor nutrition and the mistreatment of prisoners. Detention centres and torture centres ran by the security 

branches are equally as bad in terms of prisoners’ mistreatment.  

It is worth mentioning that documenting the violations committed inside Syrian prisons is one of the most 

difficult tasks for human rights activists in Syria because this type of information can only be garnered 
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from the released detainees who prefer not to speak about their experiences till they feel safe or who 

cannot remember the exact details of their detention. Furthermore, details of the violations committed in 

the security branches can only be garnered from the assailants themselves, the victims who have been 

detained and then released or the victims who have witnessed the death of other prisoners whilst in 

detention, which is a very difficult task. 

Below are some examples of detentions committed in 2013 which represent the dozens of thousands of 

victims who have been through detention or forced disappearance and reflect the poor living and health 

conditions and mistreatment the prisoners undergo:  

On 4 February 2013, it was reported that three prisoners were summarily executed in Sednaya prison in 

Damascus.  

On 16 February 2013 activist Omar Aziz, who had been detained in November 2012, died in Harasta 

Military Hospital in Damascus.  

On 1 June 2013, it was reported that 50 prisoners were executed in Aleppo’s Central Prison.  

On 6 July 2013, a number of prisoners in Adra’s female prison began a hunger strike after sending a letter 

to the Chief Prosecutor at the Counterterrorism Court, asking for their cases to be looked into and to be 

presented at the appropriate trials. Members of the air force intelligence raided their prison cells and 

tortured the detainees after their letter was leaked to the press. 

On 15 July 2013, it was reported that 100 prisoners died in Aleppo’s Central Prison within the few 

previous weeks due to the poor health conditions and the spread of diseases such as tuberculosis and 

scabies there.  

On 23 September 2013, the Violations Documentation Centre in Syria (VDC) reported that 30 detainees 

in Adra Prison in Damascus were referred to military field courts on 17 August 2013 while another 30 

prisoners were referred to military field courts on 18 September 2013. The fate of these prisoners remains 

unknown but in most cases, detainees sent to field courts are executed. 

On 3 October 2013, it was reported that 2 prisoners in Aleppo’s Central Prison died after being infected 

with tuberculosis.  

On 10 December 2013, ten prisoners in Aleppo’s Central Prison died because of the cold.  

On 16 December 2013, the family of Dr. Abbas Khan, who had been detained by the authorities since the 

end of 2012, announced that the authorities informed them that he had committed suicide. Khan was 

detained at security branch 285.  

On 22 December 2013, fourteen prisoners in Aleppo’s Central Prison died due to the cold. 

 

British doctor Abbas Khan, reported dead in Syrian prison on 26/12/2013 
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Besiegement: slow-motion genocide  

Since the beginning of the Syrian revolution in March 2011, the Syrian regime has been using 

besiegement as a method of collective punishment against cities revolting against the regime; especially 

that this type of punishment has little influence on the international public opinion, is not very expensive 

and has a large impact on the residents of the besieged cities.  

This method was used since the second month of the revolution when the 4rth Armoured Division in the 

Syrian Army laid a complete siege on Daraa on 4 May 2011. People were banned from entering or exiting 

Daraa and medical supplies, food supplies, electricity, phone lines and water supplies were all cut. The 

siege lasted till the end of the following month and its severity 

has begun to decrease since. 

Daraa’s besiegement at that time was met with large local and 

international attention as it was the first time that this method 

was used by the regime. A campaign led by a number of artists 

known as “milk for Daraa’s babies” was launched.  

More than 25 neighbourhoods and cities, with a total 

population of 1 million people, were completely besieged in 

2013 while other areas were partially besieged. 

Since mid-August till the writing of this report, electricity, 

water supplies and phone lines have been cut off from all areas in Aleppo which are no longer under the 

regime’s control such as Salaheddine district, al-Bab, al-Shaar, al-Maghayer and al-Salihiya. However 

this was not a complete besiegement as the residents were able to reach a few exists which allowed them 

to smuggle some goods in, away from the eyes of the snipers who were besieging them. 

The besiegement of Homs 

Homs remained besieged in 2013 following its besiegement the previous year. Homs’s northern 

countryside was besieged on 25 May 2012, the city of Homs was besieged on 7 June 2013 and Homs’s 

western countryside was besieged on 9 July 2013. This continued in 2013 till the time of the writing of 

this report.  

The besiegement of Homs’s old neighbourhoods is one of the longest periods of collective punishment 

witnessed in Syria during the revolution. Homs’s old neighbourhoods have been damaged the most due to 

their small of number of exits and lack of self-resources (e.g. agricultural resources). The situation is less 

severe in Homs’s western and northern countryside.  

Al-Wa’er (also known as Homs al-Jadeede) is one of the most damaged neighbourhoods in Homs as a 

result of the siege. It is known for its large population which reached 400.000 people before the siege was 

laid.  

Similarly to other besieged areas, electricity, water supplies and phone lines were cut off in addition to 

banning medical supplies, food supplies and other goods. This made life difficult for the residents and 

with time forced a large number of residents to immigrate to other regions. 

  

The besiegement of Rif Dimashq (Rural Damascus): 

The besiegement of Rif Dimashq is considered one of the largest acts of slow-motion genocide committed 

since the Syrian revolution began, due to the large geographical area it covers and the large  number of 

population there. 

Most areas in Rif Dimashq were besieged in 2013 as a continuation of the siege which began in 2012. 

Kafr Batna was besieged on 1 June 2012, Harasta, Douma, Darayya and Muadamiyat al-Sham were 

besieged in November 2012, Yarmouk Camp was besieged on 26 December 2012 and al-Hajar al-Aswad 

and al-Assali were besieged on 15 July 2012. 

More than 25 neighbourhoods 

and cities, with a total population 

of 1 million people, were 

completely besieged in 2013 while 

other areas were partially 

besieged. 



The 12th annual report on human rights in Syria (January 2013 – December 2013) 

 

 - 15 - 

 

The siege on the southern region intensified greatly in the beginning of the holy month of Ramadan in 

2013 (11/7/2013). Checkpoints banned the entrance of any food supplies, after it had allowed small 

amounts in. The siege on eastern Ghouta also intensified on 3 October 2013 as checkpoints banned people 

and food supplies from entering and exiting the entire region. 

Most areas remain besieged till the writing of this report.  

On 28 December 2013, food was allowed into al-Muadamiya that was enough to feed the city’s 

population for one day. This was done after the fighters in city agreed to raise the regime’s flag at the 

highest point in the city for one day on 25 December 2013. 

The siege laid on Rif Dimashq and Homs differs from one place to another depending on two main 

factors. The first is the number of exits available in the area; this affects the severity of the siege and the 

ability to smuggle goods in from other regions. The second is the availability of agricultural resources in 

the region; this helps the residents combat the siege and reduce its impact. For example, agricultural areas 

in Rif Dimashq (such as: al-Maliha, Kafr Nabta, Harasta, Douma, Darayya, al-Buwayda and al-Hujaira) 

were able to fight the siege better than other areas that are completely residential (such as: al-Muadamiya, 

al-Hajar al-Aswad and Arbin). 

 

Water & energy supplies cut off from all areas not under regime control, leading to reliance on 

water from wells. 

The impact on the residents 

A large number of serious violations have been committed against civilians in besieged areas. In most 

cases, the siege causes deaths, disabilities and chronic diseases among residents. The number of these 

cases cannot be accurately determined due to the absence of international organisations which can carry 

out such statistics in addition to the medical teams’ and human rights activists’ lack of equipment and 

tools to do so.  

The Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC) estimates that more than 7.000 people died in 2013 due to 

lack of medicine and ill-nutrition. The death toll includes patients who died from diseases that have 

reappeared in Syria (which will be addressed in a separate section of the report), wounded victims who 
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did not receive the needed treatment, patients who were not able to receive treatment and children who 

did not receive proper nutrition.  

Below are some of the main effects besiegement leaves on the residents of besieged areas: 

 The severe lack of food has led to a dramatic increase in prices in stores when certain goods are 

available in an economic climate in which unemployment rates have reached 80%. 

 Shortages in food, drinking water and medicine have caused diseases to spread, especially 

among children and the elderly. Many deaths have been recorded to have happened as a result 

of ill-nutrition. In addition, many deaths were caused by shortages in medicine and the inability 

to provide patients with the medicine and medical services they need, especially patients 

suffering from renal failure and cancer, and babies and toddlers under 5 years old who did not 

receive any medicine or milk.   

 Medical services are banned from entering the besieged areas which has stopped medical 

institutions inside these areas from functioning due to the severe lack of medical equipment and 

medicine. This has increased the resident’s suffering even in very basic health issues such as 

dental care. 

 The everyday lives of the residents has reached a halt as they need to focus on finding enough 

food, medicine and heating on a daily basis, which ultimately forces them to leave their homes 

and immigrate when safe exits are provided. 

 The besiegement has caused several social problems, preventing residents from contacting their 

families outside the besieged areas. Many families have members stuck outside their areas, 

unable to return to their homes because the siege was laid while they were away. In some cases, 

some residents have not been able to get in touch with their families inside the besieged areas to 

reassure them of their whereabouts. 

  

 Many besieged areas are also shelled during the siege which doubles the suffering of the 

residents there, due to the lack of medical treatment, water and electricity needed to help the 

victims of the shelling. 

 The besiegement has caused serious environmental problems. Waste is not collected and 

sewage networks are targeted and left unrepaired. As a result, waste is piled in the streets, 

which has attracted rodents and insects and has spread diseases and epidemics among the 

residents.  
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Violations committed against  

health and the health sector 

Since the beginning of the revolution in Syria, the Syrian Armed Forces, the security forces, the Shabiha 

and its affiliated foreign and local popular militias have continuously committed systematic violations 

against the health sector. This has increased the suffering of civilians to the extent that mortality rates 

have increased considerably especially among children, pregnant women and the elderly. Rates of 

permanent disabilities and contagious diseases have also increased, including diseases which have been 

eliminated from Syria for years and which no longer exist in other parts of the world.  

Violations committed by the regime against rights to health can be categorised into five main areas: 

 Targeting hospitals, health centres and field hospitals.  

 Using hospitals, health centres and ambulances as military centres.  

 Targeting medical staff such as doctors, nurses and volunteers.  

 Controlling the medical services provided to patients in hospitals and health centres as means of 

torture in addition to demanding medical staff to practise torture.  

 Withholding vaccinations, medicines and drinking water from certain areas and stopping waste 

treatment which has led to the spread of contagious diseases among civilians in areas opposing 

the government.  

 

Aleppo Central Prison witnessed a large number of fatalities due to deteriorating condition in 2013 

The year 2013 has witnessed many incidents in which field hospitals were clearly targeted. The Armed 

Forces alongside its affiliated foreign militias have continuously targeted at least ten hospitals. They have 

also continuously targeted medical staff by killing or detaining them; a policy which has forced many 

doctors and paramedics to flee the country. Those who remained in Syria were prevented from practising 

their jobs as needed.  

The on-going targeting of hospitals and the comprehensive besiegement of areas which oppose the regime 

has prevented hospitals in areas no longer under the regime’s control from practising their jobs. The 

medical machines need repair and hardware which are unavailable. In addition, there is a large shortage 

of medical supplies and drugs, forcing doctors to carry out surgeries on patients without anaesthesia and 

sometimes, without any surgical tools. 
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Furthermore, hospitals and public health centres have been turned into security centres in which the 

security forces interrogate injured patients brought into the hospital. They sometimes abduct patients from 

the operation rooms. Some members of staff who support the regime even torture patients suspected of 

opposing the regime.  

In addition, many hospitals and health centres have been partially or completely used as military sites. 

There have been several incidents in which hospital roofs have been used as sniper positions or as 

meeting points for soldiers and military vehicles. This occurred in the field hospital in al-Qusayr and in 

the Abdelqader al-Shaqfe Military Hospital in Homs. In other cases, such as in the Canadian Hospital in 

Aleppo, hospitals have been transformed into military centres. 

This section will mention the main violations committed against the health sector in Syria in 2013. It will 

also mention the environmental and health impacts, which the siege in specific, has left on the affected 

areas. 

Below are examples of the main violations committed against the health sector and medical staff in Syria 

in 2013:  

On 10 January 2013, Alaa al-Deen Yousef, a Palestinian doctor, was detained by the army at a checkpoint 

at the entrance of Yormouk Camp in Damascus. 

On 22 January 2013, Falasteen Hospital in Yarmouk Camp was attacked with artillery shells by the 

Syrian Army.  

On 3 February 2013, the Syrian Armed Forces detained Mohammad Atfeh, a volunteer in the Syrian Red 

Cross, at a checkpoint in Homs.  

On 7 February 2013, Mohammad Qasem Terawiyye, a Palestinian paramedic, was killed whilst treating 

injured victims of an aircraft shelling near Falasteen Hospital. 

On 9 February 2013, Khamees Aziz, a member of the maintenance team at the Syrian branch of the 

Palestinian Red Crescent, was killed after a sniper shot him while he was on duty.  

On 5 March 2013, the field hospital in Yarmouk Camp in Damascus was shelled by aircrafts leading to a 

number of victims.  

 

Field Hospital in Yarmouk Camp targeted on 05/03/2013 
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On 13 March 2013, al-Nusra Front detained Dr. Othman Hajj Othman after he removed a flag they had 

put on the hospital he runs. Dr. Othman is a member of Aleppo’s administration board which is an elected 

civil body working in areas under the opposition’s control in Aleppo. He was released two after days.  

On 16 March 2013, the Syrian security forces detained Saleem al-Baqdnosi and Fayez Arbash, both 

voluntary paramedics, from a relief centre in Adra in Rif Dimashq. They were both detained while 

treating injured patients. 

On 21 March 2013, al-Rida Hospital was severely damaged after it was targeted with artillery shells.  

On 17 April 2013, armed brigades published videos of Harasta Military Hospital being targeted with 

rockets.  

On 1 May 2013, Dr. Walid al-Shnoor, the director of the National Hospital in Daraa was shot by a sniper 

in his chest and was moved to hospital.  

On 10 May 2013, the field hospital in Tafas in Daraa was shelled by an aircraft.  

On 15 May 2013, the military’s artillery attacked the only field hospital in Halfaya in Hama’s countryside 

causing injuries among most of the medical staff there.  

On 21 May 2013, Yabrud’s National Hospital was shelled with rocket launchers belonging to the Syrian 

Armed Forces.  

On 24 May 2013, two rockets hit a field hospital in Taftanaz destroying it completely.  

On 28 May 2013, the field hospital in Idlib was shelled causing the death of British doctor Dr. Isa 

Abdulrahman. 

In May 2013, the regime’s forces and its affiliated Lebanese militias deployed its members and tanks in 

the National Hospital in al-Qusayr and in the Abdelqader al-Shaqfe Military Hospital in al-Waer in 

Homs.  

 

British Doctor Issa Abdulrahman, killed when a field hospital in Idlib was hit in 28/05/2013 

On 17 June 2013, Dr. Ahmed Nawwaf al-Hassan was killed following the shelling of Yarmouk Camp. 

The same shelling killed Khatun Lafi al-Ahmed who was a paramedic in charge of Dar al-Istishfa medical 

centre in the southern region.  
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On 22 June 2013, a military aircraft dropped vacuum bombs on the field hospital in al-Muhasan in Deir 

ez-Zor, destroying it completely. There were no victims from the medical staff or patients in this event as 

most of them managed to head to a shelter when they heard the raid.  

On 3 August 2013, an air raid targeted the field hospital in Halfaya in Hama.  

On 10 August 2013, the National Hospital in Tafas in Daraa was hit with rockets by the army causing the 

death of a number of medical staff and patients.  

On 14 August 2013, Qutayba al-Sarhan, a member of the medical staff at al-Shaheed Isa Ajaj field 

hospital, was killed whilst evacuating the wounded in Daraa.  

On 16 August 2013, armed men fighting the opposition attacked a Kurdish Red Crescent ambulance in al-

Hasake, killing the patient, driver and paramedic inside.  

On 1 September 2013, Abdelrahamn Salame, an anaesthetist paramedic and nurse at Yarmouk Camp in 

Damascus, was detained.  

On 3 September 2013, Doctors Without Borders (DWB) stated that the body of Syrian surgeon 

Mohammed Abyad, who was working in Aleppo as part of DWB, was found and that the circumstances 

of his death are unknown. 

On 11 September 2013, the field hospital in al-Bab city was shelled killing 11 people, mostly doctors and 

nurses. 

On 18 November 2013, the field hospital in Talmans in Idlib was targeted with rocket launchers, injuring 

several members of the medical staff and nurses.  

On 19 November 2013, a surface to surface rocket fell on al-Waleed Hospital in al-Waer in Homs 

destroying large sections of the hospital, especially the emergency department, and killing 12 people; 8 of 

which were nurses. People who were present at the time attempted to help the victims but the army’s 

snipers who were positioned on the roofs of al-Bir Hospital and Homs’s al-Kabir Hospital fired at them 

and prevented them of doing so.  

On 29 November 2013, an ambulance was abducted in Aleppo which carried a paramedic and two media 

staff. It is believed that they were killed by members of the Islamic State of Iraq and Sham (ISIS).  

On 14 December 2013, the Red Crescent’s Aleppo branch announced that 3 of its volunteers were injured 

whilst returning from a task to fix the water network near al-Hawut roundabout in Aleppo after the 

roundabout was shelled. 

On 16 December 2013, the family of British doctor, Dr. Abbas Khan who was detained by the Syrian 

authorities since the end of 2012, said that the authorities had informed them that their son was killed four 

days prior to the date of his release to the British delegation headed by pro-regime MP George Galloway. 

The Syrian assistant foreign minister said on 18 December 2013 that Khan had committed suicide, but the 

British authorities declined the official version of events and accused the regime of killing Khan. Khan’s 

sister said that the official media office in Syria informed her that it was the Syrian authorities who killed 

her brother.  

On 20 December 2013, the opposition forces were able to take over al-Kindi Hospital in Aleppo. This 

hospital was one of the most significant hospitals in Syria before it stopped functioning in October 2012 

when the army forces took over it and turned it into a military base considering its strategic position that 

is on two main highways.  

The photos and videos taken illustrate the level of damage caused in the hospital by the regime’s forces. 

They had thrown expensive scanning equipment out of the windows in order to provide cover for the 

snipers. They had also used these machines for other purposes such as: storing ammunition, tables for 

food and as ashtrays.  

On 22 December 2013, an assistant pharmacist and an ambulance driver were killed in Aleppo during a 

shelling which targeted Hananu’s residetial buildings in the city. 
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The spread of disease in Syria 

The on-going systematic methods used by the regime such as besiegement and cutting off food and 

medical supplies have escalated the health and environmental problems in areas opposing the regime. 

This, in turn, has led to the appearance of communicable and contagious diseases in these areas, which 

has increased the suffering of civilians and increased the pressure which hospitals and health centres are 

under.  

Below are the main widespread diseases which were documented in 2013. Other diseases also exist but 

only in limited numbers and therefore have not been included in this report. 

A. Leishmaniasis 

Leishmaniasis (also known in Syria as Aleppo’s spot or Baghdad’s spot) is transmitted by a certain 

species of sand fly. It leads to skin sores which can lead to permanent disfiguration and other 

complications depending on the type of bite. It also weakens the immune system. This disease spreads in 

agricultural areas and has no known vaccination. 

The disease reappeared widely in Syria in 2013 due to the pollution caused in several areas of the country. 

Many cities have been polluted due to uncollected waste, sewage networks being completely destroyed 

from the shelling, lack of sanitation campaigns against flies and mosquitos, absence of vaccination 

programmes and lack of medical services. 

The first appearance of the disease was recorded in Deir ez-Zor and then it widely spread to Aleppo, 

Idlib, al-Hasaka, Hama, Daraa and Homs. The total number of infected people recorded this year was 

over 35.000 cases. 

B. Viral hepatitis 

Viral hepatitis is one of the most contagious diseases, especially among children and heavily populated 

areas. Depending on the type, this disease can damage the liver and in some cases cause death. Viral 

hepatitis spread widely in Syria in 2013, especially with the lack of medical services needed to contain it 

and treat infected patients. One of the main reasons behind viral hepatitis spreading so widely is drinking 

water supplies being cut off by the regime’s forces, which has forced residents to use unclean water.  
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A hand infected with Leishmaniasis 

C. Typhoid fever 

Typhoid has reappeared in Syria after its disappearance. The first cases were recorded in Der ez-Zor at 

the end of last year and it widely spread in 2013. In February 2013, the World Health Organisation 

(WHO) recorded 2.500 cases in the governorate of Der ez-Zor alone.  

The seriousness of the disease lies in the fact that it spreads very quickly and that infected patients should 

be completely quarantined in order to contain it. This is near-impossible in overcrowded residential areas 

and camps, especially with the absence of medical treatment and the lack of clean and drinking water.  

By the end of 2013, the disease turned into an epidemic and new record numbers were documented. In a 

field hospital in Latakia’s countryside 762 cases were recorded.  

D. Poliomyelitis 

In addition, poliomyelitis has also reappeared this year even though it was eliminated in Syria in 1998 and 

only exists in three countries around the world. Even though the cases recorded do not exceed a few 

hundred, the disease could turn into a lethal epidemic in Syria and its neighbouring countries, especially 

that areas which are no longer under the regime’s control do not receive the needed vaccination. The 

vaccination is exclusively owned by the Ministry of Health which refuses to distribute it to areas 

controlled by the opposition. International organisations do not provide this vaccination to civil bodies 

because they do not have political and legal legitimacy that allows them to receive it. 

Most cases of poliomyelitis were recorded in the governorate of Der ez-Zor due to its residents depending 

on the Euphrates as a source of drinking water in a time when the river has turned into a dump for 

poisonous waste, especially waste produced from oil refining.        

E. Tuberculosis 

New records of cases involving tuberculosis have been recorded in 2013, mostly in Aleppo. In Aleppo’s 

central prison, a number of prisoners died due to the spread of tuberculosis and lack medical care there. 

On 8 July 2013, twenty prisoners died from the disease and on 2 October 2013, two prisoners died from it 

as well. It is believed that the number of prisoners infected with tuberculosis has reached a several 

hundred. 

In refugee camps in neighbouring countries, a number of cases have also been recorded especially among 

children. On 13 August 2013, the Ministry of Health in Jordan announced that 72 refugees in Zaatari 

Camp were infected with tuberculosis. In that same period, a number of cases were also recorded among 

refugees in Lebanon.   
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The conditions of Syrian refugees 

The issue of displacement and immigration continued to escalate in 2013, as according to the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) the number of Syrian refugees reached 2,350,826 

people by the end of 2013. Among these refugees, 857,780 are in Lebanon, 567,354 are in Jordan, 

557,342 are in Turkey, 210,612 are in Iraq and 131,599 are in Egypt.  

However, numbers recorded by the UNHCR only include refugees registered with UNHCR and do not 

include refugees residing in neighbouring countries without being registered as so, especially those who 

entered those countries illegally. These countries (excluding Egypt from July 2013 onwards) do not 

require visa permits for Syrians to enter. In addition, numbers recorded by the UNHCR do not include 

refugees who immigrated to neighbouring countries in the region or other parts of the world. Therefore, 

the true number of Syrian refugees can be estimated to have reached 5 million people.   

The escalation of this issue has created a social, health and living crisis among the refugees as 

international organisations have failed to meet their needs due to their surge in numbers. On 16 December 

2013, the UNHCR campaigned for collecting a record breaking $13 billion in humanitarian aid for Syria, 

the largest amount it has called for since its establishment in 1945. However, the international response to 

this call was limited, similarly to international aid which has been limited for refugees since the crisis 

began in 2011.  

In addition to the current complications the refugee crisis creates, the consequences of the displacement 

and immigration of Syrians will continue for a number of decades. The UNHRC mentioned in a report 

published on 13 December 2013 that 2.2 million children inside Syria and 500,000 children in refugee 

areas have been forced to quit their education, for the second or third consecutive year. 

Furthermore, Syrian refugees are facing social problems as a result of unemployment, lack of education 

and poor living conditions. For example, cases of domestic violence, sexual violence and exploitation of 

children have emerged, especially with the presence of 1 million children without parents among the 

refugees, as mentioned in a report by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) on 10 October 2013.  

Without a doubt, this will cause social and demographic change in Syria and will establish a crisis which 

will have long term consequences even after the current refugee problem ends. 

The conditions of refugees in host countries 

The conditions of refugees vary depending on the host country they are in and the region they are in 

within that country. They also depend on the social and economic conditions the refugees had enjoyed 

prior to their immigration. For example, the conditions of Syrian refugees in one country can vary 

depending on whether they reside in a camp or in a residential area. In addition, they can vary depending 

on the camp they are in and its residential surroundings. The legal status of the refugees also affects the 

type of treatment they receive.  

According to the UNHCR, the largest number of refugees is in Lebanon. Despite this fact, Lebanon does 

not have any official camps for Syrian refugees. With the growing number of refugees, dozens of small 

camps randomly emerged in different areas of the country. Each refugee registered with the UNHCR in 

Lebanon receives $27 a month while several thousands receive shelter only. 

Syrian students are allowed to enrol in Lebanese state schools for free. However the problem lies in the 

schools’ lack of ability to contain the number of Syrian students. As a result, the Lebanese government 

has opened evening classes in approximately 70 schools in different areas of the country. 

The conditions of Syrian refugees in non-official camps in Lebanon are considered the worst amongst 

Syrian refugees in neighbouring countries. The cold wave which hit the country in December 2013 

caused the death of 2 refugees, while dozens of children became ill due to the cold and the lack of heating 

in the camps they are in. 

In Jordan, the majority of refugees reside in one camp which is Zaatari Camp which was established on 

29 July 2012. They are provided with food, medical and educational services inside the camp. Refugees 
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who reside outside the camp are allowed to enrol their children in state schools and are treated similar to 

Jordanian school children. However, state schools are no longer able to contain the growing number of 

refugees; therefore the UNHRC has decided to use state schools in the evenings to provide evening 

classes. In addition, a Saudi and a Bahraini school have been opened in the Zaatari refugee camp. 

 

Syrian refugees crossing into Iraq in August 2013. According to UNHCR figures there are 210,612 

recorded refugees in Iraq 

The refugees there suffer from a lack of adequate medical services in specific, especially refugees with 

chronic diseases such as renal failure and thalassemia. No deaths have been recorded among the refugees 

in 2013; however the heavy rains which the camp witnessed in the beginning of December 2013 caused 

dozens of tents to drown. 

In addition, Syrian refugees faced a campaign of hatred and incitement by Jordanian MPs, members of 

political parties and online newspapers and websites which are funded by the Syrian government. The 

campaign accused Syrian female refugees of practising prostitution in Jordan; a campaign which occurred 

alongside a similar one in Egypt.  

In Turkey, the number of refugee camps has reached 22 camps with a population of 225,000 refugees. 

The status of refugees in Turkey is considered the best among all the camps in hosting countries. In 

addition, the Turkish government distributes bank vouchers to all refugees which are topped up on a 

monthly basis by the Turkish government. It also provides them with seasonal bonuses such as giving 

them a certain amount of money to buy clothes in the winter or a specific amount of money to buy school 

stationary. This initiative is the first of its kind in the world.  

As for Syrians residing outside the camps in different areas around Turkey, they are estimated to have 

reached 420,000 people whose permits have been extended to allow them to stay and work in Turkey. 

The Turkish government dealt with all the financial fines which have been issued to latecomers.  

The government has also provided Syrians inside and outside the camps with medical services and has 

allowed the construction of approximately 60 schools which teach the amended Syrian curriculum. It also 

supported these schools with stationary and other necessities. In addition, it opened health centres in 

which patients can recuperate until they are completely healed. Syrian doctors have also been permitted to 

practice their profession in these camps despite the fact that Turkish law bans non-Turkish doctors from 

practicing medicine on Turkish lands. 
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Furthermore, the Turkish government has offered scholarships to Syrian university students and has 

permitted students who do not possess their official university documents to continue their studies in six 

universities in southern Turkey.  

No refugee camps exist in Egypt; Syrian refugees live in rented houses there and can afford the basic 

services on their own; either through work or through money transfers they receive from their relatives 

abroad. Those who cannot afford the basic services receive help from some charities which provide them 

with housing units, food, clothes and financial support. However, it is worth mentioning that the work of 

these charities with Syrian refugees has been subjected to severe limitations by the Egyptian government 

following the removal of ex-president Mohammed Morsi.  

 

Al-Zaatari Refugee Camp in Jordan – 23/10/2013 

The previous Egyptian government issued a law which stated that Syrian students are to be treated similar 

to Egyptian students. This law, which has not been amended thus far, has helped Syrian school and 

university students despite the administrative and bureaucratic barriers they are facing as a result of the 

absence of their needed documents. 

Syrian refugees in Egypt faced a vicious campaign ran by the local media since the removal of former 

president Mohammed Morsi. Anti-Morsi movements consider the presence of Syrian refugees a reminder 

of Morsi’s government policies and therefore targeted them after his removal. This type of incitement has 

created social tension towards the refugees and has increased their daily suffering. Furthermore, on 8 July 

2013 a law was introduced which demands Syrians to carry visa permits in order to enter Egypt.  

Tens of thousands of Syrians managed to find their way into other countries in the Gulf and the North 

Africa, while others are still attempting to reach Europe, the US and Canada to apply for political asylum 

there. Thousands of Syrians have also managed to reach some European countries illegally, especially 

through Turkey. Greece, Bulgaria and Italy are the European countries which received the largest 

numbers of Syrian refugees this year. 

In Lebanon and in Turkey in specific, smugglers are active among Syrians seeking a safe place to reside 

and are taking advantage of their situation by asking them for amounts which start from $1,000 to 

$20,000 per person in exchange for a safe entry into EU countries. 

In 2013, approximately 10,000 Syrian refugees arrived in Greece. Most Syrians use Greece as a means to 

enter another European country; however if they are detained in Greece, then EU laws force them to 
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apply for asylum in the first European country they reach, which means they are unable to move from one 

country to another once their fingerprints are taken in Italy. 

According to testimonies collected by SHRC, Syrian refugees in Greece are humiliated and harshly 

mistreated by the Greek police. A number of residential camps have been opened for the refugees that 

arrive there and many violations have been documented in them: such as soldiers guarding the camp 

brutally beating up the refugees, separating children from their parents and attempting to force the 

refugees to return to their country. In many cases, violence has been used against the refugees, including 

children, pregnant women and the elderly in order to keep them away from the coastal areas and land 

borders.  

 

Pregnant Syrian woman saved from an illegal sinking boat close to the Italian shore on 17/09/2013 

The same has occurred in Italy, where detention camps have been established for Syrian refugees. The 

humiliating treatment that the refugees receive by the staff of these camps has also been documented. 

According to testimonies collected by SHRC, Syrian refugees are brutally beaten up, their limbs are 

broken and children are separated from their patents. 

Furthermore, the Italian authorities force the refugees to leave the country to other European countries. 

Italian police officers inform them that they can receive asylum in other European countries, but once the 

refugees arrive there, they are sent back to Italy because their fingerprints had been registered there. 

Despite this inhumane treatment that the refugees receive in Italy, many Syrians attempt to reach Italy by 

sea mainly through Libyan coasts. These attempts have caused the death of many refugees due to 

drowning. On 25 September 2013, a ferry carrying illegal Syrian refugees sank and approximately 700 of 

its passengers were saved. On 11 October 2013, another ferry sank near the Italian coast and 250 people, 

mostly Palestinians coming from Syria, died while 212 were saved. Only 26 bodies were retrieved. Italian 

newspaper L'espresso stated that a naval ship was only miles away from the incident yet it refused to 

respond to the ferry’s calls for help before it drowned and that the Italian Navy failed to fulfil its duty 

towards the victims. 

On 2 December 2013, the Italian Coastal Guard reported that it had saved 120 Syrian refugees after their 

boat drowned and that it managed to save 100 other refugees whose boat drowned on 7 December 2013.  
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The use of internationally prohibited weapons 

Alongside killing civilians with traditional weapons, whether small, heavy or cold, in 2013 the Syrian 

regime has used internationally prohibited weapons including chemical weapons, cluster bombs, 

phosphorous bombs and poisonous gas.  

The Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC) was able to document 27 chemical attacks committed by 

the regime. In some cases, such as in Ghouta on 21 August 2013, dozens of rockets and missiles carrying 

chemical weapons were used. SHRC also documented 7 cases in which phosphorous weapons were used 

in 2013.  

International reports in addition to reports retrieved by SHRC 

show that many international bodies documented the use of 

internationally prohibited weapons several times even before 

the Ghouta chemical attack. Activists in Rif Dimashq, Homs, 

Idlib and Aleppo collected soil and human samples from Syria 

and handed them to Turkish international organisations that 

tested them in international labs.  

On 13 April 2013, The Times published a report by the British 

Defence Ministry confirming the use of chemical weapons in 

Syria following tests carried out on soil samples from Rif 

Dimashq in a research establishment in Porton Down. 

In addition, the United Nation’s team probing the use of chemical weapons in eastern Ghouta handed a 

report to the Security Council on 16 September 2013 stating that chemical weapons were used on 21 

August 2013 against civilians on a relatively large scale.  

However, the international community’s response towards the chemical genocides committed was in 

favour of the assailant rather than the victim. No investigations were called for by the UN or any other 

international bodies to investigate which party committed the attacks, despite a tacit acknowledgement 

among the Security Council that it was the regime. Neither the UN nor any other international body called 

for holding the regime accountable and in fact, UN resolution 2118 on 27 September 2013 focused more 

on dialogue between the assailant and the victims under UN supervision, which was the UN envoy’s job 

for the three following months as it was before the resolution was made.  

Documenting the attacks committed using internationally prohibited weapons in Syria is a process with 

many technical difficulties due to the lack of medical equipment and labs in the areas which are no longer 

under the regime’s control. Doctors in those areas are unable to determine the type of chemical weapon or 

gas used. However, activists in those areas are able to differentiate between traditional weapons and 

internationally prohibited weapons, but they are unable to determine whether the attacks involving 

internationally prohibited weapons are committed using white phosphorous, cluster bombs or different 

types of fission bombs.  

These technical difficulties have led to a variation in reports published by human rights organisations in 

Syria and activists inside Syria, which all document that attacks committed by the regime using 

internationally prohibited weapons. However, these technical difficulties do not affect the humanitarian 

aspect of the conflict as all reports document the use of prohibited weapons as confirmed by the tests 

made abroad on samples taken from Syria. The reports are also confirmed by the several studies made by 

institutions specialised in testing the remains of rockets and missiles used in this type of attack. 

Below are some of the main incidents in which internationally prohibited weapons were used in 2013: 

On 2 January 2013, the town of Tal al-Asafir in Aleppo’s countryside was attacked using phosphorous 

bombs causing severe burns among a number of civilians and damaging their property.   

On 3 January 2103, Jobar in Homs was shelled with phosphorous bombs which was recorded and 

documented the moment it happened.  

the international community’s 

response towards the chemical 
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On 9 February 2103, Kafr Nabudah in Hama’s countryside was also shelled with phosphorous bombs by 

an aircraft. This was recorded in a video and released.  

On 19 March 2013, a Scud missile carrying chemical weapons was dropped on Khan al-Asal in Aleppo 

causing burns and exhaustion among dozens of civilians. Blood and soil samples from the area were sent 

abroad for testing which proved the use of chemical weapons there. 

The Syrian government claimed that the opposition forces were behind the attack which the opposition 

refuted by stating that it does not heave the military or technical means which entitle it to carry such an 

attack. 

 

Children killed during the Chemical attack on Ghouta in Damascus on 21/08/2013 

Also on 19 March 2013, al-Utaybe in Rif Dimashq was attacked with three rockets carrying chemical 

weapons killing cattle raised there and causing burns and suffocation among civilians. The regime’s 

forces which were positioned at the borders of the town withdrew suddenly just before the attack. 

On 24 March 2013, Adraa and Douma in Rif Dimashq were attacked with chemical weapons killing 

several people. 

On 28 March 2013, videos recorded by local activists in al-Sabinah in Rif Dimashq show the area of 

Jam’iyyat al-Sabinah being shelled with what is believed to be phosphorous bombs.   

On 4 April 2013 and 6 April 2013, a number of fighters in Jobar in Rif Dimashq were suffering from 

severe cases of suffocation as a result of being exposed to poisonous gas. The local medical team who 

treated them was unable to determine the type of poisonous gas used due to the lack of medical 

capabilities there. 

On 7 April 2013, Jobar in Rif Dimashq was attacked with chemical gasses causing many cases of burns, 

unconsciousness and injuries among the residents.  

On 9 April 2013, al-Utaybe in Rif Dimashq was attacked with poisonous gasses for the second time 

causing injuries and unconsciousness among many children.  

On 13 April 2013, a helicopter dropped missiles carrying poisonous cyanide gas on the Sheikh Maqsood 

neighbourhood in Aleppo, killing two children and a woman and suffocating more than 20 people. One of 

the victims who inhaled the gas lost his eyesight completely while others suffered from severe 

hallucinations and nausea.  
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On 17 April 2013, Ayn Turma in Rif Dimashq was attacked by artillery shelling carrying chemical 

weapons causing dozens of cases of suffocation.  

 

Children killed during the chemical attack perpetrated by the Syrian regime in Eastern Ghouta on 

21/08/2013 

On 25 April 2013, the regime’s forces attacked the opposition forces in the areas surrounding Kowaires 

Military Airbase in eastern Aleppo using poisonous gasses, suffocating a number of opposition fighters.  

On 29 April 2013, Saraqib in Idlib’s countryside was attacked by a helicopter with missiles carrying 

chemical weapons. A number of victims were transferred to Turkey in order to provide samples for labs 

in the USA and UK. SHRC has been informed that their test results were positive and that chemical 

substances were found in the samples.  

On 25 April 2013, Maarrat al-Nu’man was attacked with phosphorous weapons causing dozens of cases 

of severe burns among its residents. 

On 18 May 2013, activists documented the moment in which the city of al-Muadamiya was attacked with 

phosphorous bombs, causing dozens of cases of burns.  

On 23 May 2013, Adraa in Rif Dimashq was attacked with sarin gas. Missiles were dropped on Adraa’s 

sports club and Abu Awni swimming pool causing at least 50 cases of severe suffocation. 

On 26 May 2013, Harasta and al-Bahariya in Rif Dimashq were attacked with what is believed to be 

chemical weapons causing more than 100 cases of suffocation.  

On 29 May 2013, al-Ahmadiyya in Rif Dimashq was attacked with two rockets carrying a chemical 

substance which reacts with soil, producing a fountain of red gas which causes suffocation and muscle 

spasms.  

On 9 June 2013, al-Bahariya was attacked from Douma’s direction in Rif Dimashq with chemical 

weapons for the second time causing a number of cases of suffocation.  

On 19 June 2013, forces opposing the regime in Zamalka in Rif Dimashq were attacked with chemical 

weapons during a confrontation with the Lebanese Hezbollah militias in the city. A number of suffocation 

and muscle spasms were recorded among the victims.  

Four days after the attack, Zamalka was attacked for the second time on 23 June 2013 with missiles 

carrying poisonous gasses, killing 6 people and injuring dozens.  

On 24 June 2013, al-Qabun neighbourhood in Damascus was attacked with poisonous gasses, causing 

dozens of cases of suffocation among residents. 
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Two days after the attack, al-Qabun neighbourhood was attacked for the second time with similar 

missiles carrying poisonous gas. 

On 5 July 2013, al-Khalidiya neighbourhood in Homs was attacked with chemical weapons, killing an 

entire family and injuring dozens others. 

On 7 July 2013, the town of Sidi Miqdad in the town of Babbila in Rif Dimashq was attacked with 

chemical weapons causing dozens of cases of suffocation and temporary paralysis.   

On 21 July 2013, Yarmouk Camp for Palestinian refugees in the capital Damascus was attacked with 

rockets and mortars. One rocket carrying poisonous gasses was dropped on Yarmouk highway, causing 

cases of severe suffocation and exhaustion and killing at least 22 people.  

On 21 August 2013, eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq was attacked with chemical weapons. This 

massacre was one of the largest acts of genocide committed since the beginning of the Syrian revolution 

both geographically and in terms of the number of victims.  

In the first few hours of dawn on 21 August 2013, dozens of rockets carrying chemical substances were 

dropped on Zamalka and Ayn Turma in eastern Ghouta and on al-Muadamiya in western Ghouta. 

Following this chemical attack, the targeted areas were attacked heavily by aircrafts with rockets until the 

morning, which made treating the victims and evacuating them very difficult.  

This massacre, which killed 1.400 people at least, was met with large international attention. This soon 

ceased and the international community’s focus was shifted towards withdrawing the weapons used in the 

attack rather than investigating the party that used them. 

This massacre took place at the same time an expert committee investigating the use of chemical weapons 

in Syria was present several kilometres away from the attack. However, the committee did not visit the 

site until several weeks later. 

On 26 August 2013, the Syrian Air Force raided Iqra institute in Urum al-Kubra village south west 

Aleppo, killing 38 people, mostly school children, and inflicting 100 others with severe burns. The tests 

which the victims undertook show that their burns were caused by the prohibited incendiary substance: 

napalm. 

On 28 August 2013, Jobar in Rif Dimashq was attacked with bombs carrying poisonous gasses, injuring 

11 people. 

On 14 September 2013, Da’el in Daraa was attacked with rockets launched from a MiG aircraft. The 

attack led to injuries in a crowded neighbourhood whose residents suffered from severe burns believed to 

be caused by napalm. 

 

Remains of one of the bombs dropped on Saraqeb in Idlib on 29/04/2013 
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Violations committed against  

freedom of the press 

Even prior to the revolution that began in March 2013, Syria is considered one of the worst countries in 

the world in terms of freedom of the press. Syria was ranked 173 out of 178 on the World Press Freedom 

Index, published by Reporters Without Borders in October 2010. 

Freedom of the press in Syria worsened dramatically when the revolution broke out, as the regime 

launched a large campaign of detentions and assassinations against local reporters and banned 

international media channels from entering the country. It later gave room for international reporters to 

enter the country, but on small, selective and restricted scale.  

In the past, the regime’s forces alone were behind killing and detaining reporters. However, since July 

2013, reporters and journalists have also been targeted and kidnapped in areas which are no longer under 

the regime’s control. This poses a worrying threat. 

The year 2013 is considered a tragic year for freedom of the 

press in Syria due to the large number of violations committed 

by the regime on the one hand, and the Islamic State of Iraq 

and Sham (ISIS) on the other. This year 57 reporters and 

citizen journalists, three of which were foreign, were killed 

while 43 journalists, 9 of which were foreign, were kidnapped.  

In the last quarter of the year 2013, no foreign reporters existed 

in areas under the regime’s control or areas which are no 

longer under its control, other than those who fully support the 

regime such as Iranian and Iraqi channels. In addition, many 

reporters in areas that are no longer under the regime’s control 

have been forced to move to Turkey and work there in order to avoid being kidnapped by the ISIS. 

Below are the main violations committed in 2013 in the field of freedom of the press: 

On 17 January 2013, Belgian correspondent Yves Debay was killed while he was covering the clashes 

between the regime’s forces and the opposition in Aleppo. He was killed by a sniper shot fired at him 

from a sniper positioned on top of Aleppo’s Central Prison. 

  On 18 January 2013, Mohamed al-Masalma (commonly known as Mohamed al-Hourani) was killed 

after being hit with a mortar shells while covering the clashes in Busra al-Harir in the countryside of 

Daraa. Al-Masalma was a freelancer working with Aljazeera at the time.  

On 27 February 2013, Mazen Darwish, president of the Syrian Centre for Media and Freedom of 

Expression (CMFE), alongside five other of his colleagues who have been detained since 16 February 

2012, were all indicted by the Counterterrorism Court of publicising terrorist acts. 

On 3 March 2013, journalist Walid Jamil Amira was killed whilst recording the clashes in Jobar 

neighbourhood in Damascus. 

On 5 March 2013, the Syrian authorities released German journalist Billy Six who was detained for two 

and a half months. 

On 8 March 2013, citizen journalist Moahmmed Basheer Shakhshiro was killed whilst covering the 

clashes in Jobar neighbourhood in Damascus.    

On 10 March 2013, citizen journalist Saqer Naboot was killed whilst covering the clashes in Daraa al-

Balad. 

The year 2013 is considered a 

tragic year for freedom of the 

press in Syria due to the large 

number of violations committed 

by the regime on the one hand, 

and the Islamic State of Iraq and 

Sham (ISIS) on the other. 
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Mazen Darwish, director of Syrian Centre for Media & Freedom of Expression, detained since 

16/02/2012 

 

On 10 March 2013, citizen journalists Amr Badir al-Deen Junaid (also known as Abu Ameer) and 

Gaith Abd al-Jawad (known as Abu Tamim al-Jawwadi) were killed when their media office in al-

Qabun, Damascus was targeted with mortar shells. 

On 11 March 2013, journalist Shatha al-Maddad was referred to the Counterterrorism Court for 

interrogation. Al-Maddad was arrested by the regime’s security forces on 1 November 2012 upon her 

return from the USA. She was later released on bail on 11 July 2013. 

On 12 March 2013, cameraman Hussien al-Saadi was killed whilst covering the clashes surrounding al-

Khalidiya’s bridge in Homs. 

On 12 March 2013, Ahmed Khaled Shehadeh was killed when a rocket was dropped on his office in 

Darayya in Rif Dimashq. Shehadeh was editor in chief at the Anab Balady newspaper, was a co-founder 

of the Local Council of Darayya City (LCDC) and was a member of its aid office. 

On 13 March 2013, Mahmoud Shehdeh al-Ntoof who was a citizen journalist at sana-revo.com was 

killed at al-Muadhamiya in Rif Dimashq whilst covering the clashes taking place there. 

On 13 March 2013, citizen journalist Anas al-Batsh was killed whilst recording the clashes taking place 

in Harasta in Damascus.    

On 15 March 2013, citizen journalist Karam Mohammed Serfi died under torture murder in Sednaya 

Prison. Serfi, who is originally from Latakia, was detained whilst covering the clashes in Bab al-Hawa in 

Aleppo.  

On 15 March 2013, citizen journalist Mahmoud Abdulkareem al-Aqra’ was killed whilst covering the 

clashes in Douma in Rif Dimashq.  

On 16 March 2013, the People’s Protection Units (known as YOG) which are affiliated to the Democratic 

Union Party detained citizen journalist Sardar Ahmed in Ifrin in Aleppo.  

On 22 March 2013, citizen journalist Laith Mohammed al-Homsi was killed whilst covering the clashes 

in the town of al-Sheikh Miskeen in Daraa.  
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On 27 March 2013, citizen journalist Hamed Abu Yaser was killed with a rocket shell whilst covering 

the clashes in Darayya in Rif Dimashq. Abu Yaser had established the Al-Sahwa newspaper with other 

fellow journalists and had worked for the Darayya Coordination office in Darayya. 

On 28 March 2013, citizen journalist Mohammed Ibrahim al-Assami was killed whilst covering the 

clashes in Da’el in Daraa. 

On 30 March 2013, correspondent Jörg Armbruster who works for the German TV channel ARD was 

injured whilst recording in Aleppo. 

On 30 March 2013, citizen journalist Aamer Diab was killed whilst covering the clashes in al-Otaiba in 

Rif Dimashq.  

 

Orient News reporter Obaida Batal, abducted & missing since 25/07/2013 

On 31 March 2013, citizen journalist Walid Ali al-Jalkh was killed in an ambush by the Armed Forces 

in the area of Qal’at al-Hosn in Homs with 14 other people. 

On 2 April 2013, Abdul Raheem Kour Hasan (also known as Abu Ahmed, Mohammed al-Ghazali) died 

as a victim of torture murder in the Palestine Security Branch (also known as Falsteen Branch) in 

Damascus. Hasan was the radio director for Watan FM. 

On 10 April 2013, Italian journalist Domenico Quirico disappeared upon arriving in Syria through 

Lebanon in the beginning of April 2013. Quirico is a reporter for the La Stampa.  

On 27 May 2013, Yara Abbas; a reporter at the Syrian News Channel (al-Ikhbariyyah) was killed whilst 

covering the clashes in al-Qusayr.       

On 22 June 2013, French journalists Nicolas Hénin and Pierre Torres were kidnapped in Ar-Raqqah. 

On 28 June 2013, citizen journalist Aboud Haddad was kidnapped in the countryside of Idlib. Haddad is 

a field cameraman from Latakia and his case presents the first of its kind in which a reporter is kidnapped 

in an area that is no longer under the regime’s control. 
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On 5 July 2013, Orient News TV channel correspondent Fidaa al-Baali (known as Mohammed Muadh) 

was killed in a shelling in al-Qaboun in Damascus.    

On 24 July 2013, Polish journalist Marcin Suder was kidnapped in Saraqeb after a group of gunmen 

attacked Saraqeb’s media office. They repeatedly beat citizen journalist Manhal Barish then kidnapped 

Suder who was training the citizen journalists there. Suder was able to escape from his kidnappers on 31 

October 2013.  

On 25 July 2013, a group of gunmen kidnapped the staff of Orient TV channel in Masqan village in 

northern Aleppo. Obaidah Batal, the channel’s correspondent, and Husam Nazem el-Din, member of 

the channel’s technical team, were both kidnapped. 

On 27 July 2013, Mohammed Tariq Jadua was killed whilst recording the clashes in Jisr al-Shaghour. 

Jadua was part of the Jisr al-Shaghour Multimedia Network. 

On 12 August 2013, citizen journalists Mohammed al-Amr and Samar Saleh were kidnapped near 

Atareb in the countryside of Aleppo by unknown gunmen.        

On 13 August 2013, citizen journalist and short film director Mohammed Noor Matar was kidnapped 

whilst covering a demonstration against the ISIS in Ar-Raqqah.  

On 16 August 2013, head of the media office in the Local Council of Darayya City Shaher al-

Muadhamani was killed on duty by the Syrian Armed Forces.   

On 3 September 2013, Marc Marginedas; Spanich correspondent of the El Periodico newspaper was 

kidnapped near Hama, western Syria by unknown gunmen. 

On 4 September 2013, Abu Bakr Alhaj Ali, a cameraman for Aljazeera, was shot by a sniper whilst 

covering the clashes in Daraa al-Balad. 

On 5 September 2013, citizen journalist and Masar Press reporter Abdel Aziz Mahmoud Hasoun (known 

as Qusai al-Sham) was killed whilst covering the clashes in Jobar neighbourhood in Damascus. 

On 14 September 2013, citizen journalist Hazem Dakel was kidnapped by armed members of an ISIS 

brigade near Bab al-Hawa checkpoint and was able to flee three days after his kidnapping.   

On 16 September 2013, members of the ISIS kidnapped Spanish reporter Javier Espinosa and Spanish 

photographer Ricardo Garcia Vilanova near a checkpoint in Ar-Raqqah. The Spanish government 

announced their abduction on 10 December 2013. 

On 18 September 2013, Omar Diab (known as Hazem al-Azizi) was killed in Azaz in the countryside of 

Aleppo. Diab was the head of the Azaz Media Center and was a reporter for the Shahba Press Agency. He 

was killed by armed members of the ISIS during an incursion into the city.  

On 28 September 2013, photographer Murhaf Shujaa al-Midhi was killed in the Khasarat 

neighbourhood in Deir ez-Zor when he was hit by shrapnel whilst covering the clashes there.  

On 29 September 2013, photographer Noor ed-Deen al-Haferi was killed whilst covering the clashes 

taking place in al-Bahariya in eastern Ghouta. 

On 1 October 2013, citizen journalist Ramy al-Rzouk was kidnapped on a checkpoint controlled by ISIS 

between Ar-Raqqah and al-Tabaqa. 

On 2 October 2013, reports confirmed the death of cartoonist Akram Raslan in the Information Security 

Branch (also known as Malumat Branch). Raslan was detained on 2 October 2013 after he drew a cartoon 

of a man carrying a sign which translates to “keep Assad or we’ll burn the country down”.  

On 2 October 2013, citizen journalist Abdul Naser Abu Jamal (al-Shanburi) died from the injuries he 

incurred whilst covering the clashes in Tafas in Daraa.  
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On 6 October 2013, Nidal al-Harbi, a reporter for Shaam News Network, was injured whilst covering the 

clashes in al-Sinaa’a neighbourhodd in Deir ez-Zor. 

On 7 October 2013, citizen journalist Mohammed Shareefeh (known as Omar al-Qabuni) died from the 

wounds he incurred on 19 June 2013 from a mortar shell whilst covering the clashes in al-Qabun 

neighbourhood in Damascus. 

On 7 October 2013, citizen journalist Muadh al-Shami was killed whilst covering the massacre 

committed by the Syrian Air Force in Hamouriya in Rif Dimashq.  

On 8 October 2013, citizen journalist Maher Ahmed Hamza was killed whilst covering the second 

massacre committed by the Syrian Air Force in Hamouriya in Rif Dimashq. 

On 9 October 2013, Shahba Press Agency reporter Husam al-Halabi was wounded whilst covering the 

clashes in the Salahuddin neighbourhood in Aleppo.  

On 9 October 2013, citizen journalist Hazem al-Hussein was kidnapped from 23 Shbat Street in Ar-

Raqqah. He was released on 6 November 2013. 

On 9 October 2013, citizen journalist Ayham al-Dimashqi was killed following the shelling of the town 

of Hujera in Rif Dimashq.  

On 10 October 2013, reporter Abdul Hadi Qasheet died as a victim of torture murder in the Air 

Intelligence Branch in Aleppo. 

 

Aleppo media activist Abdulwahhab Mulla abducted on 07/11/2013 by ISIS 

On 11 October 2013, citizen journalist Ahmed al-Mujannad (known as Abu Islam al-Halabi) died from 

the wounds he incurred whilst covering the clashes in the battle of liberating Abu Jeren village in al-

Safira in Aleppo. 

On 15 October 2013, the crew of Sky News was kidnapped in Andan in the countryside of Aleppo. The 

crew consisted of Mauritanian reporter Ishaq Mukhtar, Lebanese photographer Samir Kassab and their 

Syrian driver. 
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On 21 October 2013, citizen journalist Mohammed Khalaf al-Ezzo (known as the young journalist) was 

killed whist covering the clashes that were taking place in al-Sakhur neighbourhood in Aleppo. 

On 21 October 2013, citizen journalist Muhannad Hajj Obeid (known as Muhannad Habayebna) was 

found shot in the head and handcuffed in Fakhekha village in Ar-Raqqah after he went missing. Obied 

was known for his open criticism of the ISIS. 

On 23 October 2013, Omair Junaid (known as Abu Layth, Taym al-Dimashqi) who was head of the 

media office in al-Qabun was killed whilst covering the clashes taking place there.  

On 28 October 2013, international award winning photographer Ziad al-Homsi from Douma was 

detained at a checkpoint controlled by the ISIS whilst on his way back from Turkey. He was released a 

few weeks later. 

On 29 October 2013, Al-Arabiya reporter Mohammad Saeed was killed by gunmen in Hreitan village in 

Aleppo when they broke into a supermarket he was in and fired three times. One of the shots hit his head 

and killed him instantly.  

 

Sky News team abducted in Anadan in Aleppo Suburbs on 15/10/2013 

 

On 29 October 2013, Hasan Abdullah al-Othman, head of the Aleppo Media Center in al-Bab was 

killed whilst covering the clashes near the town of Nubbol which was besieged by activists in the northern 

countryside of Aleppo. 

On 1 November 2013, citizen journalist and reporter at the Idlib Press Agency Mohammed al-Idlibi was 

kidnapped in Nahiyet al-Najiya by masked men whilst on his way to Darkush in Jisr sl-Shaghour in Idlib. 

On 1 November 2013, reporter at Orient TV Mu’ayyad Salloum was kidnapped at a checkpoint 

controlled by the ISIS near the Castillo highway in Aleppo. 

On 5 November 2013, citizen journalist Hadi al-Abdallah was wounded in the head whilst covering the 

clashes taking place in Homs’s countryside.   

On 5 November 2013, citizen journalist and photographer Qasem Misbah al-Hazouri was killed whilst 

covering the clashes in Miheen in Homs’s countryside. 

On 6 November 2013, photographer Diab Hussein al-Batran was killed whilst covering the clashes 

surrounding the thermal power station in Aleppo.  

On 7 November 2013, citizen journalist Abdul Wahhab Mulla was kidnapped from his house in Aleppo. 

Testimonies have revealed that he is being held in the main prison controlled by the ISIS. Mulla hosts a 

number of online political and entertainment shows. The last episode he hosted before his abduction 

discussed having a civil state vs. a religious state. 
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On 8 November 2013, citizen journalist Abdullah al-Ghazzawi (known as Abdullah al-Rayyes) was 

killed whilst covering the clashes taking place in al-Tareeq Sad neighbourhood in Daraa. 

On 9 November 2013, the body of citizen journalist and nurse Sameera al-Kayyali was found in a farm 

in Aleppo forty days after her disappearance.  

On 16 November 2013, citizen journalist Ahmed Brimo was kidnapped from his house in al-Zibdiya 

neighbourhood in Aleppo by members of a patrol belonging to the ISIS. The patrol fired at a car that 

belonged to one of the brigades which followed them to the gates of the ISIS’s headquarters. 

On 16 November 2013, four members of staff at the Aleppo Media Centre were injured after their office 

was shelled by the regime’s Air Force.  

On 18 November 2013, the trial of Mazen Darwish, Hussein Ghairr and Hani Zaitani was held again 

at the Syrian Counterterrorism Court on alleged terrorism charges brought against them by the regime’s 

Air Force Intelligence.    

On 20 November 2013, citizen journalist and reporter at the Shahba Press Agency Yaser al-Stoof (known 

as Abu Ahmed al-Deirhaferi) was kidnapped in front of his local hospital in Deir Hafer in Aleppo’s 

eastern countryside by armed members of the ISIS. 

 

Reporter Magnus Falkehed (left) & photograher Niclas Hammarstrom abducted on 23/11/2013 

 

On 23 November 2013, Swedish freelance journalist Magnus Falkehed and Swedish photographer 

Niclas Hammarström were kidnapped whilst leaving Syria. 

On 23 November 2013, citizen journalists Ammar Tabajo (known as Mohammad sl-Saeed), Hasan 

Haroon (known as Mohammad al-Tayyeb), Mohammad Shaher al-Najjar, Akram El-Slek (known as 

Saleh Abdurrahman) and Yasin Haroon (known as Abu Bashir) were all killed whilst covering the 

clashes taking place in eastern Ghouta in Rif Dimashq. 

On 24 November 2013, citizen journalist and reporter at the Shahba Press Agency Mohammad Yamen 

Naddaf was killed whilst covering the clashes in al-Sukkari neighbourhood in Aleppo. 
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On 29 November 2013, an ambulance carrying a medical team, journalist Karam Karam and former Al-

Arabiya journalist Louay Abul Jud disappeared while they were on their way to check the aftermath of 

the shelling that took place the previous day near the Qadi Askar roundabout. It is believed that they have 

been kidnapped.   

On 30 November 2013, citizen journalist Omar Rabee’ Hasan was kidnapped in Biedayn 

neighbourhood in Aleppo by unknown men.           

On 4 December 2013, the ISIS executed Iraqi freelance photographer Yaser Faisal al-Jameli which 

presents the first case of its kind in which a foreign reporter is executed in areas no longer under the 

regime’s control. 

On 15 December 2013, reporter at the Aleppo Media Center, Mahmoud Hibbo, was injured whilst 

covering the shelling of al-Sakhur in Aleppo. 

On 18 December 2013, citizen journalist Mazen Jarkas (known as Abu Bashir) was killed whilst 

covering the clashes taking place in the Tal Sheikh Yousef front in Aleppo. 

On 20 December 2013, photographer Molhem Barakat was killed whilst covering the regime’s incursion 

into al-Kindi Hospital in Aleppo. Barakat worked as a photographer with Reuters. 

On 26 December 2013, masked men attacked the office of the Shada al-Huriyyah channel in al-Kallaseh 

neighbourhood in Aleppo and kidnapped the following people: Amin (also known as Abu Mohammad), 

Maher Husrumi, Abu Yunes, Taym al-Shami and Sultan al-Shami. In addition, they fired at medical 

activist (known as Mas) who was injured in the head and stomach.  

On 27 December 2013, the office of Shabha Press Agency was attacked by unknown gunmen who 

kidnapped its reporter Milad Shihabi and stole its equipment and tools. 

On 28 December 2013, citizen journalist Ahmed al-Hajji was killed in the Air Force’s shelling of Tareeq 

al-Bab neighbourhood in Aleppo.    

On 28 December 2013, armed members of the ISIS attacked the office of Fresh FM radio in Kafranbel in 

the countryside of Idlib, attacked six of its staff and stole its technical equipment. The kidnapped people 

were released a few hours later however the radio channel was no longer able to function without its 

equipment.  

On 29 December 2013, citizen journalist Mohammed al-Ashmar was killed whilst covering the clashes in 

Adra in eastern Ghouta.  

On 30 December 2013, armed members of the ISIS attacked the office of al-Gherbal Journal in 

Kafranbel and stole all its contents. They also kidnapped Mohammed Salloom, the editor of the journal.  
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Violations committed against houses of worship 

Similar to the situation in 2011 and 2012, the Syrian regime continued to target houses of worship such as 

mosques and churches in 2013.  

The Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC) was able to document 319 incidents in which mosques 

were targeted and 18 incidents in which churches were targeted in 2013. Among these, 2 churches and 

one mosque were targeted by the Islamic State of Iraq and Sham (ISIS). 

The Islamic, Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) stated on 15 July 2013 that “tens 

of mosques and Islamic landmarks have been partly or totally destroyed as a result of violent shelling by 

rockets, tanks, war planes and heavy artillery” by “the Syrian regime and its sectarian militias”. It also 

stated that the “targeting of mosques and Islamic landmarks in Syrian cities and villages are indicative of 

the persistence of the hateful sectarian spirit driving these forces in destroying all elements associated 

with the history of Islamic civilization”.  

Neither the Syrian government nor any of its official state-owned media have given any response or 

attention to the targeting of mosques. This excludes incidents involving the main mosques such as the 

targeting of the minaret of the Umayyad Mosque of Aleppo, the targeting of the minaret of Omari 

Mosque in Daraa and the destruction of Khalid ibn al-Walid’s tomb. The regime accused the opposition 

of committing these violations.  

However, the response differs when it comes to targeting churches. The Syrian regime and its official 

media have launched intensive campaigns accusing the opposition forces of targeting these churches, 

even in cases where videos have shown the regime’s tanks carrying out the attacks. 

 

Moment when the minaret in Ummayad Mosque in Aleppo was hit – 24/04/2013 

This report will present some incidents involving the targeting of mosques and churches in 2013 as 

documented by SHRC: 

On 12 January 2013, the Imam Shafi’i Mosque in Masakin al-Sabil in Aleppo was attacked by the 

regime’s artillery shelling. It was also attacked on 20 July 2013 and 30 October 2013.  
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On 19 January 2013, the al-Rawda Mosque in Douma in Damascus was severely damaged after it was 

raided by aircrafts. 

On 28 January 2013, the Qaryat Uyoon Hussien Mosque in Homs’s countryside was attacked, leading 

to the destruction of its walls and contents.  

On 8 February 2013, the minaret of the Salahuddin Mosque in Salahuddin District in Aleppo was 

destroyed when it was hit by the regime’s artillery shelling.  

On 6 March 2013, the al-Hamza Walabbas Mosque in Tal Hassel in As-Safira in Aleppo’s countryside 

was attacked by artillery shelling. The moment of the attack was recorded by media activists.  

On 18 March 2013, the Othman ibn Affan Mosque in al-Aziziyya, As-Safira in Aleppo’s countryside 

incurred large property damages when the regime’s forces attacked the city with its artillery shelling. 

On 21 March 2013, sheikh Mohamed Said Ramadan al-Bouti was killed inside the Iman Mosque in 

Damascus. The government accused a fundamentalist group of being behind the suicide bombing in the 

mosque while opposition forces questioned the credibility of the explosion after official videos aired on 

state-owned TV showed the walls and carpet being left intact. 

On 28 March 2012, a surface to surface rocket fell on Khalid ibn al-Walid Mosque in Homs, causing a 

deep hole in the ground and one of the mosque’s walls to collapse.  

On 13 April 2013, the minaret of the Omari Mosque in Daraa was completely destroyed after it was 

shelled by a tank during an attack on the city. Videos recorded by media activists show the regime’s tanks 

firing at the direction of the mosque at the moment its minaret fell. This mosque was built in the 7
th

 

century.  

On 24 April 2013, the minaret of the Umayyad Mosque of Aleppo was completely destroyed. It also 

incurred severe damages after being shelled by the regime’s tanks. This mosque was built in the 8
th

 

century and is listed as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.  

On 19 May 2013, the Sayyedna Ya’qoub Mosque in al-Husayniyya Camp was severely damaged after it 

was shelled.  

On 22 May 2013 the al-Rahman Mosque in the town of Bayt Jinn in Rif Dimashq was shelled with 

artillery shelling which damaged the mosque.  

On 2 June 2013, the Ali ibn Abi Talib Mosque in the town of Aqrab in Hama’s countryside was targeted 

with artillery shelling which damaged its property.  

On 10 June 2013, a barrel bomb was dropped on al-Rhaman Mosque in al-Rumailah in Ar-Raqqa during 

an arbitrary shelling the regime’s local and foreign forces were carrying out on the town.  

On 17 June 2013, the Fatima al-Zahraa Mosque in Beit Sahm in Rif Dimashq was shelled during the 

arbitrary shelling the regime’s local and foreign forces were carrying out on the town.   

On 21 June 2013, the al-Fatah Mosque in the town of Maliha in Rif Dimashq was attacked with rockets 

that severely damaged the mosque.  

On 26 June 2013, the al-Farooq Mosque in Houla in Homs’s countryside was severely damaged after it 

was targeted with artillery shelling. 

On 29 June 2013, the Qaryat Nahleh Mosque in Jabal al-Zawiya in Idlib’s countryside was attacked 

with artillery shelling which severely damaged the mosque. 

On 15 July 2013, the Abdulaziz Abazayd Mosque in Daraa was targeted with mortar rocket which 

damaged the mosque’s property.  

On 18 July 2013, Qaryat al-Qahtaniyah Mosque in Quneitra’s countryside was partly damaged after 

being targeted by the regime’s artillery shelling during an attack on the town.  
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On 22 July 2013, Khaled ibn al-Walid’s tomb, in the Khaled ibn al-Walid Mosque in Homs, was 

destroyed after it was hit with a rocket during the continuous shelling the mosque and the Old City were 

undergoing. 

 

Moment Constantine & Helena Church was shelled in Damascus Suburbs on 27/09/2013 

 

On 26 July 2013, the Qaryat Bsames Mosque in Jabal al-Zawiya was attacked by the regime’s forces, 

causing severe damage to its property.  

On 29 July 2013, the Armed Forces shelled the al-Hasami Mosque during night prayers, causing a 

massacre that killed at least 20 people praying in the mosque. 

On 26 August 2013, the al-Siddiq Mosque in the town of Ariha in Idlib’s countryside was severely 

damaged after it was attacked with artillery shelling.  

On 1 September 2013, the Falasteen Mosque in Yarmouk Camp for Palestinian refugees in Damascus 

was shelled and its property was damaged.  

On 6 September 2013, the regime’s forces shelled the St. Sergius (Mar Sarkis) Church in Ma’loula in 

Rif Dimashq and damaged it severely during an attack on the city.  

On 6 September 2013, Arbin Church in Rif Dimashq was attacked with artillery shelling, causing a fire 

inside it which the residents were unable to put out. The shelling and the fire led to severe damages in the 

church. In the same attack, St. George Church in Arbin was set on fire and damaged. 

On 6 September 2013, the Abd al-Qadir al-Husayni Mosque in Yarmouk Camp was shelled and 

damaged, especially its minaret.  

On 11 September 2013, the al-Bilaliyah Mosque in the town of al-Bilaliyah in Rif Dimashq was shelled 

with surface to surface rockets which destroyed a large section of the mosque.  

On 12 September 2013, the regime’s artillery shelling managed to hit al-Rawda Mosque in Athman in 

Daraa.  

On 15 September 2013, Dar al-Salam Mosque in al-Qarabis in Homs was completely destroyed after it 

was shelled heavily by the regime’s forces.  

On 18 September 2013, Abu Bakr Siddiq Mosque in Adwan in Rif Dimashq was shelled with artillery 

shelling which damaged its walls.  
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On 25 September 2013, al-Bisharah Church in ar-Raqqa was burned by armed members of the ISIS 

who later raised their flag on the church.  

On 26 September 2013, a Syrian missile was dropped on al-Falah Mosque in the Jordanian city of Ar-

Ramtha which damaged the mosque’s property and its dome. The Jordanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

sent a Letter of Protest to the Syrian embassy regarding this matter.  

 

Minaret of al-Omari Mosque in Daraa after it was targeted on 13/04/2013 

On 27 September 2013, the Constantine and Helena (Qustantin wa Helana) Church in Yabrud in Rif 

Dimashq was shelled with artillery shelling during an attack on the city by the regime’s forces.  

On 2 October 2013, the al-Sahabi Mohammed ibn Maslama Mosque in Bustan al-Diwan in Homs’s 

Old City was shelled. The shelling destroyed the minaret completely and severely damaged other parts of 

the mosque.  

On 10 October 2013, the Muadh ibn Jabal Mosque in al-Maliha in Rif Dimashq was shelled with 

artillery shelling which hit its minaret.  

On 25 October 2013, a car bomb exploded near the Usama ibn Zayd Mosque in Wadi Barada in Rif 

Dimashq which killed more than 210 worshippers inside it.  

On 28 October 2013, the Qaryat Deir al-Gharbi Mosque in the countryside of Maarrat al-Nu’man in 

Idlib was shelled with rocket launchers which caused severe damage to the building.  

On 30 October 2013, the Qaryat Marj Khokha Mosque in the Kurd Mountains in Latakia was severely 

damaged after a being shelled.  

On 4 November 2013, the property of the Usama ibn Zayd Mosque in the eastern neighbourhood of 

Busra al-Sham in Daraa was severely damaged after it was shelled with artillery shelling. 

On 8 November 2013, the Jisr Beit al-Ras Mosque in Hama’s countryside was targeted with artillery 

shelling from the al-Aziziyya checkpoint whilst a study circle was taking place. The attack caused the 

death of a number of people, including the imam and severely damaged the mosque’s property. 

On 13 November 2013, the al-Adiliyya Mosque in Aleppo was shelled by tanks which damaged the 

Mosque and its minaret in specific. This mosque was built in 1555.  
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On 15 November 2013, two missiles were dropped on Baldet Taranje Mosque in Quneitra’s countryside 

during an attack on Tal Ahmar by the regime’s artillery. The missiles caused severe damage to some of 

the mosque’s walls. 

On 29 November 2013, several missiles were dropped on the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus, killing 4 

people and injuring 25 others. The source of the attack remains unknown with both the regime and the 

opposition accusing each other. 

On 30 November 2013, the Nur al-Shuhada Mosque in Aleppo was attacked with tank shells which 

damaged the Mosque’s property.  

On 2 December 2013, the al-Juri Mosque in Baba Amr in Homs was targeted with missiles that set it on 

fire.  

On 6 December 2013, the minaret of al-Rawda Mosque in al-Muadamiyah in Rif Dimashq fell after it 

was targeted with artillery shelling.  

On 11 December 2013, video recordings published by media activists showed a number of snipers 

positioning themselves on top of the Baldat Ayn al-Abid Mosque in Quneitra. This mosque is being 

used a military centre by the regime due to its strategic position.  

On 20 December 2013, a mortar missile was dropped on the Omari Mosque in al-Waer neighbourhood 

in Homs during the Friday prayer and killed Safwan al-Masharqa, the Imam and preacher of the mosque, 

and injured a number of others.  

On 20 December 2013, the Qaryat Ebdeta Mosque in Jabal al-Zawiya was attacked while people were 

praying in congregation. The attack damaged the mosque, the cars of the attendees in the mosque and 

injured a number of people.  

On 23 December 2013, the minaret of al-Shuhada Mosque in Houla in Homs’s countryside was severely 

damaged after it was hit with a number of missiles by the Armed Forces.  

On 27 December 2013, the al-Hay al-Sharqi Mosque in al-Gharia al-Gharbiye in Daraa’s countryside 

was shelled which caused severe damage to the mosque.  

On 29 December 2013, the ISIS destroyed the only mosque in the village of Sheikh Hilal in Aleppo’s 

northern countryside because it contained a tomb.  
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The targeting of historical  

and archaeological sites  

The targeting of historical and archaeological sites in Syria continued in 2013. The regime used its 

aircrafts, artillery shelling and heavy weapons against these sites which it also turned into military centres 

for tanks and snipers. As a result of the unstable security climate Syria has been undergoing, many of 

these sites have been looted by gangs as well.  

In 2013, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) listed six sites 

in Syria among the World Heritage in Danger list which are: the Old City of Aleppo, the Old City of 

Damascus, the Old City of Busra al-Sham, the Krak des Chevaliers, the Citadel of Salah Ed-Din, the site 

of Palmyra in addition to 40 villages in north west Syria.  

Despite the fact that this listing came very late (two years after these sites were endangered) it is 

considered a leap in the correct direction of protecting Syria’s heritage. 

 

Deir Ez-Zor Suspension Bridge, the second oldest suspension bridge in the world after it was 

bombed on 02/05/2013 

Most of Homs’s ancient houses which were built in the 19
th

 century have been partly or completely 

destroyed as a result of the on-going shelling of the city which started two years ago. In addition, many 

houses in Aleppo’s Old City have had a similar fate as the shelling continues on the Old City, which is 

listed as a World Heritage Site.  

Many of the Armed Forces’ heavy machinery and soldiers have been continuously sighted in these 

historical areas, especially in the Citadel of Aleppo which oversees the entire city and in the site of 

Palmyra. Moreover, many gangs whose identity remains unknown have been active in these sites, taking 

advantage of the unstable security climate there. Many archaeological artefacts have been smuggled out 

of Syria. For example, on 22 January 2013, Jordan announced that it had managed to confiscate some 

smuggled artefacts and on 5 November 2013, the Jordanian authorities also announced that it had 

managed to confiscate stolen Syrian artefacts. On 11 November 2013, the Lebanese authorities stated that 

it had managed to confiscate 69 stolen Syrian artefacts which were smuggled into Lebanon. Lastly, on 29 

December 2013, the Jordanian authorities stated that it had confiscated a number of ancient Syrian 

artefacts smuggled from Syria. 
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This report will mention some of the violations committed against historical and archaeological sites in 

Syria in 2013:  

On 26 March 2013, the historical ruins of Yalda Baths in Yalda in Rif Dimashq, which were built in 

1888, were shelled with mortar rockets that damaged the site.  

On 28 March 2013, a surface to surface rocket was dropped on the Khaled ibn al-Walid Mosque in 

Homs which created a large hole in the ground and damaged one of the mosque’s walls. On 22 July 2013, 

the tomb of Khaled ibn al-Walid was destroyed after it was hit directly with a missile. The mosque was 

built in the 13
th

 century.  

On 13 April 2013, the minaret of the Omari Mosque in Daraa was completely destroyed after it was 

targeted with a tank shell during the attack which the regime’s forces were carrying out on Daraa. A video 

recorded by media activists shows the regime’s tanks firing at the mosque the moment its minaret fell. 

The mosque was built in the 7
th

 century.  

On 24 April 2013, the minaret of the Umayyad Mosque of Aleppo was completely destroyed and its 

property was damaged after it was hit by the regime’s tanks shells. This mosque was built in the 8
th

 

century and is listed as a World Heritage Site by the UNESCO. 

On 2 May 2013, the Deir ez-Zor Suspension Bridge was attacked by an air raid which caused it to 

collapse. This bridge was built in the 1920s and is considered the second oldest suspension bridge in the 

world. 

On 13 May 2013, a committee consisting of a number of civil bodies in Aleppo dismantled the minbar of 

the Umayyad Mosque in Aleppo and transported it to a safe venue in order to preserve it. The minbar was 

built in the 2
nd

 century and only two copies of it were made; one was used in the al-Aqsa Mosque in 

Jerusalem which was set on fire in 1969 and the other was used in the Umayyad Mosque of Aleppo.  

On 13 July 2013, an aircraft shelled Krak des Chevaliers, also known as Qalaat al-Hosn, which caused 

its ceiling to collapse. The castle was built in the 12
th

 century and is listed as World Heritage Site.  

On 18 November 2013, the Armed Forces were sighted on Our Lady of Sednaya Monastery which is 

situated 2000 meters above sea level. The monastery was built in the 5
th

 century.    

On 27 November 2013, the Association for the Protection of Syrian Archaeology sighted a gang carrying 

out excavations near the al-Rahba Fort in Der ez-Zor’s eastern countryside.   

 

Stolen historical heritage items recovered in Jordan on 29/12/2013
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Legal and legislative amendments 

In 2013, the Syrian government issued a number of laws and legislations that criminalise various 

widespread violations committed in Syria by the Armed Forces, the security forces and their affiliated 

popular militias. It has also issued two amnesty decrees regarding a number of crimes committed before 

the issue date.  

The legislative decrees issued reflect the state of contradiction the Syrian government is undergoing, as 

there is a clear contradiction between its legislations, and its actions and violations committed on the 

ground at the same time.  

Below are some of the main legislative decrees issued in 2013: 

On 10 March 2013, President Assad issued legislative decree No.96 of 2013 awarding late actor, Yasin 

Bakoush, the Excellent Class Syrian Order of Merit. Bakoush was killed on 24 February 2013 during the 

arbitrary shelling of Yarmouk Camp in Damascus.  

On 2 April 2013, the President issued legislative decree No.20 of 2013 which stipulates the penalty of 

execution to be applied to anyone who commits an act of kidnapping and that “deprives people from their 

freedom for political or materialistic aims, or as an act of vengeance, or for sectarian inducement or in 

exchange for a ransom, by punishing them with penal labour for life”. 

It is uncommon to use words such as “sectarian inducement” in the legal language of Syrian legislations; 

however it was used in the mentioned decree. According to this decree, the popular militias and the 

security forces which support the regime and carry out abductions and arbitrary detentions for sectarian 

and financial purposes should be criminalised.  

On 16 April 2013, the President issued legislative decree No.23 of 2013, which grants general amnesty to 

prisoners convicted of committing crimes before 16 April 2013. The decree also replaced capital 

punishment with penal labour for life or life imprisonment, depending on the criminal description of the 

offence. It also replaced penal labour for life with penal labour for 20 years and replaced life 

imprisonment with imprisonment for 20 years. In addition it issued a general amnesty to criminals over 

70 years old. 

On 25 June 2013, the President issued legislative decree No.9 of 2013 which stipulates penalties to be 

applied on every person who enters the country illegally. Punishments include serving a one to five year 

prison sentence or paying a fine between 5 million to 10 million Syrian pounds or both.  

On 30 June 2013, the President issued legislative decree No.11 of 2013 which criminalises any person 

who recruits children under the age of 8 to participate in combat or any other related activities such as: 

carrying or transporting weapons, military equipment and ammunition, planting explosives, standing on 

checkpoints, participating in surveillance, reconnaissance and distractions, posing as human shields and 

aiding the assailants or serving them.  

Several human rights reports, including that of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on 

the Syrian Arab Republic published on 4 June 2013, condemned the actions of the Armed Forces and 

security forces which include: using children as human shields, detaining children in the place of their 

parents, torturing children to death and using them in military propaganda. The reports presented cases of 

detained children forced to give testimonies about committing military and even sexual acts which aim to 

oppose the regime. 

On 29 October 2013, the President issued legislative decree No.70 of 2013 which grants a general 

amnesty to prisoners convicted of crimes committed before 29 October 2013. The amnesty included 

crimes mentioned in articles 95, 96, 99, 100, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108 110 and 113 of the Military Service 

Law and articles 100 and 101 of the Military Punishment Law which concerns individuals who avoid 

conscription.   
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The Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC)  

The Syrian Human Rights Committee (SHRC) is an independent human rights organisation concerned 

with defending general liberties and human rights of the Syrian people through several practices, which 

include: 

Exposing the human rights violations, assaults and aggressions against Syrian citizens and publishing 

such incidents to the international media, addressing and following-up on such reported incidents with all 

concerned entities. 

Conducting research, studies , and reports  on the human rights conditions in Syria, while utilizing 

scientific research methodologies and investigative verification. 

Raising awareness and promoting the principles of human rights in the Syrian society and encouraging its 

members to continiously demand their rights through peaceful means 

SHRC adheres to cooperating with all entities concerend in the defence and advocacy of human rights 

principles, while preserving the independence of the committee.
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